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Shaiva Sarvasva Khandanam (Nyaayamauktikamaala) 

ΰ Řŷŗśŗƈ̠ķȵŉŏž ΰ 

(ʈūŐŏŻŮǃĶŏūœūŐūŏž) 

ĽĸŇžĸŰƚ-śŗƈŅɶ̠Ņɶ ƳůŏŬɨĽŐůɼŅůņƈƳůŋūŇŬŗőŬĻŅŏž 

A composition of Jagadguru Sarvatantra-svatantra Shrimat Vijayeendra Teertha 

Shripaada. 

ŋő̗őƁ ŬŗŗŇŏūŉŐźƮƈ̤ŉūőūŐńŐźŏƈɭŶ ŏŜūŬœǾĶūőŶń ƬūŇŰŎűƈŅŶŉ ŋőŏŬŘŗŶŉ 

ŅɡœŋőůǕūņƈ ŅŮ˝ǾŏűœūƢŇŘƈŉūŐ ƬŶŭőŅŐźŗƈőūŜ ŜƁśƛŋŶń ŅŇņƋ 

ƬŗŲɃŐź̏ɜŘƈŉūũœūŎŶŉ ŅŇŋŶǕŐū ŬŘŗ ĮŗźȻŲ ˺Ħɏ  ̝ΰ Φ ΰ 

(Purvapakshin): 1. In a competition between Brahmaa and Naaraayana, the 

Maha-Linga form of Shiva manifested to test their strength and asked them to 

find  the end of the linga. (Vishnu), In the form of Varaaha and (Brahmaa), in 

the form of Hamsa, engaged busily in trying to find the end of the linga and 

couldn’t, due to which, Shiva alone is the ultimate being. 

Ŭŗ˿ŰĽƈœɾőŗňūņƋ śŰŇŘƈŉŏūĶūƁǕŏūńƂ ƬŬŅŬŇŉƁ ŋǼĽūŉūƁ śŜƵŶń 

ŬŘŗŏūőūňŬŐŅū ŅɉőůǕūņƋ ĶŇūŬĻŇŶĶŋǼĽŶ ĸźŋūŬŐŅŶ ŅŅƂ ̠źŇžňŲŅŶŉ 

̠ŉŶƧĶŏœŶŉ ŬŘŗūőūňŉŶ ĲőŗŲɃƂ ŅŅƂ ŬŘŗƬśūŇūɔŰŇŚƈŉƁ ŋŰȵőůĶūǕɓƁ Ļ 

Ƭūʕ ŅŶŉ śŰŇŚƈŉŶŉ ĽœɾőŏĽŐŬŇɏ̝ ΰ Χ ΰ 

2. Vishnu, for the purpose of killing Jalandhara, needed the Sudarshana chakra 

and worshiped Shiva everyday, with a thousand lotuses. For the purpose of 

testing Him, one day, (Shiva) hid one lotus. Vishnu, took out His own eye and 

therefore, He received the Sudarshana chakra as a benediction from Shiva and 

also the title ‘Pundareekaaksha’ (the lotus-eyed one). 

ĤŏŲŅŏņŉĶūœŶ ĶūœĶű ŀŬŗŚźɣŗŶ ŅŬʂŐŏŉūŘǃŅŐū ŬŗΈȺūŬŇŋŰ ŋœūŐŉŋőŶŚŰ 

śŗƈœźĶőǕūņƋ ŬŘŗ̏ūɜŘŬŗŚƁ ŋůŅŗūŬŉɏ̝ ΰ Ψ ΰ 

3. During the time when the ocean was churned, the kaalakuta (haalaahala) 

poison arose and incapacitated Vishnu and the other Devatas. Shiva, for the 

protection of all the lokas, consumed the poison. 

ŬŗΈȺūŇůŬŉ ŐŰɨśūňŉūŬŉ ĶŲ ɓū ŬŘŗ̏ŇśūɭŬƧŋŰőūȹĽŐŬŇɏ̝ ΰ Ω ΰ 
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4. Vishnu and the other Devatas were used as weapons by Shiva, for the killing 

of Tripuraasura. 

ŇǕūɮőŎǾŶ ŜŭőńƛŋŶń ƩŰŅŅőƁ Ŏůɏū ĸȃŅź Ŭŗ˿źƂ ŬŘŗūŗŅūőŎűŅŗůőŎƩŶń 

ŋőūĽŐ Ħɏ  ̝ΰ Ϊ ΰ 

5. During Daksha’s Yajna, Vishnu fled in the form of a deer, but was captured 

and defeated by Shiva’s avataara, Veerabhadra. 

'śɏƁ śɏƁ ŋŰŉ̡ɏƁ ĨŇžňŲɏ ŎŰĽŏŰȇŅŶ ί ŗŶŇŘū̑ūɉőƁ ŉūŮ̏ ŉ ŇŷŗƁ 

ĶŶ Řŗūɉőŏž' ĦŬŅ śŗƈĪŬŚśŎūŏɭŶ ŗŇŅź ŗŶŇ˧ūś̝ ŎŰĽƂ ̏΅ňźũŎűŬŇɏ̝ ΰ 

Ϋ ΰ 

6. “This is the truth, this is the truth and again, it is the truth, I declare this, 

raising My arms – there is no Shaastra superior to the Vedas and there is no 

Deva greater than Keshava.” (Skanda Puraana, Kaashi Khanda, Uttaraardha, 

Adhyaaya 45, Shloka 13) When Vyaasa Deva said these words in the presence 

of various Rshis, His arms were paralyzed and He couldn’t raise them. 

ŇūƚĶūŗŉūŇŻ Ŭŗ˿ŰŬŘŗŐźΉ̑ůŋŰƚŚƛŋŶń śȞūő Ħɏ  ̝ΰ ά ΰ 

7. At a forest in Dvaaraka, Vishnu and Shiva were respectively in the form of a 

woman and a man. 

ŬŜőȹūśŰőŗňūņƏ (ŬŜőȹĶŬŘŋŰ) ƬŗŲɃƁ ŉŲŬśƁŜƁ ƚƩƂ ŘőŎƛŋŶńūŗňůŬŅɏ̝ ΰ έ 

ΰ 

8. Narasimha Deva, after defeating Hiranyaasura (Hiranyakashipu), was slain by 

Rudra, in the form of Sharabha. 

őūŏĻɼŶń őūŗńŗňĽŬŉŅƮ̤ŜɏūŋŉŰɃŐŶ śŶŅź ŬœǾƬŬŅ˽ūŅɉűĽūŬŇĶƁ 

ĶŲ ŅŬŏɏ̝ ΰ ή ΰ 

9. Shri Raamachandra, after killing Raavana, had to get rid of His brahma-hatya 

dosha and thus, established a Shiva linga at the bridge to Lanka, and performed 

the worship of Shiva. 

ĶŲ ˿  ̝ŬŘŗŗőƬŇūŉŶŉ ŋŰƧƬūŮʏĽūƈŅŶɏūŇŶ ˬΰ ΦΥ ΰ 

10. Krshna could obtain progeny, as a benediction from Shiva. 
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ŅƧ ŅƧ ŋŰőūŉūŬŇŚŰ ƬŬŅŋūŇŉŶŉ ŬŘŗ̝ŷŗ ŬŗΈȺŋŶǕŐźȻŲ ˺ɓŶŉ ŋőƮ̤ɓƁ 

ŋőŏĶūőńɓƁ ĻźŬĻŅŏž ί ŏźǕƬŇ̝ ĶūŘůǕŶƧ̝ ŬŘŗǕŶƧɓūŬŇƬŬśɞŶƂ ŬŘŗ̝ŷŗ 

ŏźǕƬŇūŅŲɓŶŉ ŏŰŏŰǕŰŋū̝ ɓƁ ĻŶŬŅ ΰ ΦΦ ΰ 

11. There, there, in the Puraanas, every Paada explains that Vishnu obtained 

the status of being Para Brahman and the Highest cause, solely from Shiva. The 

land of Kaashi, which is proven to be a land of Shiva, is capable of granting 

moksha and thus, Shiva alone is the granter of moksha and he should be 

worshiped by the Mumukshus, as he possesses this capability. 
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1. Lingodbhava 

ŅŇśŅž ί ĨȻŲ ˺̝ (ŜŭőśŗƔɃŏɓūŬŇƛŋ̝) śŗƈ̝ūʕņƈ̝ śūŮɓĶŋŰőūńŶŚŰ 

ƬŬŅŋūŇŉŶŉ ŅŇʈŶŚŰǃŬŗƚɞūņƈƬŬŅŋūŇŉŶŉ ŋőůǕĶūŉūŇőńůŐɓūŅž ί ŬĶȞ 

Ŭŗ˿ŰĻŅŰŏŰƈķŐźŗƈőūŜŜƁśƛŋŐźƂ ŬŘŗŬœǾŏűœūƢūŇŘƈŉƁ 

ĶŻŏƈœŷǾŬŘŗőūŬƧŏūŜūɎūŬŇŚŰ ƬŬŅŋūɦŅŶ ί ŅŶŚūƁ ŅūŏśŋŰőūńɓƁ ƬŬśɞŏŶŗ ί 

ŬĶȞ 'ĨŇžňŲŅūŬś ŗőūŜŶń ĶŲ ˿Ŷŉ ŘŅōūƞŉū' ί 'ĥŋź ŗū ĦŇŏƢŶ śŬœœŏūśůŅž 

ŅƯ̊ʅĽūŋŬŅŗūƈŐŰŎűƈɓūĻőɔ ĦŏūƁ Ĥŋ˲Ņž ί ŅūƁ ŗőūŜź ŎűɓūũŜőŅž' 

ĦɏūŬŇƳŰŬŅŬŗőźňƂ ί ŅƧ śĶœŎűŅŎŻŬŅĶūɦūƳŐŋŲŬņ˧ū ĨɞőńƁ Ŭŗ˿Űŉū 

ĶŲ ŅŬŏɏūŗŶŇŉūŅž ί Ņū͈ŘŬœǾ̝ūŬŋ ŋūŬņƈŗɓūŅž ί Ņ̝ū ŋŲŬņŗůɓŶũƬūĶŲ ŅɓŶ 

ĩɮūƈňźĸŶŘūŗȃŶŇŶŉūŋŭőŮȃʂɓŶ Ļ ƬŏūńūŎūŗūŅž ί ŉ Ļ 

Ŭŗ˿źŬœƈǾŏűœūŋŭőȐūŉŶŉŷŗ ŅȻ˗ŉŬŏŬŅ ŗūȇŏž ί Ŭŗ˿ź̡ŗƈȐɓƬŬŅŋūŇĶƳŰŅŶƂ 

ŬŗőźňūŅž ί 'ŬŗŬĻƧŘŮǃƂ ŋŰƚŚƂ ŋŰőūńź ŉ ĻūʈŶŚūƁ ŘǃŐ̏ūɜŘūΉ̝ŰƂ' 

ĦɏūŬŇŬŗ˿ŰŬŗŬĻƧŘǄūɦūŗŶŇĶƳŰŬŅŬŗőźňūŅž ΰ Φ ΰ 

(Uttarapakshin): 1. That is untrue. In every Paada (section) of the Saattvika 

Puraanas, the final conclusion (Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy) is established and 

those statements saying something else, can be disregarded. This story of 

Vishnu and Chaturmukha respectively taking the forms of Varaaha and Hamsa, 

in order to find the source of the Shivalinga, is found in the Kurma Puraana, 

Linga Puraana, the Shivaraatri Maahaatmya section and other such texts. It has 

been established that they are taamasa Puraanas. Moreover, they contradict 

the following vaakyas of the Shruti: 

'ĨŇžňŲŅūŬś ŗőūŜŶń ĶŲ ˿Ŷŉ ŘŅōūƞŉū' 

“He lifted the Earth, with His hundred arms, in the form of Varaaha and 

Krshna.” (Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad, Anuvaaka 1, Mantra 38; also in the 

Sudarshana Upanishad) 

‘ĥŋź ŗū ĦŇŏƢŶ śŬœœŏūśůŅž ŅƯ̊ʅĽūŋŬŅŗūƈŐŰŎűƈɓūĻőɔ ĦŏūƁ Ĥŋ˲Ņž ί ŅūƁ ŗőūŜź 

ŎűɓūũŜőŅž’ ΰ 

“Initially, all this was the waters. He saw her (Bhumi) and in the form of 

Varaaha, he seized her.” (Taittireeya Samhita, Kaanda 7, Prapaathaka 1, 

Anuvaaka 5, Mantra 1) 
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There, it is stated that Prthivee, which is the support of all entities, was lifted up 

by Shri Vishnu. That includes the linga as well, being a part of Prthivee (Prakrti). 

Whatever was lifted by Vishnu also includes the linga, as it is also made of 

Prakrti and a part of Prthivee, and no pramaana states that it is aprakrtika or 

has no limits. It cannot be supposed that Vishnu was simply not aware of its 

end or source, as this assumption contradicts the fact that Vishnu is omniscient 

and all-knowing, as said in the Shruti. 

'ŬŗŬĻƧŘŮǃƂ ŋŰƚŚƂ ŋŰőūńź ŉ ĻūʈŶŚūƁ ŘǃŐ̏ū͈ŘūΉ̝ŰƂ' 

“The eternal Purusha has excellent energies, not found in anyone else,” 

(Shvetaashvatara Shruti) thus, the fact that Shri Vishnu is the knower of all 

excellent energies, is contradicted. 

Explanation: In the Shaiva Puraanas, this story occurs which mentions how 

Vishnu and Brahmaa competed with each other for Supremacy and Shiva 

appeared in the form of an Agni-skamba, an infinite column of fire, whose end 

could be found be found by neither. The Shiva linga represents this rupa of 

Shiva, also mentioned in the Skamba Sukta, but this particular story contradicts 

Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy, which is known from the higher Shaastras, especially 

the Vedas and Aagamas. 

ŉūőūƄŐƅńƂ ŋƄőƁ Ʈƅ̤ƅ ŅƅɅƁ ŉūƄőūŐƅńƂ ŋƄőƂ ί 

“Naraayana is the Supreme Brahman, Naaraayana is the Highest Tattva.” 

—Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 10 (Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad), 

Anuvaaka 13 (Naaraayana Sukta), Mantra 4 (also in the Mahaabhaarata, 

Anushaasana Parva, Adhyaaya 186, Shloka 9; Narasimha Puraana, Adhyaaya 

64, Shloka 43) 

śŗƈŎűŅΉņŏŶĶƁƄ ŉūőūƅŐńŏž ί ĶūőńŋŰƚŚŏĶūőńƁ ŋƄőƮƅ̤źŏž ί 

“The One Naaraayana who is established in all entities, the causal Purusha and 

is causeless, is Para Brahman.” 

—Naaraayana Upanishad, Khanda 4 

Thus, the statements of the lower Shaastras can be rejected when they 

contradict the higher ones, as said in the Purva Meemaamsa Sutras (Adhyaaya 

1, Paada 3, Sutra 3): 
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ŬŗőźňŶ ɓŉŋŶǕƁ ̝ūŬŇŬŅ ̦ŉŰŏūŉŏž ΰ Φ.Ψ.Ψ ΰ 

“In case of contradictions between Smrti and Veda, Smrti should be 

disregarded; because it's only when there is no contradiction that there is 

presumption (of Vaidika texts in support of Smrtis).” 

These Puraanas are Shaiva Puraanas and said to be taamasika, as stated in the 

Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 236, Shlokas 18-21, as quoted by 

Shripaada Vaadiraaja Teertha. A day of Brahmaa is known as a Kalpa and from 

the quotations of Shripaada Ramanujacharya, in the Vedaartha Sangraha, it is 

inferred that the Shaiva Puraanas were narrated by Brahmaa Deva during the 

taamasika Kalpas. Thus, their statements are not necessarily true. 

It is important to note that it is not necessary to use this classification, as 

Shripaada Madhvacharya uses the terms ‘Vaishnava’, ‘Braahma’ and ‘Shaiva’, to 

classify the Puraanas. In the Mahaabhaarata Taatparyya Nirnnaya, Adhyaaya 1, 

Shloka 53, he even refers to the Padma Puraana as a Shaiva Puraana, while 

quoting it. This is because a portion of any Puraana, which supports the idea of 

Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy, is known as a Vaishnava Puraana. A part of any 

Puraana supporting Shri Rudra’s Supremacy, is known as a Shaiva Puraana. 

Thus, the statements of the Shaiva Puraanas, when they contradict Vishnu’s 

Supremacy, can be rejected. This is also known from the Rudra Geeta of the 

Varaaha Puraana, as quoted by Shripaada Yamunacharya (in Aagama 

Pramaanya) and Shripaada Madhvacharya (in his Brahma Sutra bhaashya, in the 

commentary on the first Sutra): 

ĮŚƁ śŲĽū˂ūŘŰ ŐźĽŉūŉž ŏźŜŬŐ̆ŬŅ ί 

ɓƁ Ļ ƚƩ ŏŜūōūŜź ŏźŜŘū̑ūŬń ĶūőŐ ΰ 

ĤŅɘūŬŉ ŬŗŅɘūŬŉ ŇŘƈŐ̠ ŏŜūŎŰĽ ί 

ƬĶūŘƁ ĶŰ ƚ ĻūɍūŉūŏƬĶūŘƁ Ļ ŏūƁ ĶŰ ƚ ΰ 

(Janaardana said): “Now I shall create such things as would soon engender 
doubt and misconception among men. Mighty-armed Rudra, you too have 
Moha Shaastras produced. Let the people be made to see what is not true and 
what is against truth. Make yourself well-known to the world and spread 
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darkness with regard to Me.” 
—Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 70, Shlokas 35-36 

In the Mahaabhaarata Taatparyya Nirnnaya, Adhyaaya 1, Shlokas 53-58, 
Shripaada Madhvacharya quoted the following shlokas from the Padma 
Puraana: 

ɓūŏūőūɭ Ņņū ŘƁŎź ĸŲŜů̆ūŬŏ ŗőƁ śŇū ί 

ɨūŋőūŇŻ ŐŰĸŶ Ŏűɓū ĶœŐū ŏūŉŰŚūŬŇŚŰ ΰ ΦΥΫ ΰ 

̠ūĸŏŷƂ ĶŮ˗Ņŷ̒Ɓ Ļ ĽŉūʇŬɨŏŰķūɯŰ ƚ ί 

ŏūƁ Ļ ĸźŋŐ ŐŶŉ ̝ūɔŲŬ˺őŶŚźɃőźɃőū ΰ ΦΥά ΰ 

(Shri Shiva recalled Shri Vishnu’s words): “O Shambhu, I shall also propitiate you 
and will always receive a boon from you. Being born in the ages like Dvaapara 
and among men in Kali Yuga, make the people averse to Me with the 
(Moha)Shaastras prepared by you. So also censure Me, so that the world 
become better and better. I shall produce this delusion which will delude 
people. You too, O mighty-armed Rudra, produce Moha Shaastras. O you of 
great arms, produce them, which are false and spurious. Manifest yourself and 
keep Me hidden.” 
—Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 71, Shlokas 106-107 

ŋőŏź Ŭŗ˿ŰőŶŗŷĶ̏ȌūŉƁ ŏŰŮǃśūňŉŏž ί 

Řū̑ūńūƁ ŬŉńƈŐ̒ŶŚ̏ŇʈʇźŜŉūŐ Ļ ΰ ΦΦΩ ΰ 

ŇūŉƁ Ŭŗŉū Ļ Őū ŏŰŮǃƂ śū˂Ɓ Ļ ŏŏ Ŭŗ˿Űŉū ί 

ŅůņūƈŬŇŏūƧŅź ȐūŉƁ ŏŏūŬňǎƁ Ļ Ŭŗ˿ŰŅƂ ΰ ΦΦΪ ΰ 

ĤŎŶŇˬư̄ŇūŇůŉūƁ ŏŰǃūŉūƁ Ŝŭőńū Ņņū ί 

ĦɏūŬŇ śŗƈŏźŜūŐ ĶɘŅŶ śŬŅ ŉūʈņū ί 

ŅŶŉūŬɨŅůŐ ŏŬŜŏź ĽĸɉűșźũƯ̊ ŋūŗƈŬŅ ΰ ΦΦΫ ΰ 

(Shri Shiva said to Paarvati Devi): “Shri Vishnu alone is the Supreme One. 
Knowledge about Him is the path to mukti. This is the nirnaya (verdict) of the 
Shaastras and anything else leads to delusion. Claims such as mukti being 
attainable without knowledge, my equivalence with Vishnu, knowledge being 
obtained by visiting sacred places, my superiority over Vishnu, or non-
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difference of devotees like me, or liberated jeevas, with Vishnu – all these lead 
to delusion only and nothing else. Due to that my greatness has become 
matchless, and I am honoured by the world, O Paarvati.” 
—Ibid. Shlokas 114–116 

From all this, it becomes known that the Shaiva Shaastras were composed for 
deluding non-devotees, due to which they naturally oppose Vishnu’s 
Supremacy. This itself is enough proof to reject these stories. On top of that, 
Shri Vijayeendra Teertha quotes pramaanas from the Vedas, which are 
contradicted by these stories. The Vedas mention Shri Varaaha lifting the Earth, 
which implies that He also lifted Shiva, as he is also a Devata of the Brahmaanda 
(solar system) and a part of Prakrti. It is not possible that Vishnu cannot find the 
end of the Shiva linga. It also cannot be supposed that Vishnu wasn’t aware of 
the end of the Shiva linga, as that would contradict Shri Vishnu’s omniscience. 
The Naaraayana Sukta says: 

ŐȂƄ ŬĶƅŬȞȋƄĸ ɔŗƋ ͈ ƅ˲ŅŶ ƳűŐƅŅŶũŬŋƄ ŗū ί 

ĤɴƄōƈƅŬŜˬƄ ŅɔƅŗƋƅ ˧ūƅʕ ŉūƄőūŐƅńƂ ŮΉņƄŅƂ ΰ 

ĤŉƄɴƅŏ˧ƄŐƁ ĶƅŬŗ śƄŏŰƅƩŶũɴƁƄ Ŭŗƅ˵ŘƄʿŰŗŏž ί 

“Whatever is seen or heard of in the entire Jagat – all of that is pervaded 
completely by Naaraayana, who is established in it. He is the infinite, 
imperishable and omniscient ocean-dweller, who is the delight for the 
universe.” 
—Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 10, Anuvaaka 13, Mantras 5-6 

Therefore, the Shiva linga too is pervaded by Shri Vishnu and He is omniscient, 
eliminating all the possibilities mentioned by Shaivas. The last quotation is from 
a text of the Shvetaashvatara Shaakha of the Krshna-Yajurveda and was also 
quoted by Shripaada Madhvacharya, in his Brahma Sutra bhaashya, Adhyaaya 
2, Paada 1, Sutra 29. 
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2. The Origin of the Sudarshana Chakra 

Ŭŗ˿źƂ ŬŘŗƬśūŇŶŉ Ľœɾőŗňūņƈŏž śŰŇūŘƈŉƬūʐūŬŇĶŏśƁĸŅŏž 'ĻőńƁ ŋŬŗƧŏž' 

ĦɏūŬŇ ƳŰŬŅŬŗƚɞŏž ί ĤśǾŅƁ ŋŰȵőůĶūǕɓƬūʐūŬŇĶŏŬŋ ί 'Ņ  ̝Őņū 

ĶʕūśƁ ŋŰȵőůĶŏŶŗūŬǕńů Ņ̝źŬŇŬŅ ŉūŏ ś Įŗ śŗƏʵƂ ŋūʔ ɻĨŬŇŅƂ' 

ĦɏūŬŇ ƳŰŬŅŬŗŭőɞŏž ί ŅƧ ŎĸŗŬɨƢŜŏūƧ̝ūƬūĶŲ ŅɓŶŉūŉūɦŉɴɓśŏņƈŉūŅž ί 

ŐɦŬŋ ŬœǾŋŰőūńūŬŇŮ̇ŗ ŗőūŜŋŰőūńŋűŗƈķȵŶũŬŋ Ŭŗ˿źĽƈœɾőŗňūņƋ 

ŬŘŗŋűĽūśŰŇŘƈŉŋŰȵőůĶūǕɓƬūʐŬŇĶŏūŗŶɦŅŶ ί ŅņūŬŋ ŋūɥūŬŇŚŰ 

śūŮɓĶőūĽśŅūŏśɓūŬŇŗŅž ŗūőūŜŶũŬŋ ŋűŗƈķȵ̝ Ņūŏśɓźŋĸŏūʂ ŇźŚƂ ΰ Χ 

ΰ 

2. The idea of Vishnu obtaining the Sudarshana chakra as a benediction from 

Shiva, to kill Jalandhara, contradicts the following Shruti vaakya ‘'ĻőńƁ ŋŬŗƧŏž’ 

(Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 10, Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad, 

Anuvaaka 1, Mantra 50). Also, the absurd idea of Vishnu obtaining the 

appellation of Pundareekaaksha, the lotus eyed One, contradicts the following 

Shruti vaakya: 

Ņ  ̝Őņū ĶʕūśƁ ŋŰȵőůĶŏŶŗūŬǕńů Ņ̝źŬŇŬŅ ŉūŏ ś Įŗ śŗƏʵƂ ŋūʔ ɻĨŬŇŅƂ ΰ 

“His two eyes are like lotuses and He is known as ‘Ut’, as He has risen above all 

paapa.” (Chhaandogya Upanishad, Prapaathaka 1, Khanda 6, Mantra 7) 

There, it is stated that the form of Bhagavaan is  apraakrta and without 

beginning or end. Due to this, the idea of Vishnu propitiating Shiva for the 

killing of Jalandhara and obtaining the Sudarshana chakra and the status of 

Pundareekaasha, as propagated by the Linga Puraana and Purva Khanda of the 

Varaaha Puraana, can be rejected. The presence of Saattvika, Raajasa and 

Taamasa portions in the Padma Puraana, and the Varaaha Puraana’s Purva 

Khanda’s taamasa status, make them flawed. 

Explanation: As per Shri Yaashkaachaarya’s Nighantu, the words ‘charanam’ 

and ‘puraana’ are synonymous to “chakra” and “ancient times,” respectively. 

Further, the first passage of the Aatmabodha Upanishad also mentions Shri 

Vishnu possessing the Shankha and Chakra: 
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δ ŉŏź ŉūőūŐńūŐ ŘĺžķĻƠĸŇūňőūŐ Ņ̛ūŅž δ ŉŏź ŉūőūŐńūŐŶŬŅ ŏɶźŋūśĶź 

ŗŷĶŰ ȴŎŗŉƁ ĸŬŏ̆ŬŅ ί 

Thus, it implies that the Sudarshana chakra very much existed with Shri Vishnu 

since ancient times and He did not acquire it from Shiva. The Chhaandogya 

Upanishad also mentions that Paramaatma’s eyes are like lotuses and 

therefore, it is not possible for Him to acquire this status from Shiva. As 

mentioned earlier, the Padma Puraana has Shaiva and Vaishnava portions, 

which is why the statements of the Shaiva portions that contradict the 

conclusions of the Vedas and Aagamas, can be rejected in case of 

contradictions. The Varaaha Puraana’s Purva Khanda is also a Shaiva section or 

can be called taamasika and therefore, it too has vaakyas on Shiva Paratva, 

which contradict the Shaastras. 
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3. The Appearance of the Haalaahala Poison 

ĤŏŲŅŏņŉĶūœŶ ĶūœĶű ŀŬŗŚŋūŉŏŬŋ ŬŘŗŶŉ ŉ ̠ŘŮǃŏūƧĶŲ Ņŏž ί ŬĶɴŰ 

Ŭŗ˿ŰŅʇɶĽŋŏŬŜʹŷŗ ί ŉ ĻūƧ ƬŏūńūŎūŗƂ ί 'ŅƁ Έ͈ȧū ĹźőśǼŘƁ ƬūŇŰŎűƈŅƁ 

ŏŜūŬŗŚŏž ί ɭūɓū ŉūőūŐńƁ ŇŶŗƁ ƝŇŐŶ ĸƚłɮĽŏž ΰ' ĦŬŅ Ʈ̤ūȵŋŰőūńŗĻŉ̝ 

śɓūŅž ί 'ŐŶŉ ĽůńƋ Ļ ĸőŕƁ ĶȴΉņƁ Ļ ĶŋūŬœŉƂ ί ĤɴőūɍňŲŅƁ Ņ  ̝ƝŇŐŶ 

ĸƚłɮĽŏž' ĦŬŅ ŋŰőūńūɴőŗĻŉ̝ śɓūŅž ί 'ĤƬĶūŘŬŏŇƁ ŇŶŗů ĸŰ̦ūŇžĸŰ̦ŅőƁ 

ŋŇŏž ί ŋŰőūŜŏŮʧŏņŉŶ ŋŅĸŶɼŬŗŚūŗŜŏž ĤŗɭƁ ĸőœƁ ňźőŏŎŰȡŏŏŲŅƁ Őņū ΰ' 

ĦŬŅ ĸūƚłŋŰőūńŶ ŋūŗƈŅůƁŋŬŅ ŬŘŗŗĻŉūȂ ί 'ĤȇŰŅūŉɴĸźŬŗɻŏɶŅźũʙŰ ŘŰŎƁ 

ŋőŏž ί δ  ŉŏ̡ʺŰŀůĶŲ ɏ ĽŋŮʉŚňőźũŜőŅž' ĦŬŅ ŏɶŘū̑ŶŚŰ ƬŬŅŋūŇŉūȂ ί 

'ŉūŏƧŐƬŎūŗūȂ Ŭŗ˿ź̡ŗƈĸŅ̝ ŗŷ ί ŬŗŚƁ ŅŇŎŗȋůńƋ œźĶśƁŜūőĶūőńŏž' 

ĦŬŅ ŋŰőūńūɴőŗĻŉŇŘƈŉūȂ ί ŬĶƁ ōƞŉū? 'ŗūŐŰơ̋ū 

ĨŋūŏɸŮɉŉŬ˺̛ūĶŰ ŗŉʂŏū ί ĶŶ Řů ŬŗŚ̝ ŋūƧŶń ŐƩŰƩŶńūŬŋōɔŜ' ĦŬŅ 

ƳŰɏūŗūŐźőŶŗ ŬŗŚŋūŉĶŅŲƈɓ̝ ŬŘŗ ̝ŬŘ˺ŬĶŬȞŬɨŚŋūŉĶŅŲƈɓ̝ūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί 

ŬĶȞ ŎūĸŗŅūŬŇŚŰ ĤŏŲŅŏņŉƬĶőńŶŚŰ Ŭŗ˿źƂ ĶūœĶű ŀŬŗŚŎůɏū 

ŋœūŐŉūɦŉŰǃŶˬ ΰ Ψ ΰ 

3. During the churning of the ocean for amrta, Shiva didn’t consume the 

kaalakuta poison by his own strength. Rather, it was through chanting mantras 

of Shri Vishnu. The Brahmaanda Puraana declares: 

ŅƁ Έ͈ȧū ĹźőśǼŘƁ ƬūŇŰŎűƈŅƁ ŏŜūŬŗŚŏž ί 

ɭūɓū ŉūőūŐńƁ ŇŶŗƁ ƝŇŐŶ ĸƚłɮĽŏž ΰ 

(Shiva said): “On seeing it, the great poison, arising like a cloud, I meditated 

upon Naaraayana, the Deva in my heart, Garudadhvaja.” (Padma Puraana, 

Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 232, Shlokas 14-15) 

ŐŶŉ ĽůńƋ Ļ ĸőŕƁ ĶȴΉņƁ Ļ ĶŋūŬœŉƂ ί 

ĤɴőūɍňŲŅƁ Ņ  ̝ƝŇŐŶ ĸƚłɮĽŏž ΰ 

“By meditating on his Antaraatma, in his heart, Garudadhvaja, Kapaali was able 

to digest the poison in his neck,” thus is the declaration in one of the Puraanas. 

ĤƬĶūŘŬŏŇƁ ŇŶŗů ĸŰ̦ūŇžĸŰ̦ŅőƁ ŋŇŏž ί 

ŋŰőūŜŏŮʧŏņŉŶ ŋŅĸŶɼŬŗŚūŗŜŏž ĤŗɭƁ ĸőœƁ ňźőŏŎŰȡŏŏŲŅƁ Őņū ΰ 
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“O Devi, this is a secret fact. At the time of the churning of the ocean, I 

meditated on Him, due to which I was able to consume the poison and had 

amrta,” thus, is the declaration of Paarvatipati Shiva himself, in the Garuda 

Puraana. 

ĤȇŰŅūŉɴĸźŬŗɻŏɶŅźũʙŰ ŘŰŎƁ ŋőŏž ί 

δ ŉŏ̡ʺŰŀůĶŲ ɏ ĽŋŮʉŚňőźũŜőŅž ΰ 

“Shri Shiva performed abhimantrana of the poison with the mantra of Achyuta, 

Ananta and Govinda and then consumed it,” (similar to Padma Puraana, Uttara 

Khanda, Adhyaaya 232, Shloka 19) thus, is a well known declaration in the 

Mantra Shaastras. 

ŉūŏƧŐƬŎūŗūȂ Ŭŗ˿ź̡ŗƈĸŅ̝ ŗŷ ί 

ŬŗŚƁ ŅŇŎŗȋůńƋ œźĶśƁŜūőĶūőńŏž ΰ 

“Due to chanting the three names of the all pervading Shri Vishnu (Acyuta, 

Ananta and Govinda), that poison which had the capability of annihilating all 

the lokas, was digested,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 232, 

Shloka 18) thus, is the declraration in the Puraanas. 

What more? 

ŗūŐŰơ̋ū ĨŋūŏɸŮɉŉŬ˺̛ūĶŰ ŗŉʂŏū ί 

ĶŶ Řů ŬŗŚ̝ ŋūƧŶń ŐƩŰƩŶńūŬŋōɔŜ ΰ 

“Vaayu churned and ground (the poison) and along with Rudra, drank the 

poison from the vessel,” (Rgveda, Shaakhala Samhita, Mandala 10, Sukta 136, 

Mantra 7) thus, the Shruti itself mentions the fact that Shri Rudra consumed a 

small portion of the poison. 

Further, in the Bhaagavata and other Puraanas, the sections dealing with the 

churning for amrta, make no mention of Vishnu being afraid of the Kaalakuta 

poison and fleeing from it. 

Explanation: When the Devas and asuras churned the ocean for obtaining 

amrta, the nectar of immortality, a great poison known as ‘haalahala’ 

emanated, which was about to destroy the various realms. The Devas prayed to 

Shiva, who took up the poison in his palms and drank it, as propagated by 
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many. As per the Shaiva Puraanas, Vishnu was blackened due to the effect of 

the haalahala poison initially, implying that Shiva is greater than Him, as the 

Former could not tolerate the haalahala poison. 

As per Tattvavada, however, it was not Shri Rudra who was the chief consumer 

of the haalaahala (or kaalakuta) poison. Rather, it was Shri Mukhya Praana 

Deva, also known as Vaayu, who is the Devata of the breath. He is the topmost 

among all the Devatas and is equivalent to Shri Brahmaa Deva. Shripaada 

Madhvacharya stated as follows in the Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya 

(Adhyaaya 10, Shlokas 14-16): 

ĶœŶƂ ̠ƛŋƁ ŅŇŅůŗ ŇŰ̈ŜƁ ŗőūŇž ŬŗňūŅŰƂ śĶœŷˬ ŇŰƂ̗ŲŘŏž ί 

ĶőŶ Ŭŗŏɘū̏ōœƁ ŬŗňūŐ ŇŇŻ ś ŬĶŬȞŇž ŬĸŭőŘūŐ ŗūŐŰƂ ΰ ΦΩΰ 

ś ŅŅž ŬŋōŅž ĶȴĸŅŶŉ ŅŶŉ ŬŉŋūŬŅŅź ŏűŮȃƈŅ ĥŘŰ ƚƩƂ ί 

ŜőŶƂ Ķő̗ŘƈōœūŅž ś ś͘Ȑūŏŗūŋ ŉůœźũ̝ ĸŕ̏ŇūũũśůŅž ΰ ΦΪΰ 

Ĥņ ɓŇūȐūƁ ŋŰőŅź ŬŉňūŐ ŬŉňūŐ ŋūƧŶ ŅŋŉůŐƛŋŶ ί 

̠ŐƁ Ļ Ŭŉŏƈɘ ōœźŋŋʂƁ ŋŋŻ ś ŗūŐŰ̏ŇŰ Ļū ̝Ľůńƈŏž ΰ ΦΫΰ 

(The Devatas said to Vyaasa Deva): "Kaalakoota was the embodiment of Kali. 

Due to Brahmaa's boon, nobody could stop it or even touch it. Vaayu picked up 

a portion of the same, squeezed it, reduced its intensity and gave it to Shiva. 

Shiva drank it, and fell down unconscious as soon as it reached his neck. He got 

up due to the touch of Shri Hari's hand. His neck became dark then. After that, 

Vaayu, keeping your orders in front, placed the poison in a golden bowl and 

drank it himself without reducing its intesity; It got digested for him." 

This is stated in the Kumbhakonam recension of the Mahaabhaarata: 

ĤŏŲŅźɉūŇŉŶ ŋŰŉŎƈǕńŅūƁ ŗūŐŰśŏůĶŲ Ņ̝ ŬŗŚ̝źŋĸŅˬ ŅɣǕńŬŏŬŅ ŅŬʂŬŏɃŏŶŗ 

ĻɼĶœū Ʈ̤ńū ŬŉŬŜŅū ί ĥŬǾőśōŲŜ̗ŅŶƚŋ̗ŲŘŅź ŉ ƬśūŇƁ ĸŅŗɏƂ ŬĶœūŋƂ ί Ĥņ 

ōŲŜ̗ ŬŅőɤ ŰˬƠźň Ơ̋ūʇŏźŋ̗ŲŘŅƂ ĶœŰŋůŎűŅū ŉĻ ƬśūŇŏŰŋĸŅū̏Ņ̛ūŇɦƬŎŲŬŅ 

ľŚŏĶőŏɖĶȃŋĽɴŰŏȵűĶśƁĶůńūƈƂ ĶœŰŚůŎŗŅŶŬŅ ί ŅŇūƬŎŲɏūŋź ŐūŇźŬŎƂ 

śƁĶůńūƈƂ ĶœŰŚůŎŗŅŶŬŅ ί ŅŇūƬŎŲɏūŋź ŐūŇźŬŎƂ śƁĶůńūƈƂ śƁŗŲɃūƂ ΰ Χά ΰ 

Desiring to obtain amrta, on the day of the crescent moon, Shri Vaayu, the 

consumer of the poison, crushed and squeezed the poison, as per the directions 

of Brahmaa. Then, Shri Brhaspati touched the water to enable the appearance 
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of amrta and he was not pleased (as it didn’t appear). Angrily, he cursed: “Even 

after me touching water, it is still contaminated. Thus, the water shall become 

contaminated with sea animals, thus, the water shall become contaminated 

with sea animals.” 

—Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva, Adhyaaya 351, Shloka 27 

This is also supported by the Keshi Sukta of the Rgveda, as quoted by Shri 

Vijayeendra Teertharu, which the last pramaana in this section. Vaayu could 

consume the poison easily, as he is the only Devata equivalent to Brahmaa 

Deva and presides over Mahat-Tattva, as stated multiple times, such as the 

Skanda Puraana (Vaishnava Khanda, Vaishaakhamaasa-Maahaatmya, Adhyaaya 

19) and Prashna Upanishad. 

It is important to note that neither Vaayu nor Shiva were the ultimate 

consumers of the poison, as it was Shri Vishnu who helped them do so, as 

shown by the quoted pramaanas and others. 

ŇŶŗūŉūƁ ś ŎŐƁ ͈Έȧū ĶƚńˬūȐŐū ŜőŶƂ ί 

ĥĶŚƈɦźĸĶœŐū ŬŗŚƁ ŋūŬńŅœŶũŮķœŏž ΰ Ψέ ΰ 

“The merciful Shiva, seeing the fright of Devas and due to the order of Hari, 

took up the poison on his palm, through his Yogic abilities.” 

—Skanda Puraana, Vaishnava Khanda, VaasuDeva Maahaatmya, Adhyaaya 11, 

Shloka 38 

“Madhusudana took away the demon of Haalaahala poison from Maheshvara 

and destroyed the fear of the celestials.” 

—Agni Puraana, Adhyaaya 276, Shloka 23 

Moreover, Shiva too chanted the three names of Vishnu, i.e. Achyuta, Ananta 

and Govinda, before consuming the haalahala poison, as stated in the Puraanas 

and quoted by Vijayeendra Teertharu. 

ĦɏŰǆū ŋūŗƈŅůŉūņź ɭūŐʂūőūŐńƁ ƝŬŇ ί 

ŏŜūŏƁƧƁ śŏŰȂūŐƈ ŬŗŚŏūŇɣŐƁĶőŏž ΰ Ϋ ΰ 

ŏŜūŏƁƧƬŎūŗŶń ŬŗŚƁ ĽůńƋ ĸŅƁ ŏŜŅž ί 

ĤȇŰŅūŉƁŅĸźŬŗƁŇ ĦŬŅ ŉūŏƧŐƁ ŜőŶƂ ΰ ά ΰ 
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“Saying thus, Paarvatinaatha meditated on Naaraayana, in his heart. Chanting 

the Maha-mantra, he took that dreadful poison. By the power of the Maha-

mantra, the great poison was digested. Achyuta, Ananta, Govinda – these are 

Hari’s naamatraya (three names).” 

—Padma Puraana, Brahma Khanda, Adhyaaya 9, Shlokas 6-7 

The story of Vaayu being the main consumer of the haalahala poison is also 

accepted by Shri Vaishnavas, who believe that Garuda consumed it, as Vaayu is 

one of his names too. The story of Vishnu being blackened due to the poison is 

false and written for delusion. 
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4. The Destruction of Tripura 

ŬƧŋŰőŬŗĽŐźũŬŋ ŉ ƚƩźȻŚƈƢŬŅŋūŇĶƂ ί ŐɦŬŋ 'ŅŶŚūŏśŰőūńūƁ ŬŅƵƂŋŰő ĥśŉž Ķ 

ĦŏūŏŬŘ̆ŅůŬŅ ƚƩ ĦɏƮŰŗŉž' ĦɏūŬŇƳŰŬŅ̇Ŷŗ ŬŘŗ̝ŷŗ ŬƧŋŰőŬŗĽŐƂ 

ŬŗΈȺūŇůŉūƁ ŅŶĽŉūŬŇŐŰɞśūňŉŅŐū ŅŇŰŋśĽƈŉɓƁ ƳűŐŅŶ ί ŅņūŬŋ Ŭŗ˿ŗūŇůŉūƁ 

ŬŘŗźŋśĽƈŉɓƁ ŉ ̠ūŎūŬŗĶƁ ŬĶɴŰ 'ĤŜƁ ŗŲńŶ ĤŜŏŶŗ ŋŘűŉūŏŬňŋŬŅőśūŬŉ' ĦŬŅ 

ƳŰɏū ŬŘŗŗőƬŇūŉœʧŏž ί ŉ ĻūƧ ƬŏūńūŎūŗƂ ί 'ŅŅź ŏūƁ ŘőńƁ ĸɓū ƬŋŶŇŶ 

ŬŉŎƈŐź Ŏŗūŉž ί ĤŜƁ ŇŶŗŘŰĶź Ŏűɓū ŬƧŋŰőΉņūŉĹūŅŐŏž' ĦɏŰɃőƧ Ķű ŏƈŋŰőūńŶ ŬŘŗƁ 

ƬŬŅ Ŭŗ˿ŰŗĻŉūŅž ί ŏŜūŎūőŅŶ ĶńƈŋŗƈŬń 'Ŭŗ˿Űőūɍū ŎĸŗŅź ƚƩ̝ūŬŏŅŅŶĽśƂ 

ί Ņ̛ūɞŉŰĽƈśƁ̗ŘƋ ś ŬŗŚŶŜŶ ŏŜŶ˵őƂ' ĦŬŅ ŉūőūŐń̝ŷŗ ŬŗŬŘ̆ 

ƚƩūɴŐƔŬŏɓƬŬŅŋūŇŉūŅž ί 'ĤŬɨŅůŐƁ ŐņūŏɶƁ ŅūőĶƁ Ʈ̤ŉūŏĶŏž ί ĽŬŋɓū 

ŬśŮɞŏūʑźŬŅ śɏƁ śɏƁ ŗŇū˂Ŝŏž ΰ ĦŏŏŶŗ ĽŋʇɶƁ ɐʼĶŮ̑ŋŰőūɴĶƂ' ĦŬŅ 

̛ŲŬŅŗĻŉūȂ ί 'ŬƧŋŰőƁ(ŉūŘĶƂ) ĽǳŰĶƂ ŋűŗƋ Ʈ̤ńū Ŭŗ˿ŰŋȡőƁ ί ŘǼő  ̝

ĶŰ ƚƳŶ˽ őǕńūŐ ŬŉƚŬŋŅŏž' ĦŬŅ ŏźǕňŏƈŗĻŉūȂ ί ŬĶȞ ŎūĸŗŅūŬŇŚŰ 

ŗŲŚŎūŗŅūőŬśɞőśū̠ūŇŉūŬŇŉū ōƞňū ŬƧŋŰőśƁŜūőźŋūŐĶūőĶɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ΰ Ω 

ΰ 

4. The victory over Tripuraasura is again, not the excellence of Rudra. 

ŅŶŚūŏśŰőūńūƁ ŬŅƵƂŋŰő ĥśŉž Ķ ĦŏūŏŬŘ̆ŅůŬŅ ƚƩ ĦɏƮŰŗŉž ί 

“The asuras had three cities, the closest one made of iron, (the other of silver 

and one of gold. The Devas could not counquer them… they prepared an arrow 

with Agni as the point, Soma as the socket and Vishnu as the shining shaft).” 

(Taittireeya Samhita, Kaanda 6, Prapaathaka 2, Anuvaaka 3, Mantra 1) From 

this vaakya of the Shruti, it is known that Shiva used Vishnu’s tejas as a weapon. 

But, this doesn’t imply Vishnu’s subordinacy to Shiva, as this vaakya from the 

Shruti, says, 

ĤŜƁ ŗŲńŶ ĤŜŏŶŗ ŋŘűŉūŏŬňŋŬŅőśūŉů ί 

“I solely desire to be the ruler of the Pashus,” (Shukla-Yajurveda, Kaanva 

Samhita, Adhyaaya 24) mentioning Shiva receiving a boon to attain the status 

of Pashupati. 

ŅŅź ŏūƁ ŘőńƁ ĸɓū ƬŋŶŇŶ ŬŉŎƈŐź Ŏŗūŉž ί 

ĤŜƁ ŇŶŗŘŰĶź Ŏűɓū ŬƧŋŰőΉņūŉĹūŅŐŏž ΰ 



   

 

© Copyrights 2022-24 Achyuta Bhakti Deets   

 22 

“Therefore, come to my refuge and be fearless. I shall become Devashuka and 

shall kill the Tripuraasuras,” thus is the declaration of Shri Vishnu to Shri Rudra, 

in the Kurma Puraana. In the Karna Parva of the Mahaabhaarata, it is stated: 

Ŭŗ˿Űőūɍū ŎĸŗŅź ƚƩ̝ūŬŏŅŅŶĽśƂ ί 

Ņ̛ūɞŉŰĽƈśƁ̗ŘƋ ś ŬŗŚŶŜŶ ŏŜŶ˵őƂ ΰ 

“Rudra, with Vishnu as his Aatma and of immense tejas, was able to touch the 

bow, due to this,” (Mahaabhaarata, Karna Parva, Adhyaaya 26, Shlokas 33-34) 

thus, it is known that Rudra has Naaraayana as his Antaryaami. 

ĤŬɨŅůŐƁ ŐņūŏɶƁ ŅūőĶƁ Ʈ̤ŉūŏĶŏž ί 

ĽŬŋɓū ŬśŮɞŏūʑźŬŅ śɏƁ śɏƁ ŗŇū˂Ŝŏž ΰ 

ĦŏŏŶŗ ĽŋʇɶƁ ɐʼĶŮ̑ŋŰőūɴĶƂ ΰ 

“Chanting the one Taaraka mantra, without a second and with Brahman as its 

Aatma, one obtains the Siddhis. This is the truth and the truth, which I speak. 

Chanting this very mantra, Trayambaka finished the three cities,” thus is the 

declaration of a Smrti. 

ŬƧŋŰőƁ(ŉūŘĶƂ) ĽǳŰĶƂ ŋűŗƋ Ʈ̤ńū Ŭŗ˿ŰŋȡőƁ ί 

ŘǼő ̝ĶŰ ƚƳŶ˽ őǕńūŐ ŬŉƚŬŋŅŏž ΰ 

“Brahmaa formerly arranged the Vishnupanjara for the protection of the 

excellent Shankara,” thus is the declaration of the Mokshadharma Parva of the 

Mahaabhaarata. Moreover, in Puraanas like the Bhaagavata Puraana, Shri 

Vishnu, as His Vrshabha avataara, established the means of gaining victory over 

Tripura. 

Explanation: The Tripuras were three cities built by asuras, made of various 

metals, with which they disrupted the natural activities of the realms and they 

could not be defeated by the Devatas. So, Shri Shiva finally defeated them, with 

a bow having various Devatas as its parts, including Shri Vishnu as its shaft. This 

is described in the Vedas themselves.  The Shaivas argue that since Vishnu was 

Rudra’s instrument in annihilating the Tripuraasuras, it proves Shiva’s 

superiority over Vishnu. However, Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu clarifies that this 

is again a proof of Shri Vishnu’s greatness alone, since Shri Rudra needed Him 

for annihilating the Tripuras. In the Karna Parva of the Mahaabhaarata, Kurma 
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Puraana and elsewhere, there are direct Upabrmhanas stating that Rudra Deva 

annihilated the Tripuras by Vishnu’s grace alone. 

Ņŗ Ŭŗ˿ź ƬśūŇŶŉ ŏŐū ŅŮ͛ΣŋŰőƁ ŜŅŏž ί 

(Shri Rudra said): "By Your, Vishnu's benediction, the Tripuras were destroyed 

by me." 

—Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 136, Shloka 35 

Likewise, Rudra’s Antaryaami is Vishnu Himself (Sankarshana) and the former 

obtained greatness over all other beings through tapas and as a benediction of 

Vishnu Himself, giving him the title ‘Pashupati’. This is mentioned in the Shukla-

Yajurveda, as quoted already, along with the Puraanas. 

ĤŜƁ ŋŬŅŗƔ ŎŗŅūƁ ŅŅź ŏźǕŏŗū̝ͨņ ί 

ŅņŶŬŅ ŇŶŗū̏Ɓ Ƭūƞ̏ŅƂ ŋŘŰŋŬŅŎƈŗŅž ΰ Χά ΰ 

“I shall be the master of you all and therefore, you shall attain moksha – so, 

thus, the Devas agreed and (Rudra) became Pashupati.” 

—Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 33, Shloka 27 
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5. The Vishnu-Veerabhadra Conflict at the Daksha 

Yajna 

ŬĶȞ ŇǕūɮőŎǾŶ ŜŭőńƛŋŶń ƩŰŅŅőƁ Ŏůɏū ĸȃŅź Ŭŗ˿źƂ 

ŬŘŗūŗŅūőŎűŅŗůőŎƩŶń ŋőūĽŐ ĦɏŉŰŋŋʂŏž ί ŇǕūɮőŶ 

ŉūőūŐńūĸŏŉ̝ŷŗūŎūŗūŅž ί 'Ĩŋœ  ɻŋŰőŷŗŷŅŻ ŎĸŗūŉʣśʿŗƂ ί ŉūőūŐńˬ 

Ŭŗ˵ūɍū ŉ ŅŏɮőŏůŐŅŰƂ' ĦŬŅ ŇǕūɮőŶ Ŭŗ˿ŰĻŅŰŏŰƈķŐźőŉūĸŏŉƬŬŅŋūŇŉūŅž ί 

ŅūŏśŋŰőūńŶ ǑŬĻŇūĸŏŉƬŬŅŋūŇŉŶũŬŋ Ņ  ̝ŎūĸŗŅŬŗƚɞŅŐū 

ĤŉūŇőńůŐɓūȂŶŬŅ ΰ Ϊ ΰ 

5. The defeat of Vishnu, while He fled in the form of a deer, at the hands of Shri 

Shiva’s avataara Veerabhadra, during the Yajna of Daksha, is not possible, due 

to the fact that Shri Naaraayana was not present at the Yajna of Daksha. 

Ĩŋœ ɻŋŰőŷŗŷŅŻ ŎĸŗūŉʣśʿŗƂ ί 

ŉūőūŐńˬ Ŭŗ˵ūɍū ŉ ŅŏɮőŏůŐŅŰƂ ΰ 

“Already knowing the events that would occur, the lotus born one (Shri 

Brahmaa) and Shri Naaraayana, the soul of the universe, did not go to the 

Yajna,” (Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 4, Adhyaaya 6, Shloka 3) thus, it is 

known that neither Shri Vishnu nor Shri Brahmaa attended Daksha’s Yajna. 

However, the Taamasa Puraanas mention that both of them did go there, 

contradicting the statements of the Bhaagavata Puraana and thus, making 

them unacceptable. 

Explanation: During the Yajna conducted by Prajaapati Daksha, he insulted Shri 

Rudra, causing Sati to leave her body and angering Shiva, causing the Shiva 

ganas to attack Daksha’s Yajna and destroy it. There, Shiva’s avataara 

Veerabhadra defeated all the Devatas who had gathered at Daksha’s Yajna and 

later beheaded Daksha. As per the Shaiva Puraanas, this included Shri Brahmaa 

and Shri Vishnu too, who tried to escape in the form of a deer, but was caught 

by Veerabhadra and defeated. Vijayeendra Teertharu explains that this is found 

only in the Shaiva Puraanas, while the Vaishnava ones state that Brahmaa and 

Vishnu were absent at Daksha’s Yajna. Thus, the argument that this proves 

Veerabhadra’s superiority over Vishnu, is refuted. 
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Shri Bannanje Govindacharya provides an alternate view, reconciling the 

contradictions in the Puraanas – it is both true that Vishnu did and did not 

attend Daksha’s Yajna. Vishnu’s manifestation among the Trimurtis is His Vyuha 

form Aniruddha, who did not go to Daksha’s Yajna. However, as Upendra, the 

younger brother of Indra and one of the Aadityas of Svarga Loka, He is the 

Devata of all Yajnas. This is stated multiple times in the Vedas themselves. In 

our present Manvantara (a large unit of time, half of one Kalpa), Bhagavaan’s 

Upendra avataara appeared as a dwarf, Vaamana, giving him that name. 

ŅƧź ŗŷ˿ūŗůŏŲĻƁ ŗū ŐĽŰŗūƈ ĽŋŶɦȐź ŗŷ Ŭŗ˿Ű̏ɦȐŏž ί 

“Let him in that case chant some Yajus-text addressed to Shri Vishnu, for Shri 

Vishnu who is that Yajna.” 

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 1, Adhyaaya 1, Braahmana 4, Mantra 9 

ŗŷ˿ŗƁ ŇŶŗŅŐūņ ŐŇƯ̊ɷźŏź ί 

“Vishnu is the devata of the Yajna, Soma.” 

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 3, Adhyaaya 5, Braahmana 3, Mantra 2 

ŅƧź ŗŷ˿ŗůŏŲĻƁŗū ŐĽŰŗūƈ ĽŋŶɦȐź ŗŷ Ŭŗ˿Ű̏ɦȐŏž ί 

“If he should utter any human sound before that time, let him there and then 

mutter some Rk or Yajus-text addressed to Shri Vishnu, who is the Yajna, the 

giver of fruit.” 

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 1, Adhyaaya 7, Braahmana 4, Mantra 20 

More specifically, it has been said: 

ś ŐƂ ś Ŭŗ˿ŰŐƈȐƂ ś ś ŐƂ ś ŐȐźũśŻ ś ĥŬŇɏ̏ɞŶŇƁ ί 

“Now he who is this Vishnu is the Yajna; and He who is this Yajna is yonder 

Aaditya.” 

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Khanda 14, Adhyaaya 1, Braahmana 1, Mantra 6 

ŗūŏŉź Ŝ ŬŗΈŉŰőūś ί ŅɜŶŗū ŉ ŬĽŜůŬłőŶ ŏŜɨŷ ŉźũŇŰŐƏ ŉź ŐȐśƁŬŏŅŏŇŰŭőŬŅ ΰ 

“Now Vishnu was indeed Vaamana (a dwarf). The Devas, however, were not 

offended at this, but said: Much indeed they gave us, who gave us what is equal 

in size to the Yajna.” 

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Khanda 1, Adhyaaya 2, Braahmana 5, Mantra 5 
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The apparent defeat of Shri Vishnu by Veerabhadra was simply an act and 

nothing more. Thus, the argument of the Shaivas against Vishnu’s Supremacy 

through this incident, is invalid. 
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6. The Authority of Vyaasa Deva’s Words 

'śɏƁ śɏƁ ŋŰŉ̡ɏƁ ŎŰĽŏŰŇžňŲɏ ĻźȇŅŶ ί ŗŶŇŘū̑ūɉőƁ ŉūŮ̏ ŉ ŇŷŗƁ 

ĶŶŘŗūɉőŏž' ĦŬŅ śŗƈĪŬŚśŎūŏɭŶ ŗŇŅƂ ˧ūś  ̝ŎŰĽΉ̏ʧźũŎŰŬŇɏŶŅŅž 

̉ūɻŋŰőūńŶ ĶūŘůķȵŶ ƬŬŅŋūŬŇŅŏž ί Ņ  ̝̉ūɻ  ̝ŅūŏśŋŰőūńɓŶŉ 

ŬŗŬŘʕūŗŷŬŇĶɓȐūŉūŅž ί 'ĤŗŷŬŇĶƧŐƁ ȐūŉƁ ŗūŬś˽Ɓ śűŅśƁŬŜŅū ί ĶūŘůķȵƁ 

ŋŭőɏūșƁ ŗŷŬŇĶ̝ ŬŗőźňŅƂ' ĦɏūŬŇŉū ƬūŐŶń ĶūŘůķȵ̝ūŗŷŬŇĶɓūŗŶŇŉŶŉ Ļ 

ĨŋŶǕńůŐɓŏž ί ŬĶȞ 'śŜźŗūĻ ˧ūśƂ ŋūőūŘŐƈƂ' ĦɏūŬŇƳŰɏū ˧ūśŗĻŉūŉūƁ 

ƬūŏūȹūŗŶŇŉūŅž ί ŅƧ ŉūőūŐń̝ śŗƈ̛ūɉőɓƢŬŅŋūŇĶŗĻŉūŉūƁ 

ƳŰŬŅŏűœĶɓŶŉ ŅŇƬūŏūȹƬŬŅŋūŇĶĶūŘůķȵŗĻŉūŉūƁ ƳŰŬŅŬŗƚɞɓŶŉ 

ĤƬŏūńɓūȂŶŬŅ ΰ Ϋ ΰ 

6. “This is the truth, this is the truth, this again, is the truth, declared by me, 

raising my arms. There exists no Shaastra greater than the Vedas and no Deva 

greater than Keshava” (Skanda Puraana, Kaashi Khanda, Uttaraardha, Adhyaaya 

45, Shloka 13) – when Vyaasa Deva said these words amidst a group of all the 

Rshis, His arms were paralyzed. This is declared by the Skanda Puraana’s Kaashi 

Khanda. It is known that the Skanda Puraana is a taamasa Puraana and thus, is 

avaidika. 

ĤŗŷŬŇĶƧŐƁ ȐūŉƁ ŗūŬś˽Ɓ śűŅśƁŬŜŅū ί 

ĶūŘůķȵƁ ŋŭőɏūșƁ ŗŷŬŇĶ̝ ŬŗőźňŅƂ ΰ 

“The three sources of avaidika knowledge are the Vasistha section, Suta 

Samhita and Kaashi Khanda, which should be abandoned, as they contradict 

Vaidika knowledge,” thus, from this, it is known that the Kaashi Khanda is 

avaidika. Additionally, (it is said): 

śŜźŗūĻ ˧ūśƂ ŋūőūŘŐƈƂ.. 

“Vyaasa, the son of Paraashara, said..”(Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 1, 

Anuvaaka 9, Mantra 6), thus, from this statement of the Shruti, the authority of 

Vyaasa Deva’s words are known. There, Vyaasa Deva establishes the Supremacy 

of Shri Naaraayana over all entities, which being the root Shruti pramaanas, 

overrides and invalidates the statements  of the Kaashi Khanda, due to them 

contradicting the Shruti. 
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Explanation: In an story of the Kaashi Khanda of the Skanda Puraana, when 

Vyaasa Deva declared that Shri Vishnu is the Highest Deva and that there is no 

Shaastra greater than the Vedas, His arms were paralyzed by Nandi and Shri 

Vishnu Himself appears and tells Vyaasa Deva that He could not protect Him, 

implying that Shri Shiva alone is the Supreme Being and not Shri Vishnu. 

This view of the Skanda Puraana, is shown to be incorrect, as there is a shloka 

denouncing the very validity of the Suta Samhita and Kaashi Khanda of the 

Skanda Puraana, both of which are Shaiva sections. Further, the Taittireeya 

Aaranyaka mentions: 

ś ŜźŗūĻ ˧ūśƂ ŋūƄőŘƅŐƈƂ ŬŗŇžŐŰɨňŏŶŗūŜƁ ŏŲɏŰŏŷƄȃŬŏŬŅ ŉ ɓĶūƄŏƁ ŜƅŮɴ Ő ĮūƄŗƁ ŗŶūƅŇ ί 

Vyaasa, the son of Paraashara, said, "I'm indeed like lightning. Just as death by 

lightning is avoided with the knowledge of it, one who knows Me, free from any 

desire, becomes free from the fear of death." 

—Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prashna 1, Anuvaaka 9, Mantra 6 

From this declaration, it is known that Vyaasa Deva’s words hold complete 

authority, as per the Vedas themselves. As Vyaasa Deva declares that 

knowledge of Him is sufficient to free one from the fear of death, it implies that 

His words are valid and the Skanda Puraana contradicts this. Not only this, but 

the Skanda Puraana, elsewhere repeats the same declaration for Shri Vishnu: 

śɏƁ śɏƁ ŋŰŉƂ śɏŏŰŮȿʕ ŎŰĽŏŰȇŅŶ ί 

ĦŇŏŶĶƁ śŰŬŉ́ʂƁ ɭŶŐź ŉūőūŐńƂ śŇū ΰ ΫΥ ΰ 

“This is the truth. This is the truth. Again it is the truth. It is being proclaimed 

with raised hands. This has been excellently decided and concluded that 

Naaraayana should always be meditated upon.” 

—Skanda Puraana, Aavantya Khanda, Reva Khanda, Adhyaaya 10, Shloka 60 

The same shloka in question is also repeated in the Purushottama Samhita: 

ŗŶŇŘū̑ūɉőƁ ŉūŮ̏ ŉ ŇŷŗƁ ĶŶ Řŗūɉőŏž ί 

Ņ̛ūɣĽ̠ŇŶŗŶŘƁ ŬŗňūŉūŉŶŉ ĶŶ ŗœŏž ΰ 

“There is no Shaastra higher than the Vedas and no Deva higher than Keshava. 

From (the understanding of) this, propitiate Devesha, solely with the prescribed 
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methods.” 

—Purushottama Samhita, Adhyaaya 1, Shloka 27 

The following pramaana of Shri Vedaanta Deshika, in the 24th chapter of 

Rahasyatraya Saara, from a section of the Mahaabhaarata, which also contains 

a few Upabrhmanas for the Naaraayana Sukta, repeats the same: 

ĥœźȮ śŗƈŘū̑ūŬń ŬŗĻūŐƈ Ļ ŋŰŉƂŋŰŉƂ ί 

ĦŇŏŶĶƁ śŰŬŉ́ʂƁ ɭŶŐź ŉūőūŐńƂ śŇū ΰ ΦΦ ΰ 

"After studying all the Shaastras and frequent investigation of their meaning 

with the help of reason, this one truth alone becomes evident – Naraayana 

should always be meditated upon.” 

—Mahaabhaarata, Anushaasana Parva, Adhyaaya 186, Shloka 11 (also in the 

Nrsimha Puraana, Adhyaaya 64, Shloka 78; Garuda Puraana, Khanda 1, 

Adhyaaya 230, Shloka 1) 

This has been quoted by: 

¶ Shripaada Madhvacharya, in the Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya, 

Adhyaaya 2, Shloka 72 

¶ Shri Vedaanta Deshika, in Rahasyatraya Saara, Adhyaaya 24 

Therefore, the narrative of the Skanda Puraana is untrue and mohaka, only for 

the purpose of misleading non-bhaktas, as mentioned in the Varaaha and 

Padma Puraanas. 
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7. The Mohini Rupa of Shri Vishnu 

ŬĶȞ ĤŏŲŅŬŗŎūĸĶūœŶ ŇŶŗśƁőǕńūņƋ ĤśŰő˧ūŏźŜŉūņƋ Ļ ŋŰƚŚźɃŏŶŉ ŏźŬŜŉůŗŶŚƂ 

ŋŭőĸŲŜůŅƂ ί ŅŇŉɴőƁ ŏźŬŜŉůŗŶŚŏūˬŐƈŎűŅƁ ƚƩƂ ŏŏūŬŋ ƬŇŘƈŐŶŬŅ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ 

ƬŬŅƬūŬņƈŅŗūŉž ί ĤŉɴőƁ Ŭŗ˿Űŉū ƬŇŬŘƈŅŶ ŅƩűŋŶ ƚƩƂ śŏůŋΉņūƁ ŋūŗƈŅůƁ ɏǆū 

ŏŰǫ̡ŉž ŬŗĸŬœŅőŶŅƂ ƬŗūŜŷĸƈŏŉŋņŏūƩƌĶŰ ŗƈŉž ŅūŏŶŗūŬŎśśūőŶŬŅ ŋŰőūńŶʘūŗŶɦŅŶ 

ί ŅūŗŅū ŋŰƚŚźɃŏ̝ ŉ ŬŉĶŚƈƂ ί ŅƩűŋŇŘƈŉŶŉ Ņ  ̝ŏźŜźǃŶƂ ί ĤśŰő˧ūŏźŜŉūņƋ 

ŇŶŗśƁőǕńūņƋ Ļ ŋŰƚŚźɃŏ̝ūŬŋ ŏźŜĶ̑ůŗŶŚŋŭőƢŜśƁŎŗūŅž 

ŏɖĶű ŏƈŗőūŜūŬŇƛŋŋŭőƢŜŇŘƈŉūȂŶŬŅ ΰ ά ΰ 

7. Further, at the time of the distribution of amrta, for the purpose of 

protecting the Devas and deluding the asuras, Purushottama took on the 

disguise of Mohini. Later, after that, Rudra, having heard of (Vishnu’s) disguise 

of Mohini astonishing the Devatas and asuras, requested Vishnu to show him 

the same form. Later, due to Vishnu displaying that form, Rudra neglected his 

own wife, Paarvati Devi, who was near him, and was carried away by Mohini’s 

beauty, ejaculating semen and following her everywhere – thus is known from 

the Puraanas. This does not lower Purushottama’s status (as He assumed the 

form of a woman). But (Rudra) being deluded by the sight of this form proves 

the inverse. Purushottama had assumed this deluding female form for the 

purpose of deluding the asuras and protecting the Devatas. This is known from 

the Matsya, Kurma and Varaaha Puraanas. 

Explanation: As per Shaiva darshanas, Shri Vishnu is considered the Devata of 

Prakrti, while Shri Shiva is considered the Devata of Purusha Tattva. This 

incident is often quoted to prove this claim and show the Supremacy of Shri 

Rudra. However, Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu explains that this incident does not 

prove so, as there is nothing opposing Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy or the fact that 

He is Purushottama and the Highest Purusha, which is known from the Vedas, 

Aagamas and Itihaasas, since the form of Mohini was merely for the purpose of 

tricking the asuras, during the churning of the ocean. On the other hand, the 

fact that Shiva was stunned by the sight of Mohini proves Shiva’s subordinacy 

with respect to Vishnu.
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8. The Narasimha-Sharabha Incident 

ŬĶȞ ŉŲŬśƁŜƁ ƚƩƂ ŘőŎź ŎűɓūŗňůŬŇɏŶŅŇŬŋ ŬŗĻūőŐūŏƂ ŅƧ 

'ŬŜőȹūśŰőőǃŋūŉŶŉ ĨʇɃŶŉ ŉŲŬśƁŜŶŉ œźĶŶ ŚŰ ĨŋƩŰŅŶŚŰ śɔŰ ŇŶŗūƂ ŅŬʂŐŏŉūŐ 

ŬŘŗƁ ƬūņƈŐūŏūśŰƂ ί ŅŅƂ ŬŘŗƬŶŭőŅź ŗůőŎƩ˶őŎź Ŏűɓū ŉŲŬśƁŜŋūŇŻ ĸŲŜůɓū 

ƯūŏŐūŏūś ί ŅŅź ŉŲŬśƁŜ̏ūƩǃŬŉĸƈŏŉŶŉ ƬĶŲ ŬŅŗŘŏūŋʂƂ ŗůőŎƩƁ ŅŰ˺ūŗ ί 

ŗůőŎƩźũŬŋ ĶŇūʕŶŗƁŬŗňƁ ĶŲ ɏƁ ŏū ĶŰ ŬŗƈŬŅ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ŬŉŐ˂ ŬŘŗūŮɴĶƁ Ƭūŋ' ĦŬŅ 

̉ūɻŋŰőūńŶ ƬŬŅŋūŬŇŅŏž ί ŘŷŗŋŰőūńŶ ŅŰ 'ƚƩ Įŗ ŘőŎź Ŏűɓū ŉŲŬśƁŜƁ ĽĹūŉ' ĦŬŅ 

ƬŬŅŋūŬŇŅŏž ί ĤƧ ŬŗőźňΉ Ű̙ ŀŅőƂ ̉ūɻŘŷŗŋŰőūńŐź̏ūŏśɓƁ Ļ ƬŬśɞŏž ί 

ŬĶȞ ŬŜőȹūśŰőőǃŋūŉŶŉ ŉŲŬśƁŜ̝ ŏźŜƬŬŅŋūŇŉŏʕśǾŅŏž ί 'śŗƈŎűŅΉņŏŶĶƁ 

ŉūőūŐńƁ ĶūőńƛŋƁ.. ŘźĶŏźŜŬŗŬŉŏŰƈǃƁ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ɭūŐŉž ί ƳůŇƈňŬŅ' ĦŬŅ 

Ŭŗ˿źŏƔŜūɏɴūŎūŗ̝ŷŗūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί ŬĶȞ śŗƏũŬŋ œźĶūƂ ŉŲŬśƁŜŶŉźŋƩŰŅū 

ĦɏŶŅŇʕśǾŅŏž ί 'ŋŭőƧūńūŐ śūňűŉūƁ ŬŗŉūŘūŐ Ļ ŇŰ˸ŲŅūŏž ί 

ňŏƈśƁΉņūŋŉūņūƈŐ śʿŗūŬŏ ŐŰĸŶ ŐŰĸŶ' ĦɏūŬŇ̛Ųɏū ŬŗΈȺŗŅūőūńūƁ 

śūňŰŋŭőƧūńŇŰ˺ŬŉƢŜūŬŇƬŐźĽŉśɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί ŬĶȞ 'ŉŲŬśƁŜ˶őŎŶń ŜŅƂ' 

ĦɏūʕśǾŅŏž ί ŉŲŬśƁŜŅūŋŉůŐŶ æ 'ĮŚ ŇŶŜūɴŶ ŅŏśƂ ŋőŏƁ ňūŏ ƬūʑŰŐūŅž ί ŐƧ 

ŬŗőĽź ŉŲŬśƁŜź ŎūśŅŶ ŅƧ ĨŋūśŅŶ ί Ņɔ͈Řū ŏŰŉŐƂ' ĦɏūŬŇŉū ŉŲŬśƁŜ̝ 

ŋőŏŋŇūŗΉņūŬŐɓūŗŶŇŉūŅž ί ŅŋŉůŐźŋƠŏŶ ŉŲŬśƁŜ̝ 'ĶŶ ŗœƁ 

șźŬŅőŶĶŏŉūɦŉɴŏž' ĦɏūŬŇŉūũŉūɦŉɴɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί ŬĶōƞŉū ōƞŋŰőūńŶŚŰ 

ŉŲŬśƁŜ Įŗ ŘőŎŜɴŶɏūŗŶɦŅŶ ΰ 

Ņņū ŬŜ ŋūɥŶ æ ÐŅŻ ŐŰɭŏūŉŻ Ļ ŬĻőƁ ŗŶŜŶŉ ōœŗɃŏŻ ί ŉ śŏƁ ĽǳŅŰŇŶūƈŗŻ 

ŉŲŬśƁŜŘőŎūĶŲ Ņů ΰ ŅŅƂ ĶŰ ɞź ŏŜūĶūŐź ŉŲŬśƁŜź ŎůŏŬŗƠŏƂ ί śŜƵĶőĽūŉƧ 

Ņ  ̝ĸūƧŶ ʈŗŶŘŐŅž ΰ ŋŬŅŅƁ ŎůŏŏɏŰƢƁ ŉŲŬśƁŜƂ ŘőŎƁ ƚŚū ί Ľňūŉ 

ŬŉŬŘŅŷ̏ů̻ńŷƂ ŉķŷŉƈķŗőūŐŰňƂ ΰ ŬŉŜŅŶ ŘőŎŶ ŅƯ̊ŉž őŻƩŶ ŏňŰŬŉŚűŇŉŏž ί ŅŰΈŀŰŗŰƂ 

ŋŰȵőůĶūǕƁ ŇŶŗū ŇŶŗŚƈŐ̏ņÑ ĦŬŅ ΰ 

ŗūŏŉŋŰőūńŶ æ ÐŬŉĶŲ ɏ ōūƞƚŬŘőū ŗƥĶ˗ŏŰķŷŉƈķŷƂ ί ŏŶƚŋŲ˽Ŷ ŉŲŬśƁŜŶŉ 

ŘőŎˬĤņ śźũŋŅŅž ίÐ ĦŬŅ ΰ 

ĶŻŏƏ æ 'ś Ļ͘ĻŰŋȞūŉŉŏ˺ŋūŇƁ ŋǕɨŐūȱƁ ňŉŉůœĸūƧŏž ί 

Ű̙őʇŜūŅůƲśŜƵŜ̏Ɓ śŜƵŘƵƁ ŘőŎ̠ƛŋŏž ΰ ĶőūŇūŇūŐƬɏŶĶƁ ŏŰķƁ 

Ļ͘ĻŰŋŰŀɨŐŏž ί ŬŗŇūŐƈ Ļ ŉŲŬśƁŜ̏Ɓ ŬŜőȹĶŬŘŋŰƁ Őņū' ĦŬŅ ΰ 
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ĥǮŶŐŋŰőūńŶ ĻɓūŭőƁŘŶũɭūŐŶ æ 'ŅŅƂ ǕńŶŉ ŘőŎź ŉūŇŋűŭőŅ ŬŇĺžŏŰķƂ ί 

ĤʵūŘŏĸŏŬɨ˿ź˧ƈŉŇɣŷőŗ̠ŉŏž ΰ ś ŅŏʵūĸŅƁ Έ͈ȧū ŉŲŬśƁŜƂ ŘőŎƁ ƚŚū ί 

ŉķŷŬŗƈŇūőŐūŏūś ŬŜőȹĶŬŘŋŰƁ Őņū' ĦŬŅ ΰ 

ŬĶȞ ÐŜŭőƁ ŜőɴŏŉŰŐŮɴ ŇŶŗūƂ ί Ŭŗ˵̝ŶŘūŉƁ ŗŲŚŎƁ ŏŅůŉūŏžÑ ĦŬŅ ƳŰŅŻ 

ħŘūŉŘŮʦŅ̝ ƚƩ  ̝ŉŲŬśƁŜŜŅɓŏūŗŶɦŅŶ ί Ŭŗ˵̝ŶŬŅ ƬņŏūņƏ Ś˽ů ί Ŭŗ˵ŶŇŶŗūƂ 

ħŘūŉƁ ƚƩƁ ŜőɴƁ śƁŜőɴƁ ŜŭőƁ ĤŉŰŐɴůŬŅ ŅȃŰɏņƈŬŗȐūŉūŅž ί ŉ Ļ ŜŭőƁ ŜőɴƁ 

ħŘūŉƁ Ŭŗ˵ŶŇŶŗū ĤŉŰŐɴůɏʉŐźũŮ̒ŬŅ ŗūȇŏž ί ÐƮ̤ūńŬŏɼƁ ƚƩƁ Ļ ŐŏƁ 

ŗƚńŏŶŗ Ļ ί ŬŉŜɏ ŜőŅŶ Ơ̋ūɃ̛ūɞŭőŭőŜźȇŅŶÑ ĦŬŅ ̛Ųɏū 

Ʈ̤ŶŘūŉūŬŇŜɴŲɓ̝ŷŗ ŜŭőŘʦƬŗŲŬɃŬŉŬŏɃɓŶŉ Ņū͈ŘūʉŐūǾůĶūőūŐźĸūŅž ΰ ŉ 

ĻŷŗƁ ŜőɴŬŏɏ̝ ĻŷŐņƈŏž ί ŜŭőŘʦź ŉ ĶŶ ŗœƁ ƛŃƂ ŬĶɴŰ 

ŐŻŬĸĶźũŋůɏņƈȐūŋŉŶŉ ŅŇŗŷˈɘƔŋŋɃŶƂ ί 

ŉ Ļ ŬĶȞ ÐŅ̝Ŷɼź ŗŬưƛŋŶń ňŉŰșūƈŏŮȃŉɗŐŏžÑ ĦɏŰŋƠ˂ ÐĮŅƩŰƩ̝  ňŉŰƂ 

ί ƚƩ̝ɓŶŗ ňŉŰőūŬɇƈƂ ŬŘő ĨŮɉŋŶŚ ί ś ƬŗǴƔũŎŗŅžÑ ĦŬŅ ŅŷŬɃőůŐūőȹĶŶ 

Ŭŗ˿ŰƬŶŭőŅŉŶɼŶń ƚƩŬŘőȃŶŇƂ ĶŲ ŅƂ ĦŬŅ ƬŬŅŋūɦŅŶ ί ŉ ĻŶɼ ̝ƚƩŬŘőƂļŶŇƂ 

ĤŉŶĶƬŏūńōūŬňŅ ĦŬŅ ňŉŰŬƵŬŘőśʼŮɾŅŐū ŬŉŬŇƈ˲ŏūŉ̝ ƚƩŘʦ  ̝

ƬŬśɞƚƩūʈŐǕŋőɓŏŶŗŶŬŅ śūŏĸŷőňůŐŏūŉɓūŬŇŬŅ ŗūȇŏž ί 

ŋűŗƔǃƳŰŬŅ̛ŲɏŉŰśūőŶń ƚƩŘʦ  ̝ƬŬśɞƚƩŋőɓ̝ŷŗ ʈūˈɓūŅž ί 

ƬŬśɞŶɼ̝ ƚƩŬŘőȃŶŇśūŏɘūƈŎūŗŶũŬŋ Ŭŗ˿ŰĻƠśŜĶūőŶń Ŭŗ˿ŰśŜĶūőŶń 

ĻŶɼ ̝ƚƩŬŘőȃŶŇśūŏɘƈśʿŗūŅž ί ŉ ĻūƧ ƬŏūńūŎūŗƂ ί 'őŬǕŅŰƁ ŉŷŗ ŘǉźŬŚ 

̠ūɍūŉŏŬŋ ŘǼő ί ŐŰɞŶ ŬĶƁ ĽŶ̆Ŭś ɓƁ ŏūƁ ŋűŗƈŗŲɃƁ ŏŐźȇŅŶ ΰ ŐŇū 

ŏɣǃŘƠ  ̝Ő̿ɮƁśƂ ĶŲ Ņ̒Őū ί ŅŇūŜƁ ŅŶ ŬŘőŮ˭ɓū ŅȽŅű őŬǕŅź ŏŐū ΰ 

ŅŅź ŏūƁ ƬūņƈŐūŏūś ŏŉźŎů˺ūŐ ŋūŗƈŅů ί ŅŇū ŗŷ ŏɊśūŇŶŉ Ƭūńūŉž œŶŎŶ Ŏŗūŉž 

ŬŘŗ' ĦŬŅ ĨɃőĶű ŏƈŋŰőūńŶ ŋūŗƈŅůƁ ŋŬŅ Ŭŗ˿ŰƬŘƁśūƛŋŶń ŬŘŗŗĻŉŶŉ ĨŋōŲˇńūŅž 

ί 

ĤƧŶŇƁ ŬĶœźŋūǣūŉŏž æ ǑŬĻȻ˗Ŷ ǑŬĻŬŇɼź ŉūőūŐńŋőūŐńƂ śŗƈŇŶŗūŉž ŋŭőŎűŐ 

ŉūőūŐńŏŶŗźŬɜ˲ ŐȐƁ ĶŅŰƈśŰŋĻƠŏŶ ί ŅŇŉɴőƁ śŗƏ ŇŶŗūƂ ĦɼŐȐŬŗǹĶőńūŐ 

ƚƩƁ ƬŶŚŐūŏūśŰƂ ί ŅŅź ƚƩź ĦɼŐȐŬŗǹĶőńūŐ ƬŗŲɃŶ ĦɼŶń ̛ūŭőŅź ŉūőūŐńƂ 

ŐȐŬŗǹĶŅŰƈƂ ƚƩ  ̝ŬŘőƂ ĻƠŶ ń ŬĻȃŶŇ ί ŅŇŉɴőƁ ŋūŗƈŅů̏źƧŶń 

ŬŘŗŏŰȋůŗŐūŏūśŶŬŅ ί ĦŇƁ Ļ ŏɖŋŰőūńŶ ŉūőŬśƁŜŋŰőūńŶ ĻūŗœźĶŉůŐŬŏŬŅ 

ŉŲŬśƁŜŬŗĽŐ Įŗ ƬūŏūŬńĶƂ ί ŉ ŅŰ ŘőŎŬŗĽŐ ĦŬŅ Ŭśɞŏž ΰ έ ΰ 
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8. Moving on to the allegation of Narasimha being slain by Sharabha, there: 

ŬŜőȹūśŰőőǃŋūŉŶŉ ĨʇɃŶŉ ŉŲŬśƁŜŶŉ œźĶŶ ŚŰ ĨŋƩŰŅŶŚŰ śɔŰ ŇŶŗūƂ ŅŬʂŐŏŉūŐ ŬŘŗƁ 

ƬūņƈŐūŏūśŰƂ ί 

ŅŅƂ ŬŘŗƬŶŭőŅź ŗůőŎƩ˶őŎź Ŏűɓū ŉŲŬśƁŜŋūŇŻ ĸŲŜůɓū ƯūŏŐūŏūś ΰ 

ŅŅź ŉŲŬśƁŜ̏ūƩǃŬŉĸƈŏŉŶŉ ƬĶŲ ŬŅŗŘŏūŋʂƂ ŗůőŎƩƁ ŅŰ˺ūŗ ί 

ŗůőŎƩźũŬŋ ĶŇūʕŶŗƁŬŗňƁ ĶŲ ɏƁ ŏū ĶŰ ŬŗƈŬŅ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ŬŉŐ˂ ŬŘŗūŮɴĶƁ Ƭūŋ ΰ 

“Due to Nrsimha Deva driking Hiranyaasura’s (Hiranyakashipu) blood, and 

creating havoc in the various lokas, the Devas prayed to Shiva. Therefore, 

ordered by Shiva, Veerabhadra assumed the form of a Sharabha, seized 

Nrsimha by His feet and swirled Him. Therefore, due to Nrsimha vomitting the 

blood, He regained His composure and pleased Veerabhadra. Veerabhadra, 

having controlled Vishnu, returned to Shiva,” thus, is declared in the Skanda 

Puraana. But, in the Shiva Puraana: 

ƚƩ Įŗ ŘőŎź Ŏűɓū ŉŲŬśƁŜƁ ĽĹūŉ ί 

“Rudra, solely as Sharabha, killed Nrsimha,” thus, (is stated). 

Here, both the Shiva and Skanda Puraanas mutually contradict each other and 

as a result, one of them is false. Further, the narrative mentioning Narasimha 

drinking Hiranyaasura’s blood and being deluded is inconsistent with the 

statements of the Vedas, such as: 

śŗƈŎűŅΉņŏŶĶƁ ŉūőūŐńƁ ĶūőńƛŋƁ.. ŘźĶŏźŜŬŗŬŉŏŰƈǃƁ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ɭūŐŉž ί 

“The One Naaraayana, established in all entities, who is the cause of 

everything.. is Vishnu, who is free from delusions and pains, and is the object of 

meditation,” (Aatmabodha Upanishad) thus, it is known that there is no 

possibility of Vishnu being deluded. Further, the idea of Narasimha Deva being 

deluded due to consuming Hiranyaasura’s blood, holds no water, as: 

ŋŭőƧūńūŐ śūňűŉūƁ ŬŗŉūŘūŐ Ļ ŇŰ Ų˸ Ņūŏž ί 

ňŏƈśƁΉņūŋŉūņūƈŐ śʿŗūŬŏ ŐŰĸŶ ŐŰĸŶ ΰ 

(Shri Krshna said): “For the purpose of protecting the Saadhus, destroying the 

evil and establishing dharma, I appear, Yuga after Yuga,” (Bhagavat Geeta, 

Adhyaaya 4, Shloka 8) thus, it is known that protection of the Saadhus (bhaktas) 
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and destruction of evil beings is the purpose of Vishnu’s avataaras. Further, the 

claim that Nrsimha was slain by Sharabha, also holds no water, as the Nrsimha 

Taapaneeya Upanishad says: 

ĮŚ ŇŶŜūɴŶ ŅŏśƂ ŋőŏƁ ňūŏ ƬūʑŰŐūŅž ί ŐƧ ŬŗőĽź ŉŲŬśƁŜź ŎūśŅŶ ŅƧ ĨŋūśŅŶ ί ŅɔŘ͈ū 

ŏŰŉŐƂ' ĦɏūŬŇŉū ŉŲŬśƁŜ̝ ŋőŏŋŇūŗΉņūŬŐɓūŗŶŇŉūŅž ί 

“At death, one (who propitiates Nrsimha Deva), attains the Highest abode, 

where Nrsimha Deva, free from defects, is clearly visible and worshiped. That, is 

visible to the Munis,” (Avyakta Upanishad, Khanda 7) thus, it is known that 

Narasimha Deva resides at the Supreme abode, Parama Padam. In another 

prakarana of the Taapaneeya Upanishad, it is said: 

ĶŶ ŗœƁ șźŬŅőŶĶŏŉūɦŉɴŏž ί 

“He is solely devoid of a beginning or end,” (Avyakta Upanishad, Khanda 1) 

thus, it is known that Narasimha Deva has no beginning or end. What more? 

From multiple Puraanas, it is known that Narasimha Deva alone slayed 

Sharabha. So, in the Padma Puraana: 

ŅŻ ŐŰɭŏūŉŻ Ļ ŬĻőƁ ŗŶūŜŶūŉ ōœŗɃŏŻ ί 

ŉ śŏƁ ĽǳŅŰŇŶūƈŗŻ ŉŲŬśƁŜŘőŎūĶŲ Ņů ΰ 

ŅŅƂ ĶŰ ɞź ŏŜūĶūŐź ŉŲŬśƁŜź ŎůŏŬŗƠŏƂ ί 

śŜƵĶőĽūŉƧ Ņ  ̝ĸūƧŶ ʈŗŶŘŐŅž ΰ 

ŋŬŅŅƁ ŎůŏŏɏŰƢƁ ŉŲŬśƁŜƂ ŘőŎƁ ƚŚū ί 

Ľňūŉ ŬŉŬŘŅŷ̏ů̻ńŷƂ ŉķŷŉƈķŗőūŐŰňƂ ΰ 

ŬŉŜŅŶ ŘőŎŶ ŅƯ̊ŉž őŻƩŶ ŏňŰŬŉŚűŇŉŏž ί 

ŅŰΈŀŰŗŰƂ ŋŰȵőůĶūǕƁ ŇŶŗū ŇŶŗŚƈŐ̏ņ ΰ 

“The two powerful Devas, Narasimha and Sharabha, who have no equal in the 

universe, fought a prolonged, fierce and violent battle. As a result of that 

altercation, the large bodied Narasimha, who possesses terrific valor that 

controls the asuras and prevents anything from going against His will, whose 

limbs appeared to have a thousand nails was angered. Being in that state of 

rage, Narasimha, who is terrible and extremely formidable towards adharmis 

bent on adharma, killed Sharabha using His sharp and fierce nails. Sharabha had 
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incited the wrath of Madhusudana and so, the lotus eyed One was appeased by 

the prayers of the Devas and Devarishis,” thus, is stated. 

ŬŉĶŲ ɏ ōūƞƚŬŘőū ŗƥĶ˗ŏŰķŷŉƈķŷƂ ί 

ŏŶƚŋŲ˽Ŷ ŉŲŬśƁŜŶŉ ŘőŎˬĤņ śźũŋŅŅž ΰ 

In the Vaamana Puraana, "Chopping off the many heads (of Sharabha), with His 

nails, that were equal to adamantine, Narasimha Deva who towered like the 

Meru mountain, also subdued Sharabha," thus (is stated). 

ś Ļ͘ĻŰŋȞūŉŉŏ˺ŋūŇƁ ŋǕɨŐūȱƁ ňŉŉůœĸūƧŏž ί 

Ű̙ őʇŜūŅůƲśŜƵŜ̏Ɓ śŜƵŘƵƁ ŘőŎ̠ƛŋŏž ΰ 

ĶőūŇūŇūŐƬɏŶĶƁ ŏŰķƁ Ļ͘ĻŰŋŰŀɨŐŏž ί 

ŬŗŇūŐƈ Ļ ŉŲŬśƁŜ̏Ɓ ŬŜőȹĶŬŘŋŰƁ Őņū ΰ 

In the Kurma Puraana, "The form of Sharabha had a beak, the head of a lion, 

with 8 feet and limbs which were dense black color. He was throbbing with the 

intensity (of anger), had bloodied hands, with a thousand weapons. Narasimha, 

acting mercilessly as in the case of Hiranyakasipu, tore apart with His hands, the 

beaks on every single one of Sharabha’s heads, at their folds," thus, (is stated). 

ŅŅƂ ǕńŶŉ ŘőŎź ŉūŇŋűŭőŅ ŬŇĺžŏŰķƂ ί 

ĤʵūŘŏĸŏŬɨ˿ź˧ƈŉŇɣŷőŗ̠ŉŏž ΰ 

ś ŅŏʵūĸŅƁ ͈Έȧū ŉŲŬśƁŜƂ ŘőŎƁ ƚŚū ί 

ŉķŷŬŗƈŇūőŐūŏūś ŬŜőȹĶŬŘŋŰƁ Őņū ΰ 

In the Agni Puraana, "Thereupon, in a moment, the sound from Sharabha’s 

mouth intensified in all directions, approaching Vishnu, with a terrible roar. 

Narasimha, having seen that arrival of Sharabha and heard his roar, became 

furious and disposed (of Sharabha) with His nails, as He did in the case of 

Hiranyakashipu," thus, (is stated). Further, 

‘ŜŭőƁ ŜőɴŏŉŰŐŮɴ ŇŶŗūƂ ί Ŭŗ˵̝ŶŘūŉƁ ŗŲŚŎƁ ŏŅůŉūŏž,’ (Taittireeya Aaranyaka, 

Prashna 3, Anuvaaka 15, Mantra 1; Prashna 10, Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad, 

Anuvaaka 41, Mantra 50) thus is a vaakya in the Shruti, sounding like Rudra 

subdued Narasimha. The word ‘vishvasya’ should be considered to be in 

prathama vibhakti (the first vibhakti of Sanskrit grammar, signifying the subject 
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of a sentence), instead of shashthi vibhakti (the sixth vibhakti, signifying 

possessions). “The ruler of the universe, who is Hari, who destroyed Rudra 

(Sharabha), is followed (by the Devas)” – thus is the meaning. And it does not 

intend to say the Devas of the universe follow Rudra, who destroyed Hari, 

since: 

Ʈ̤ūńŬŏɼƁ ƚƩƁ Ļ ŐŏƁ ŗƚńŏŶŗ Ļ ί 

ŬŉŜɏ ŜőŅŶ Ơ̋ūɃ̛ūɞŭőŭőŜźȇŅŶ ΰ 

“Being the destroyer of Brahmaa, Indra, Rudra, Yama and Varuna, He is solely 

known as Hari,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 226, Shlokas 86-87) 

thus, is the statement of a Smrti, attributing the name Hari to Shri Vishnu, as He 

solely has the role of the destroyer of Brahmaa, Rudra and the other Devatas. 

Not only is the word ‘Hari’ rudhi (a whole word and not a combination of 

multiple words), but it can be considered yaugika (a word formed by 

combination of other words) too. 

And moreover, 

Ņ̝Ŷɼź ŗŬưƛŋŶń ňŉŰșūƈŏŮȃŉɗŐŏž ί 

“Indra, in the form of a worm, broke the chord of the bow,” (Taittireeya 

Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 1, Anuvaaka 5, Mantra 3), thus, is stated (by a passage 

in the Taittireeya Aaranyaka), which later says: 

ĮŅƩŰƩ̝  ňŉŰƂ ί ƚƩ̝ɓŶŗ ňŉŰőūŬɇƈƂ ŬŘő ĨŮɉŋŶŚ ί ś ƬŗǴƔũŎŗŅž ί 

“This is Rudra’s bow. As it is Rudra’s, his head broke into pieces. He became the 

Pravargya Yajna,” (ibid. Mantra 5) thus is stated in the Taittireeya Aaranyaka, 

mentioning how Indra, being powered by Vishnu (his Antaryaami), broke the 

heads of Rudra. And due to the presence of numerous pramaanas, it cannot be 

supposed that the Rudra beheaded by the bow, refers to another Rudra and 

not the well known Rudra, as claimed by the reciters of the Saama Veda. As per 

the Shruti vaakya (Harim harantam..), it is known that it is the well known 

Rudra only who is referred to, by this vaakya. As Indra is not capable of doing 

this, it is established that it was only due to Shri Vishnu and His chakra, it was 

possible for Indra to severe the heads of Rudra. There are pramaanas to state 

this too. 
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őŬǕŅŰƁ ŉŷŗ ŘǉźŬŚ ̠ūɍūŉŏŬŋ ŘǼő ί 

ŐŰɞŶ ŬĶƁ ĽŶ̆Ŭś ɓƁ ŏūƁ ŋűŗƈŗŲɃƁ ŏŐźȇŅŶ ΰ 

ŐŇū ŏɣǃŘƠ  ̝Ő̿ɮƁśƂ ĶŲ Ņ̒Őū ί 

ŅŇūŜƁ ŅŶ ŬŘőŮ˭ɓū ŅȽŅű őŬǕŅź ŏŐū ΰ 

ŅŅź ŏūƁ ƬūņƈŐūŏūś ŏŉźŎů˺ūŐ ŋūŗƈŅů ί 

ŅŇū ŗŷ ŏɊśūŇŶŉ Ƭūńūŉž œŶŎŶ Ŏŗūŉž ŬŘŗ ΰ 

“Shankara, you are not capable of protecting yourself. How will you win a fight 

against Me? I shall narrate an old incident. When you tried to interrupt a Yajna 

being performed by Shakra (Indra), I severed your head, protecting the Yajna. 

Then, Paarvati prayed to Me, and due to her desire, I revived you, as My 

benediction, O Shiva,” thus is stated in the Uttarabhaaga of the Kurma Puraana, 

by Paarvati Pati himself, recalling Shri Vishnu’s words, as an Upabrhmana (to 

the Taittireeya Aaraanyaka). 

Here, the background of this is — Once, in some Kalpa, Indra, meditating on 

Shri Naaraayana, without telling all the Devas, started a Yajna to propitiate 

Naaraayana. Later, the other Devas sent Rudra to obstruct Indra’s Yajna. Then, 

when Rudra proceeded to halt Indra’s Yajna, due to Indra remembering 

Naaraayana, Rudra’s heads were severed by (Vishnu’s) Chakra. Later, due to 

Paarvati Devi’s Stotra for Shri Vishnu, Shiva was restored to life. This has been 

stated in the Matsya Puraana and Narasimha Puraana. 

Therefore, it is proven that Narasimha Deva alone was victorious, but not 

Sharabha being victorious – Thus has been established. 

Explanation: It is popularly claimed by Shaivas that Sharabha killed Narasimha, 

after Narasimha killed Hiranyakashipu and continued to be livid, as said in the 

Shaiva Puraanas. However, the Vaishnava stance on this incident is not well 

known, and as explained by Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu, it was Narasimha Deva 

who killed Sharabha. Firstly, the Skanda and Shaiva Puraanas contradict each 

other on whether Narasimha was actually subdued by Veerabhadra or killed by 

Shiva. Secondly, the whole incident contradicts the Vedas, Aagamas and the 

higher Shaastras, which directly mention the Supremacy of Shri Vishnu and Him 

being Param Brahma. There is no possibility of Him being deluded or being 
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killed by anyone. The Padma Puraana even refers to Him as the conqueror of 

Veerabhadra: 

ŎūœŶ Ňňūő Őź ŇŶŗź ŉŲŬśƁŜź ŗůőŎƩ ŬĽŅž ɨūŇŘūŬŇɏŬōƁōūŬŉ śŰŅʏūŬŉ ƬŏūńŅƂ ί 

“That Deva, Nrsimha, the conqueror of Veerabhadra, held the much heated 

orbs of twelve Suns, on His forehead.” 

—Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 174, Shlokas 85-86 

Further, the Vaishnava portions of the Puraanas also mention that Narasimha 

Deva killed Sharabha. The reason why the incident took place, as explained in 

bhaashyas and other granthas, is because the Devatas were afraid of 

Narasimha’s anger and wanted to pacify Him, due to which they asked Shiva to 

do so. Shiva was temporarily overcome by tamas, as in the case of almost all 

Devatas, just like the effect of asura-aavesha occurs in them (refer to the 

Chhaandogya Upanishad, Prapaathaka 1, Khanda 2). Thus, he attempted to 

attack Narasimha Deva, which failed, as no one can conquer Him, as He is 

Paramaatma. 

There is another praamana from the Varaaha Puraana: 

ŜɴŰŏž ĤʭūĸŅŏž őŻƩŏž ŘőŎŏž ŉőĶŶ śőů ί 

ŉķŷŬŗƈŇūőŐūŏūś ŬŜőȹĶŬŘŋŰŏž Őņū ΰ 

“The Man-lion (Narasimha) killed the violent Sharabha who had approached 

Him (for battle), by lacerating Sharabha with His nails in a similar manner as in 

the case of Hiranyakashipu.” 

—Varaaha Puraana (Quoted in the Kuresha Vijaya; also in the 23rd chapter of 

the Shesha Samhita, a Pancharaatra Aagama) 

The opponents allege that the aforementioned quotations of Narasimha killing 

Sharabha, are not extant in the present day editions of the Puraanas, due to 

which they may deemed unreliable. However, this claim holds no water and has 

a lot of baadhakas (inconsistencies). One must be aware that Vijayeendra 

Teertharu mentioned these arguments during a debate with Lingaraajendra, 

with other mediators. There is no possiblity of false or unreliable pramaanas 

being quoted, as they would be immediately questioned and rejected by the 

opponents. Quoting unreliable pramaanas in granthas or debates was never an 
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option. On top of this, there are numerous such missing quotations from the 

works of even Shaivas, Smaartas and importantly, the opponents of 

Vijayeendra Teertharu, such as Appayya Deekshita. It is foolish to assume that 

the quotations of Aachaaryas can be false or unreliable. 

With an unbiased approach, one can notice that not just Vaishnavas, but even 

Smaartas quoted the same shlokas, in their works. Shri Bodhendra Sarasvati, a 

Smaarta, quoted the Varaaha Puraana reference, in Hari-Hara Advaita 

Bhushanam, though he attributed it to the Padma Puraana. He also quoted the 

Vaamana Puraana reference, as quoted by Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Smaarta, Shri Raamasubrahmanya Shaastri, quoted both these 

references, in his work ‘Vishnudveshakara Maha-Shaivamata Mardanam’, and 

also mentioned that it was quoted in the Kuresha Vijaya. 
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Obviously, they argue in accordance to Hari-Hara abheda, after quoting these 

shlokas, but their quotations show that these shlokas were well known and 

thus, there is no chance of them being unreliable. 

Not just this, but much before Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu, the 12th century 

Vaikhaanasa scholar, Shri Shrinivaasa Deekshita, mentioned that the incident of 

Narasimha killing Sharabha was also extant in the Narasimha Puraana, in his 

Paramaatmika Upanishad bhaashya: 

ŘőŎƛŋŶń ĸŅūŉūƁ Ʈ̤ƚƩūŇůŉūŏŬŋ ŉŲŬśƁŜƛŬŋńū śƁŜūőūŬŇĶƁ  

ŉūőŬśƁŜŋŰőūńūŬŇ̇ŗĸ˂ŅŶ śʏŬƧƁŘŶũɭūŐŶ 

He also quoted the Shruti vaakya stating ‘Harim  harantam..’ and explained how 

it refers to Narasimha Deva subduing Sharabha: 

ÐŜŭő ŜőɴŏŉŰŐŮɴ ŇŶŗūƂ ί Ŭŗ˵̝ŶŘūŉƁ ŗŲŚŎƁ ŏŅůŉūŏž ί Ʈ̤ śƛŋŏŉŰ ŏŶŇŏūĸūŅž ίÐ 

ĦɏūŬŇŚŰ ŜŭőƁ ŉŲŬśŜƁ ŜőɴƁ ŘőŎƛŋŶń ħŘūŉƁ ƚƩƁ ŇŶŗū ĤŉŰŐūŮɴ ĸŬŅƁ ĶŰ ŗƈŮɴ ί ĤŅƂ 

śŗƈśƁŜūőĶūőĶź ƚƩ ĮŗŶŬŅ ĻŶŅž ŅŇśŅž ί 

άHari, who destroyed (Sharabha), is followed by the Devas. He is the ruler of the 

universe and the all-mighty (Vrshabha). He approaches the Yajamaana, 

impelled by the mantra with an appropriate form,έ ό¢ŀƛǘǘƛǊŜŜȅŀ !ŀǊŀƴȅŀƪŀΣ 

Prapaathaka 3, Anuvaaka 15, Mantra 1; tǊŀǇŀŀǘƘŀƪŀ млΣ aŀƘŀ-bŀŀǊŀŀȅŀƴŀ 

¦ǇŀƴƛǎƘŀŘΣ !ƴǳǾŀŀƪŀ пмΣ aŀƴǘǊŀ рлύ thus it is known that Hari, Narasimha, the 

destroyer of Rudra, Sharabha, is followed by the Devas, as their destination. 

Therefore, if it is supposed that Rudra is the cause of destruction of everything, 

it is incorrect. 

The Devata of this Sukta is Mrtyu, perfectly concurring with the fact that 

Narasimha is the controller (and Antaryaami) of Mrtyu, as stated in the 

Narasimha Taapaneeya Upanishad, showing that this mantra talks about 

Narasimha Deva destroying Sharabha and not vice versa. 

The present day editions of the Puraanas are incomplete and interpolated, with 

variations in different versions and manuscripts. Many are not even digitized or 

translated, due to which, there is no evidence to conclude that the quotations 

are absolutely missing from the Puraanas. It is foolish to assume that lack of 

their presence in the currently available versions proves their inauthenticity or 
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lack of reliability. Till the 15th century at least, it is known that quoting 

interpolations or unreliable pramaanas was never an option for scholars, as 

they were easily detectable and criticized, evident from the statements of 

Shripaada Madhvacharya and Shri Vedaanta Deshika. Hence, it would not be 

possible for reputed scholars to quote any vaakyas of questionable authenticity, 

let alone bogus ones, in their works, as the opponents would immediately call 

them out and reprimand them. Thus, the argument that the quotations of 

Vijayeendra Teertharu are unreliable, is weak and lacks basis. 

The fact that Narasimha slayed Sharabha is also sopported by a similar incident, 

where Shiva tries interrupting a Yajna being performed by Indra, leading Indra 

to overpower Shiva, through Vishnu, as Indra’s Antaryaami, beheading Shiva. 

This is mentioned in the Taittireeya Aaranyaka, as quoted by Vijayeendra 

Teertharu. This is suppoortedBt the fact that Vishnu is known as Hari, as He 

destroys all the Devatas, as said in the shloka from the Padma Puraana as well 

as pramaanas like these: 

Ʈ̤ūńŬŏɼƁ Ļ ŐŏƁ ƚƩƁ ŗƚń Įŗ Ļ ί 

ŉĸŲ̦ ŜőśŶ Ơ̋ūɃ̛ūɞŭőŭőŜźȇśŶ ΰ 

(Prthivee said to Shri Varaaha): “Brahmaa, Indra, Yama, Rudra and Varuna are 

solely controlled by and attracted towards You, which is why You are known as 

'Hari'.” 

—Matsya Puraana, Adhyaaya 248, Shlokas 35-36 

ŜőŬś ƬūŬńŉź ŇŶŗ ŅŅź ŜŭőŭőŬŅ ̛ŲŅƂ ί 

“You annihilate all living entities and therefore, are known as Hari.” 

—Harivamsha, Bhavishya Parva, Adhyaaya 88, Shloka 45 
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9. The Shivalinga of Raameshvaram 

őūŏĻɼŶń őūŗńŗňĽŬŉŅƮ̤ŜɏūŋŉŰɃŐŶ śŶŅŻ ŬœǾƬŬŅ˽ūŅɉűĽūŬŇĶƁ ĶŲ ŅŬŏŬŅ 

ŐŇŰǃƁ ŅŇŬŋ 'ŉ Ķŏƈńū ŗňƈŅŶ ŉź ĶŉůŐūŉžÑ ί Ðś ĮŚ śŗƈŎűŅūɴőūɍūũŋŜŅŋūʔū 

ŬŇ˧ź ŇŶŗ ĮĶź ŉūőūŐńƂ' ί 'ŉ ŏūƁ ĶŏūƈŬń ŬœʺŮɴ ŉ ŏŶ ĶŏƈŌœŶ ̗ŲŜū' 

ĦɏūŬŇƳŰŬŅ̛ŲŬŅŬŎŉūƈőūŐń̝ ŋŰȹŋūŋƛŋĶŏƈœŶŋūŎūŗƬŬŅŋūŇŉūŅž ŅŬɨƚɞŏž ί 

ŉ Ļ őūŏĻɼź ŉūőūŐńź ŉ ŎŗŬŅ ŬĶ͠ɓʈ ĮŗŶŬŅ ŗūȇŏž ί őūŏźŋŬŉŚŬŇ 

őūŏūŐńŇŻ Ļ őūŏĻɼ̝ ŉūőūŐńŗŅūőɓƬŬŅŋūŇŉūŅž ί ŗū˛ůŬĶ ƬźǃŶ 

śŗƈŗŷŬŇĶŋŭőĸŲŬŜŅŶ őūŏūŐńŶ Ņū͈Řūņƈ̝ ƬŬŅŋūŇŉūȂ ί 'ĤƧ ŋűŗƋ ŏŜūŇŶŗƂ 

ƬśūŇŏĶőźʇŏ' ĦŬŅ ŗŷŇŶŜůƁ ŋŬŅƬŐūńŶ őūŗńŗňūɉűŗƈŏŶŗ 

ŏŜūŇŶŗƬśūŇƬŬŅŋūŇŉŶŉ őūŗńŗňĽŬŉŅƮ̤ŜɏūŋŉŰɃŐŶ śŶŅŻ ŬœǾƬŬŅ˽ū 

ŅɉűĽūŬŇĶƁ ĶŲ ŅŬŏɏ̝ūņƈ̝ūƬūŏūŬńĶɓūŅž ί ŐɦŬŅ ŬœǾŋŰőūńŶ őūŏūŐńśƁǕŶŋŶ 

æ 'ś ĶŲ ɓū ŗūŉőŘŅŷőž' ĦɏūŬŇŉū śŶŅŻ ƬŬŅ˽ū ŅɉűĽūŬŇĶƁ ĶŲ ŅŬŏɏūŗŶɦŅŶ ί 

ŅņūŬŋ Ņ  ̝ŅūŏśɓŶŉ ĤŉūŇőńůŐɓŏž ί ŉ ŬŜ ŋőƮ̤ŎűŅ̝ őūŏĻɼ̝ 

ŬœǾƬŬŅ˽ū ŅɉűĽūŬŇŉūŉūŉŗūʏŏŗūʏ˧Ɓ ŬĶŬȞŇŮ̏ ί 

ŬŋŅŲŗūǎŋŭőŋūœŉŗɞŏƈśƁΉņūŋŉūņƋ ŅŬŇŬŅ ĻŶʂ ί 'ŐƧ ƚƩūĻƈŉƁ Ơ̆ňūőńƁ 

ƬźȇŅŶ ōŰňŷƂ ί ŅŇƮ̤ȹŬŗŚŐƁ ŬŗƬūńūƁ ŅŰ ŉ ĶŬŜƈŬĻŅž' ĦŬŅ ŜūőůŅ̛Ųɏū 

ŬŘŗŬœǾūĻƈŉ̝ Ʈṳ̄ńūʅɏňŏƈɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί 'ŐūʈŶŅūŬŉ ŇŶŗƧūǕƧūŬń Ħɼź 

ŗƚń̡źŏź ƚƩƂ ŋĽƈʈź Őŏź ŏŲɏŰőůŘūŉ' ĦɏūŬŇƳŰŬŅŬŎƂ ƚƩ  ̝ǕŬƧŐɓūŗŶŋŉūŅž 

ί 'Őź ŗŷ ̠ūƁ ŇŶŗŅūŏŬŅŐĽŶŅ' ĦɏūŬŇŉū śūŏūʈŅƂ 

̠ūŉŰƛŋŇŶŗŅźŋūśŉūŬŗňūŉūȂ ΰ 

ŬŘŗūĻƈŉƁ ŬŘŗŬœǾūĻƈŉƁ Ļ ǕƧňŏƈ ĮŗŶŬŅ ĻŶɣŗŶŇŶŚū Ķ˗ŉū ί ŐɦƧ 

ƬŏūńūɴőŬŗőźňź ŉ ̝ūŅž ί 'ĤŜŏʕŗŅūőŶŚŰ ɓūƁ Ļ ƚƩ ŏŜūōœ ί ŅūŏśūŉūƁ 

ŏźŜŉūņƋ ŋűĽŐūŬŏ ŐŰĸŶ ŐŰĸŶ' ĦŬŅ ŋūɥŋŰőūńŶ ŅūőĶƮ̤őūĽśƁŬŜŅūŐūƁ Ŭŗ˿Űŉū 

̠ūŗŅūőŶŚŰ ŅūŏśŏźŜŉūņƋ ŜŶ ί ŬŘŗ ŏŐūŬŋ ɓŇĻƈŉƁ ŬƠŐŅŶ ĦɏŰǃɓŶŉ Ņ  ̝

ǕƧňŏƈɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί 'ĤʈŇŶŗƁ ŗőƁ ŇŶŬŜ ƬŬśɞƁ śŗƈĽɴŰŋŰ ί ŏɏƔ Ŏűɓū ŎŗūŉŶŗ 

ŏŏ śūňŐ ĶŶ Řŗ ΰ ŏūƁ ŎĽ  ̠Ļ ŇŶŗŶŘ ŗőƁ ŏɃź ĸŲŜūń Ļί ŐŶŉūŜƁ śŗƈŎűŅūŉūƁ 

ĲĩșūɉűșŅőźũŎŗŏž ΰ ŇŶŗĶūŐƔŗŅūőŶŚŰ ŏūŉŰŚɓŏŰŋźŬŐŗūŉž ί 

ɓūŏŶŗūőūňŬŐ̆ūŬŏ ŏŏ ɓƁ ŗőŇź Ŏŗ ΰ' ĦɏūŬŇŉū ŗūőūŜŶ ƚƩĸůŅūŐūƁ Ķű ŏƈŋŰőūńŶ 

Ļ ŬŘŗ ̝ŬŗΈȺȇƈŉůŐŅŐū ŗőœʧɓūŗŶŇŉŶŉ Ņ  ̝Ļ ĶŲ ˿ūĥŗŅūőūŬŇŚŰ 

ĤĽŰƈŉūŇŶ̡ūőɭūŬŇĶőńŗŅž ĥŬƳŅśŻœʵƬŇŘƈŉūņƈɓŶŉ ŋ͏ɓūŬŗĹŬŅɓūȂ ί 

ŅŅ ˬ'śŶŅŰŏɭŶ ŏŜūŇŶŗŏůŘūŉƁ ĶŲ ŬɃŗūśśŏž ί ΉņūŋŐūŏūś ŬœǾ ŅŅž ŋűĽŐūŏūś 
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őūĹŗƂ ί Ņ  ̝ŇŶŗź ŏŜūŇŶŗƂ ΉņūŗĸʉőŏŰɃŏŏž' ĦɏūŬŇ 

Ķű ŏƈŋŰőūńƬŬŅŋʂŬœǾƬŬŅ˽ūŅɉűĽūŬŇĶƁ ŬŘŗŗőƬūņƈŉūŬŉŬŏɃŏŶŗŶŬŅ ŉ ŅūŗŅū 

ŬŘŗūŋŶǕŐū Ŭŗ˿źőŋĶŚƈŬśŮɞƂ ί Ŭŗ˵ūŬŏƧŎūőɨūĽūĸ̐ŇůŉūƁ ŉŏ̉ūőŗɃŶʵź 

ŗőƬūʐūŬŇŗȂ őūŏūŗŅūőŶ ŬŘŗŬœǾūĻƈŉ̝ūŬŋ Ŭŗ˿źƂ 

ƳŰŬŅ̛ŲɏūŬŇŬśɞŋőƮ̤ɓŋőŏ̠ūŅ͠ɐūŬŗňūŬŅɓūŬŇŬŅ ΰ ή ΰ ƳůƂ ΰ 

9. Shri Raamachandra established and worshiped a linga at the bridge, due to 

the Brahma Hatya dosha occurring from the killing of Raavana – thus is alleged 

(by the opponent), but: 

ŉ Ķŏƈńū ŗňƈŅŶ ŉź ĶŉůŐūŉž ί 

“(The glory of Brahman) neither increases nor decreases through karma.” 

(Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 14, Adhyaaya 7, Braahmana 2, Mantra 

28/Brhadaaranyaka Upanishad, Adhyaaya 4, Braahmana 4, Mantra 23) 

ś ĮŚ śŗƈŎűŅūɴőūɍūũŋŜŅŋūʔū ŬŇ˧ź ŇŶŗ ĮĶź ŉūőūŐńƂ ί 

“He is the Antaraatma of all entities and the destroyer of paapa karma, the 

Divine Deva, the One Naaraayana.” (Subaala Upanishad, Khanda 7) 

ŉ ŏūƁ ĶŏūƈŬń ŬœʺŮɴ ŉ ŏŶ ĶŏƈŌœŶ ̗ŲŜū ί 

(Shri Krshna said): “Karmas do not defile Me, nor do I desire the results of 

karmas,” (Bhagavat Geeta, Adhyaaya 4, Shloka 14) thus from these statements 

of the Shruti and Smrtis, it is inferred that Shri Naaraayana is immune to punya 

karmas and paapa karmas, which is contradicted (by the allegation of the 

Purvapakshin). And it is not true to assume that Shri Raama and Shri 

Naaraayana are different Personalities. From the Raamopanishad and 

Raamaayana, it is known that Raama is an avataara of Naaraayana. In the 

purely Vaidika Raamaayana composed by Rshi Vaalmeeki, the same has been 

stated. 

ĤƧ ŋűŗƋ ŏŜūŇŶŗƂ ƬśūŇŏĶőźʇŏ ί 

(Shri Raama said): “Here, formerly, MahaaDeva blessed Me,” (Vaalmiki 

Raamaayana, Yuddha Kaanda, Sarga 123/126, Shloka 19) thus it is known that 

Vaidehipati (Raama) worshiped MahaaDeva, before killing Raavana, disproving 
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the notion of Raama establishing a linga and worshiping Shiva to get rid of a 

Brahma hatya dosha due to killing Raavana. 

But in the narration of the Raamayana in the Linga Puraana, “He did so with a 

hundred Vaanaras,” thus is known about the establishment of the linga, on the 

bridge. Due to it being taamasa, the straightforward meaning is unacceptable. 

Further, establishing a linga and worshiping it would yield no benefit for Shri 

Raama, as He is Para Brahman. It would also not have the purpose of 

establishing Dharma, such as following His father’s words, since: 

ŐƧ ƚƩūĻƈŉƁ Ơ̆ňūőńƁ ƬźȇŅŶ ōŰňŷƂ ί 

ŅŇƮ̤ȹŬŗŚŐƁ ŬŗƬūńūƁ ŅŰ ŉ ĶŬŜƈŬĻŅž ΰ 

“There, Rudraarchana and wearing of bhasma are considered not to be the 

subject of non-Braahmanas by the intelligent ones, and thus, should never be 

done (by them),” thus from this stateemnt of the Haarita Smrti, it is known that 

Shiva-lingaarchana is the duty of Braahmanas. 

ŐūʈŶŅūŬŉ ŇŶŗƧūǕƧūŬń Ħɼź ŗƚń̡źŏź ƚƩƂ ŋĽƈʈź Őŏź ŏŲɏŰőůŘūŉ ί 

“These are the Devas who are Kshatriyas – Indra, Varuna, Soma, Rudra, 

Parjanya, Yama, Mrtyu and Eeshaana,” thus the fact that Rudra is a Kshatriya 

(one of the presiding Devatas of the Kshatriya varna, as Devatas do not possess 

any varna) is known from this vaakya of the Shruti. 

Őź ŗŷ ̠ūƁ ŇŶŗŅūŏŬŅŐĽŶŅ ί 

“One should worship a Devata as per one’s own nature,” thus, from such 

statements, it is understood that one must propitiate one’s Devata, as 

described. 

The notion that archana of Shiva and Shivalingas is the Dharma of Kshatriyas, is 

solely a misconception and wouldn’t have been, if it were not contradicted by 

Shaastra pramaanas. 

ĤŜŏʕŗŅūőŶŚŰ ɓūƁ Ļ ƚƩ ŏŜūōœ ί 

ŅūŏśūŉūƁ ŏźŜŉūņƋ ŋűĽŐūŬŏ ŐŰĸŶ ŐŰĸŶ ΰ 

“I shall worship you during my avataaras, Yuga after Yuga, O mighty Rudra, for 

the purpose of deluding the Taamasic beings,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, 
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Adhyaaya 235, Shloka 35) thus is stated in the Taaraka-Brahmaraaja Samhita of 

the Padma Puraana, where Shri Vishnu states that he would do so, during His 

own avataaras, for the purpose of deluding taamasic beings. Shiva himself says 

the following for that worship, from which (Raama’s) Kshatra dharma not being 

contradicted, is known: 

ĤʈŇŶŗƁ ŗőƁ ŇŶŬŜ ƬŬśɞƁ śŗƈĽɴŰŋŰ ί 

ŏɏƔ Ŏűɓū ŎŗūŉŶŗ ŏŏ śūňŐ ĶŶ Řŗ ΰ 

ŏūƁ ŎĽ  ̠Ļ ŇŶŗŶŘ ŗőƁ ŏɃź ĸŲŜūń Ļί 

ŐŶŉūŜƁ śŗƈŎűŅūŉūƁ ĲĩșūɉűșŅőźũŎŗŏž ΰ 

ŇŶŗĶūŐƔŗŅūőŶŚŰ ŏūŉŰŚɓŏŰŋźŬŐŗūŉž ί 

ɓūŏŶŗūőūňŬŐ̆ūŬŏ ŏŏ ɓƁ ŗőŇź Ŏŗ ΰ 

(Shri Umaapati said): “Give me this boon, O Deva, so I become eminent among 

all beings. By incarnating on Earth, O Keshava, worship me and get boons from 

me. From this, I will become worship-worthy to all the Devas.” Shri Vishnu said, 

“For the sake of the Devas, I shall assume avataaras, assuming the form of a 

human being. I will worship you solely, by which you shall become ‘Varada’, the 

bestower of boons,” (Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 73, Rudra Geeta, Shlokas 42-

44) thus is stated in the Rudra Geeta of the Varaaha Puraana, as well as the 

Kurma Puraana, showing Shiva’s receipt of a boon to be worshiped by Vishnu, 

and just like during His Krshna avataara, He became the charioteer of Arjuna, 

showing the ease of His bhaktas attaining Him, so is the case here. And 

therefore, 

śŶŅŰŏɭŶ ŏŜūŇŶŗŏůŘūŉƁ ĶŲ ŬɃŗūśśŏž ί 

ΉņūŋŐūŏūś ŬœǾ ŅŅž ŋűĽŐūŏūś őūĹŗƂ ί 

Ņ  ̝ŇŶŗź ŏŜūŇŶŗƂ ΉņūŗĸʉőŏŰɃŏŏž ΰ 

“On the middle of the bridge, MahaaDeva, Eeshaana, clad in (elephant) skin, 

was established as a linga that was worshiped by Raaghava,” thus it is proven 

from this statement of the Kurma Puraana, that the establishment and the 

worship of the Linga, was for the fulfilment of Shiva’s boon, and it does not 

cancel Vishnu’s Supremacy. Just as He made obeisances to Vishvaamitra Rshi, 

Bhaaradvaaja Rshi, Agastya Rshi and the others, during His Raama avataara, He 
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fulfilled the boon (of Shiva), by worshiping a Shiva linga, which does not alter 

Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy and the fact that He is Para Brahman and an 

Independent Being, established by the Shrutis, Smrtis and other Shaastras. 

Shreehi. 

Explanation: It is claimed by many Shaivas that Shri Raama incurred the paapa 

karma of Brahma-hatya, the paapa karma incurred for killing a Braahmana, as 

He slayed Raavana. However, this is incorrect on many levels, as firstly, Shri 

Raama is an avataara of Shri Naaraayana, who is Para Brahman and therefore, 

free from the effects of all karmas, as said in the quoted pramaanas. 

Ŭŉ˸œź Ŭŉőȡŉź ŬŉŬŗƈĶ˗ź ŬŉőūǣūŅƂ ŘŰɞź ŇŶŗ ĮĶźƄ ŉūőūŐƅńƂ ί ŉ ŬɨƅŅůŐź᳚ũŮ̏ƅ 

ĶŬˬƄŅž ί 

“The Stainless, Sinless, Changeless, Unnameable and Pure Deva is the One 

Naaraayana. There is none who is a second.” 

—Naaraayana Upanishad, Khanda 2 

Further, Raavana was an extremely heinous raakshasa and had absolutely no 

qualifications of a Braahmana, which makes the idea of Raama incurring 

Brahma-hatya dosha absurd and unreasonable. Raavana was simply born to a 

Braahmana father, but had absolutely no qualifications of a Braahmana. A Dvija 

must practice Brahmacharya, have absolute control over his senses, be on the 

path of dharma and be devoted to Bhagavaan. However, Raavana was a rapist 

and lustful asura who had lusted over Vedaavati and raped many women, 

including Nalakuvara’s fiancee, Rambha, due to which he was cursed to die if he 

did so ever again. 

From this, it is understood that the idea of Raavana being a Braahmana is 

totally untrue and implausible. Moreover, Shiva himself praises Shri Raama for 

killing Raavana. 

ŋŰ˸őūǕ ŏŜūōūŜź ŏŜūŗǕ ŋőɴŋ ί 

ŬŇΈȦūĶŲ ŅŬŏŇƁĶŏƈɓŐūňŏƈŎŲŅūƁŗő ΰ  

ŬŇΈȦūśŗƈ̝œźĶ̝ƬŗŲɞƁŇūƚńƁŅŏƂ ί 

ĤŋūŗŲɃƁɓŐūśĺžǣŶőūŏőūŗńĽƁŎŐŏž ΰ 
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"O Lotus-eyed, Mighty-armed and Broadchested One, the subduer of enemies, 

You have fortunately performed this deed. The immense dread and fear of all, 

caused by the cruel Raavana, has been fortunately reversed by You, in the war, 

O Raama." 

—Vaalmiki Raamaayana, Yuddha Kaanda, Sarga 119/122, Shlokas 2-3 

When Shri Rudra himself praises Shri Raama for killing Raavana, it makes no 

sense for Shri Raama to worship him, just to nullify an alleged sin caused by it! 

Shri Raama, though being Para Brahman Himself, actually worshiped Shiva 

before the war only to fulfil Shri Shiva’s boon of being worshiped by Shri 

Vishnu. Therefore, the idea of Raama incurring Brahma-hatya dosha and 

worshiping Shiva to get rid of it, is incorrect. 

Now, the actual reason why Shri Raama worshiped Shri Rudra Deva is simply 

because Shri Raama is Paramaatma and therefore, worships Himself, through 

other Devatas, as He exists in their hearts, as their Antaryaamin. The Rudra 

Geeta already clarifies why Shri Vishnu worshiped Shri Shiva and other Devatas, 

during His avataaras. Ultimately, Shri Vishnu worships Himself, even through 

other Devatas, as He Himself is Paramaatma and there is absolutely no need for 

Him to worship anyone. From the Bhaagavata Puraana, it is known Shri Krshna 

would always meditate upon Himself, as He is Param Brahma. 

Ʈṳ̄Ŷ ŏŰƟŅƈ ĨɆūŐ ŗūŐŰƈŋ̗Ų˲ ŏūňŗ: ί 

ŇɭŻ ƬśʂĶőń ĥɍūŉƁ Ņŏś: ŋőŏž ΰ Ω ΰ 

ĮĶƁ ̠ŐƁșźŬŅőŉʈŏ˧ŐƁ̠śƁΉņŐū ŬŉɏŬŉő̏Ķ˛Śŏž ί 

Ʈ̤ūǣŏ̝źɣŗŉūŘŜŶŅŰŬŎ:̠ ŘŮǃŬŎœƈŬǕŅŎūŗŬŉŗŲƈŬŅŏž ΰ Ϊ ΰ 

“Rising during the braahma-muhurta period and touching water, Maadhava, 

with a clear mind, would meditate upon Himself, the one self-luminous and 

infallible Brahman, without a second, who by His very nature, dispels 

contamination and through His own energies, which cause the creation and 

destruction of this universe, manifests His own blissful existence.” 

—Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 10, Adhyaaya 70, Shloka 4 

In the Mahaabhaarata too, Shri Krshna clarifies why He worships Shiva: 
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ŉūőūŐńūɍĶź ȐŶŐƂ ŋūȵŗŶŐ ŐŰĸŶŐŰĸŶ ί 

ŅƯ̊Ůʌ ŋűșŏūŉŶ ŗŷ ŇŶŗŇŶŗŶ ŏŜŶ˵őŶ ΰ 

ĤŜŏūɍū ŬŜ œźĶūŉūƁ Ŭŗ˵ŶŚūƁ ŋūȵŰŉɻŉ ΰ 

(Shri Krshna said): “O Arjuna, know that in every yuga, Rudra has Naaraayana as 

his Aatma. It is the Prabhu, the Naaraayana in Maheshvara, who is actually 

worshiped while worshiping Maheshvara, O Paartha. O son of Paandu, I am 

indeed the Aatma of the universe and the lokas.” 

—Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva, Adhyaaya 350, Shlokas 22-23 (var. Adhyaaya 

328, Shlokas 19-20) 

ŉ ŬŜ ŏŶ ĶŶ ŉŬĻɜŶŐź ŗőƂ ŋūȵŗŉɻŉ ί 

ĦŬŅ śƁŬĻɵ ŏŉśū ŋŰőūńƁ ƚƩŏů˵őŏž ΰ 

ŋŰƧūņƈŏūőūŬňŅŗūŉŜŏūɍūŉŏūɍŉū ί 

“There is indeed none who can grant Me boons, O son of Paandu. Thus, 

considering this, I mentally worship Rudra, Eeshvara, for the purpose of 

obtaining progeny, as My own Aatma (Sankarshana’s amsha, who resides in the 

heart of Rudra).” 

—Ibid. Shlokas 28-29 (var. Adhyaaya 328, Shloka 25) 

As per the Pancharaatra Aagamas, there are four Vyuha forms of Shri Vishnu – 

VaasuDeva, Sankarshana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha. Shri Shiva is a vibhuti 

(expansion) of Shri Vishnu’s Sankarshana rupa and therefore, Sankarshana, who 

is also the possessor of the form of Nrsimha, is Shiva’s Antaryaami, who resides 

in his heart, next to his Aatma. The following pramaanas make all this clear. 

śɯŚƈńź ŉŲŬśƁŜŶŉ ĤɴŐūƈŬŏ ŬŘŗ̝ŅŰ ί 

“Sankarshana, as Nrsimha, is the Antaryaami (indweller) of Shiva.” 

—Prakaasha Samhita 

śǼŚƈńśƁȐūŏūɍśŏūŬňƛŋŶń śŬʂňūʕŷŅŇŬŎĸŲńŉž Ŏŗ ĨŋňūŗŬŅ ΰ ΦΫ ΰ 

“Shri Shiva is aware that Sankarshana is his own cause and therefore, meditates 

upon Him, in samaadhi.” 

—Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 5, Adhyaaya 17, Shloka 16 
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ɓūŏŲŅŶ ĶŏœūĶūƁŅ ŉūʈŬʂŗūƈńĶūőńŏž ί 

ĤƁŅŐūƈŬŏʅŎź ŏŶ ɓƁ ɓūƁ Ŭŗŉū ŬŗƢŜƂ ĶŰ ŅƂ ΰ Ωή ΰ 

(Shri Shiva said): "Excepting you, O Kamalaakaanta, there is no other cause of 

bliss and liberation. O Prabhu, you are my Antaryaami. Without you, how can a 

body exist?" 

—Skanda Puraana, Vaishnava Khanda, Purushottamakshetra Maahaatmya, 

Adhyaaya 4, Shloka 49 

śǼŚƈńūɍĶź ƚƩź Ŭŉ˹˂ūŬɃ Ľĸ͛ΣŐŏž ΰ Φή ΰ 

"Rudra, with the Aatma of Sankarshana, destroys the three realms." 

—Vishnu Puraana, Amsha 2, Adhyaaya 5, Shloka 19 

śʿǗ śŗƈŎűŅūŬŉ ŇŶŗūŇůʈŬŗŘŶŚŅƂ ί 

ŉŲɏɏɴŶ Ļ ŐƩűŋƁ Ņ̛ ŷ ƚƩūɍŉŶ ŉŏƂ ΰ ΧΫ ΰ 

“One who dances delightfully after devouring all entities, the Devas and the 

rest, without differentiation, in that form – salutations to Him, the Aatma of 

Rudra.” 

—Vishnu Puraana, Amsha 3, Adhyaaya 17, Shloka 26 

śŲΈȦņƋ ŅŰ ŋŰőū Ʈ̤ū ĻƠŶ ̦ŶŅŇŉŰɃŏŏž ί 

ŏ Ņ ̝ƬŎūŗŶŉ ŬŉŬŏƈŅƁ śĻőūĻőŏž ΰ ΦΪ ΰ 

ħ˵őŶń ƲŅƁ ĻůńƋ ŗňūņƋ ŬƧŋŰő̝Ļ ί 

ƲŅ̝ū̝ƬŎūŗŶŉ ŬƧŋŰő̏Ű ŬŉŋūŬŅŅƂ ΰ ΦΫ ΰ 

(Shri Narasimha Deva said): "Formerly, Brahmaa Deva observed this excellent 

vrata (of Narasimha Deva) for the purpose of creation. Due to the power of My 

vrata, he created the mobile and the immobile. Shiva observed this vow for 

killing Tripura. Due to the power of this vrata, Tripura was knocked down." 

—Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 174, Shlokas 15-16 

Hence, Shri Vishnu is not subordinate to anyone, but worships the Devatas like 

Shiva, as a blessing for them and to ultimately worship His own aavesha, who 

resides in them. Thus, it is stated in the Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya: 
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ǑŬĻŮȃŗƁ ǑŬĻ͈Śůŉž ǑŬĻɜŶŗūŉž ǑŬĻʂőūŉž ί 

ŉŏɏĻƈŐŬŅ ̏ŻŬŅ ŗőūŉņƈŐŅŶũŬŋĻ ΰ ΦΧά ΰ 

ŬœǾƁ ƬŬŅ˽ūŋŐŬŅ ŗŲńźɏśŰőŅź ŗőūŉž ί 

śŗƏ˵őƂ ̠ŅɶźũŬŋ śŗƈŘŮǃˬ śŗƈŇū ί 

śŗƈȐźũŬŋ ŬŗŏźŜūŐ ĽŉūŉūƁ ŋŰƚŚźɃŏƂ ΰ ΦΧέ ΰ 

“Shri Vishnu sometimes worships Shri Shiva; Sometimes He worships Rishis; 

Sometimes He worships Devatas; Sometimes He worships humans; He bows to 

them and praises them; He asks boons from them; He establishes Lingas; He 

asks boons from Asuras; He, who is eternally Sarveshvara, Independent, 

infinitely capable, infinitely knowledgeable and Purushottama, does so to 

delude (certain taamasika) people.” 

—Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya, Adhyaaya 2, Shlokas 133-134 (var. 

Shlokas 127-128) 
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10. Krshna worshiping Shiva for Progeny 

ĮŗƁ ĶŲ ˿  ̝Ķŷ œūśŐūƧūŐūƁ ŬŘŗŗőƬŇūŉŶŉ ŋŰƧƬūʐūŬŇĶŏŬŋ śŏņƈŉůŐŏŶŗŶŬŅ ŉ 

ĶŬˬŬɨőźňƂ ί ŅƧ ŬŜ ŜŭőŗƁŘŶ Ķŷ œūśŐūƧūŐūƁ ŋőūŬŎŏŅŬŘŗŗĻŉŷƂ ĶŲ ˿  ̝

śŗƈ̛ūɉőɓ̝ ŬŘŗ ̝ĶŲ ˿źŋūśĶɓ̝ ĻūŗŶŇŉŶŉ ŉ ĶŲ ˿  ̝

ŋŰƧƬūʐūŬŇĶŏŬŋ ŬŘŗŗőƬśūŇŶŉŶŬŅ ŅŋˬŐūƈŬŇĶƁ ŉŀŉŏūƧŏž ί ŅƧ ŬŜ æ ÐŅŅź 

ŗŲŚɮĽź ŇŶŗ˶űœů śūǕūŇŰŏūŋŬŅƂ ί ĶőƁ ĶőŶń śƁ̗Ų˲ Ŭŗ˿źˬƠňő̝ ŬŜ ί 

ƬźŗūĻ Ŏĸŗūŉž ƚƩƂ ĶŶ ŘŗƁ ĸƚłɮĽŏž ί ƳŲȺŅūƁ śŗƈ ŇŶŗūŉūƁ ŏŰŉůŉūƁ 

ŎūŬŗŅūɍŉūŏž ί ŬĶŬŏŇƁ ŇŶŗŇŶŗŶŘ ĻƠŋūńŶ ĽŉūŇƈŉ ί ŅŋˬŐūƈ ŬĶŏņƋ ŅŶ Ƭūņƈŉū 

Ņŗ Ķū ŬŗŎź ί ̠ŐƁ Ŭŗ˿ŰŎƈŗūŬʂɏƂ Ņŋśū ŗū ɓŐū ŜőŶ ί ɓɃ̡ŏŎŗŬɨ˵Ɓ ɓŬŐ 

śŗƋ ƬœůŐŅŶ ί ŏƩɓƁ śŗƈĸź ŇŶŗɓŏŶŗūŜƁ ĽŉūŇƈŉ ί ĥŗŐźőɴőƁ ŉūŮ̏ 

ŘʦŷőņƒĽƈĸɉŅŶ ί ŉūŏūŬŉ Ņŗ ĸźŬŗɻ ŐūŬŉ œźĶŶ ŏŜūŮɴ Ļ ί ŅūʈŶŗ ŏŏ ŉūŏūŬŉ 

ŉūƧ ĶūŐūƈ ŬŗĻūőńū ί ɓŇŰŋūśū Ľĸʂūņ śŶūŗū̏Ű ŏŏ ĸźŋŅŶ ί Ő  ˬɓūƁ ɨŶŬ˺ ŇŶŗŶŘ 

ś ŏūƁ ɨŶŬ˺ ŉ śƁŘŐƂ ŉ ŅŇŮ̏ Ŭŗŉū ŇŶŗ ŐɃŶ ŬŗőŬŜŅƁ ǑŬĻŅž ί ŐŇūśůɦȂ ŗŅƏŅ 

ŐȂ ŎūŬŗ ĽĸɉŅŶ ί śŗƋ ɓƁ ŇŶŗ ŇŶŗŶŘ Ŭŗŉū ŬĶȞɓŐū ŉ ŬŜ ΰ'  ĦɆƁ ŅūŬŉ 

ŗĻŉūŬŉ ƬŬśɞūʈŶŗ ί ŐɦŬŋ 'ĥŗŐźőɴőƁ ŉūŮ̏ ŘʦŷőņƈĽƈĸɉŅŶ' ĦɏūŬŇŉū 

ŬŘŗĶŶ ŘŗŅźŎƏŇź ŉū̏ůɏūŗŶɦŅŶ ί ŅņūŬŋ 'ŗśűŉūŏƯ̊ ŋūŗĶƂ ƚƩūńūƁ Ļ Ŏŗūŉž'  

ĦɏūŬŇ ŋűŗƈŗūǎūŉŰśūőŶń 'śŗƋ ɓƁ ŇŶŗŇŶŗŶŘ' ĦɏŰɃőŗūǎūŉŰśūőŶń Ļ 

ŅŇŎŶŇŗńƈŉŬŏŬŅ ŉ ĶŬˬŬɨőźňƂ ί ĤŎŶŇ̝ ŋőŷőŉʵŰŋĸŏūȂ ί 'ĤŜƁ ɓŏž' ĦɏƧ 

ĤŜƁŘʦ̝ ĤŜǼūőŅɓŋőɓūʵŰŋĸŏūȂŶŬŅ ΰ ΦΥ ΰ ƳůƂ ΰ 

10. Shri Krshna, during His trip to Kailaasa, obtaining progeny as a benediction 

of Shri Shiva, is certainly justifiable and contradicts nothing. Indeed there, in the 

Harivamsha, during (Krshna’s) trip to Kailaasa, from Shiva’s words, who himself 

is a worshiper of Krshna, it is understood that the tapas of Krshna, who is 

Higher than all, for obtaining children, is just a drama. There indeed, 

ŅŅź ŗŲŚɮĽź ŇŶŗ˶űœů śūǕūŇŰŏūŋŬŅƂ ί 

ĶőƁ ĶőŶń śƁ̗Ų˲ Ŭŗ˿źˬƠňő̝ ŬŜ ί 

ƬźŗūĻ Ŏĸŗūŉž ƚƩƂ ĶŶ ŘŗƁ ĸƚłɮĽŏž ί 

ƳŲȺŅūƁ śŗƈ ŇŶŗūŉūƁ ŏŰŉůŉūƁ ŎūŬŗŅūɍŉūŏž ί 

ŬĶŬŏŇƁ ŇŶŗŇŶŗŶŘ ĻƠŋūńŶ ĽŉūŇƈŉ ί 

ŅŋˬŐūƈ ŬĶŏņƋ ŅŶ Ƭūņƈŉū Ņŗ Ķū ŬŗŎź ί 

̠ŐƁ Ŭŗ˿ŰŎƈŗūŬʂɏƂ Ņŋśū ŗū ɓŐū ŜőŶ…. ί 
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..ɓɃ̡ŏŎŗŬɨ˵Ɓ ɓŬŐ śŗƋ ƬœůŐŅŶ ί 

ŏƩɓƁ śŗƈĸź ŇŶŗɓŏŶŗūŜƁ ĽŉūŇƈŉ ί 

ĥŗŐźőɴőƁ ŉūŮ̏ ŘʦŷőņƒĽƈĸɉŅŶ ί 

ŉūŏūŬŉ Ņŗ ĸźŬŗɻ ŐūŬŉ œźĶŶ ŏŜūŮɴ Ļ ί 

ŅūʈŶŗ ŏŏ ŉūŏūŬŉ ŉūƧ ĶūŐūƈ ŬŗĻūőńū ί 

ɓŇŰŋūśū Ľĸʂūņ śŶūŗū̏Ű ŏŏ ĸźŋŅŶ ί 

Ő  ˬɓūƁ ɨŶŬ˺ ŇŶŗŶŘ ś ŏūƁ ɨŶŬ˺ ŉ śƁŘŐƂ ί 

ŉ ŅŇŮ̏ Ŭŗŉū ŇŶŗ ŐɃŶ ŬŗőŬŜŅƁ ǑŬĻŅž ί 

ŐŇūśůɦȂ ŗŅƏŅ ŐȂ ŎūŬŗ ĽĸɉŅŶ ί 

śŗƋ ɓƁ ŇŶŗ ŇŶŗŶŘ Ŭŗŉū ŬĶȞɓŐū ŉ ŬŜ ΰ 

Therefore, Vrshadhvaja, the Deva with a shula, Umaapati himself, touching the 

hands of Vishnu, Chakradhara, Bhagavaan Rudra spoke to Keshava, 

Garudadhvaja. All the Devas and Munis were listening. (Shiva said): “What is 

this, O Devadevesha, Chakrapaani, Janaardana? What is the purpose of Your 

Tapas and Your propitiation (of me), for You? You are Vishnu Himself, O Hari…. 

(Harivamsha, Bhavishya Parva, Adhyaaya 88, Shlokas 1-4) ..This universe, which 

appears from You, diminishes into You. You are present in every being and in 

me too, O Janaardana. There is no difference between us, in names and 

meanings, O Master of the universe. The names of Yours, O Govinda, in the 

Lokas, are mine too. One who propitiates You also does so to me. Worshiping 

You, O Jagannaatha, is service to me too. A hater who hates You hates me too, 

without a doubt. There exists nothing that is independent of You, O Deva. That 

which existed, that which exists and that which will exist, is due to You, O 

Jagatpati. You are everything, O Deva Devesha, without whom, there is 

nothing,” (Harivamsha, Bhavishya Parva, Adhyaaya 88, Shlokas 59-64) thus 

these words prove something else (and not the allegations of the opponent). 

Also, the words ‘ĥŗŐźőɴőƁ ŉūŮ̏ ŘʦŷőņƒĽƈĸɉŅŶ’ (Among us, no difference 

exists in names or meanings, O Jagatpati) (ibid. Shloka 60) appear to show that 

there is no difference between Keshava and Shiva. Therefore, “Among the 

Vasus, I am Paavaka (Agni) and among the Rudras, I am you,” (ibid. Shloka 55) 

thus in accordance to this previous statement, and “You are everything, O Deva 

Devesha,” (ibid. Shloka 64) thus in accordance to this next statement, the 

alleged non-difference shown here is not contradictory (to Siddhaanta). The 
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opposition (Shaivas) also does not accept non-difference (among Shiva and 

Vishnu). ‘ĤŜƁ ɓŏž,’ (I am You) (ibid. Shloka 60) thus here, the word Aham should 

be interpreted as per Ahankaara-Tattva (in other words, not as referring to 

Shiva himself, but because Shiva is a vibhuti of Vishnu’s Vyuha form 

Sankarshana, who is also his Antaryaami). Shreehi. 

Explanation: The explanation given in the previous section is applicable here 

too. More specifically, this pramaana perfectly concurs here: 

ŉ ŬŜ ŏŶ ĶŶ ŉŬĻɜŶŐź ŗőƂ ŋūȵŗŉɻŉ ί 

ĦŬŅ śƁŬĻɵ ŏŉśū ŋŰőūńƁ ƚƩŏů˵őŏž ΰ 

ŋŰƧūņƈŏūőūŬňŅŗūŉŜŏūɍūŉŏūɍŉū ί 

“There is indeed none who can grant Me boons, O son of Paandu. Thus, 

considering this, I mentally worship Rudra, Eeshvara, for the purpose of 

obtaining progeny, as My own Aatma (Sankarshana’s amsha, who resides in the 

heart of Rudra).” 

—Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva, Adhyaaya 350, Shlokas 28-29 (var. Adhyaaya 

328, Shloka 25) 

Now, the mentioned portions of the Harivamsha and Mahaabhaarata appear to 

support the idea of Hari-Hara abheda, which is untrue, as pointed out by Shri 

Vijayeendra Teertharu. Here, the so-called non-difference between Shiva and 

Vishnu is only on the basis of the former being the Latter’s vibhuti, with the 

Latter as his Antaryaami. This should be interpreted on the same basis that 

jeevas are equated to Paramaatma in certain parts of the Shaastras, such as the 

vaakyas like ‘Aham Brahmaasmi’ and ‘Tat tvam asi’. However, it only refers to 

the aavesha of Paramaatma in us and doesn’t equate jeevas to Paramaatma, as 

shown by the following pramaana: 

Ő ĥɍŬŉ ŬŅ˽ŉž ĥɍŉźũɴőź Őŏūɍū ŉ ŗŶŇ Ő̝ūɍū ŘőůőƁ Ő ĥɍūŉŏɴőź ŐŏŐŬŅ 

ś Ņ ĥɍūɴŐūƈ˂ŏŲŅƂ ί 

“The One who is established in the Aatma, discrete from the Aatma, whom the 

Aatma is unaware of, whose body is the Aatma and distinctly controls the 

Aatma from within – He is your Antaryaami and Immortal Ruler, know Him.” 

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 14, Adhyaaya 6, Braahmana 7, Mantra 30 
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Even Shaivas do not accept the idea of Hari-Hara abheda and the direct 

interpretation of the Harivamsha shlokas would be unacceptable to the 

Purvapakshin too. Therefore, when Shiva says, “I am You” (Aham tvam), the 

word ‘Aham’ (I) refers to his Antaryaami, Sankarshana, and not his own Aatma. 
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11. The Kshetra of Kaashi 

ŐɃŰ ŏźǕƬŇ̝ ĶūŘůǕŶƧ̝ ŬŘŗǕŶƧɓƬŬśɞŶƂ ŬŘŗ̝ŷŗ ŏźǕƬŇūŅŲɓŶŉ 

ŏŰŏŰǕűŋū̝ ɓŬŏŬŅ ί Ņʂ ί ŅƧ ŬŜ ÑĽɴźƂ ƬūńŶŚűȽŏŏūńŶŚŰ ƚƩ̏ūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƁ 

˧ūĻ˺Ŷ ί ŐŶŉūśūŗŏŲŅůŎűɓū ŏźǕů ŎŗŬŅÑ ĦŬŅ ĽūōūŬœƳŰŅŻ őūŏźŋŬŉŚŬŇ Ļ 

ŬŘŗ ̝ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶźŋŇŶΈŀŲɓūŗŶŇŉŶŉ ĤŬŗŏŰǃ̝ ĶūŘůǕŶƧ̝ ŬŘŗǕŶƧɓŶũŬŋ 

ŏźǕśūňŉůŎűŅȐūŉūŬŗŚŐɓŶŉ ŬŘŗ ̝ŏŰŏŰǕűŋū̝ ūɓūŐźĸūŅž ί 

ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƬŬŅŋūɦ̝ŷŗ ŏŰŏŰǕűŋū̝ ɓƬŅůŅŶˬ ŅƧ ŬŜ æ ÐƳůőūŏŏɶƁ Ķū˲ūƁ ŗŷ 

ĽĽūŋ ŗŲŚŎɮĽƂ ί ŏʉɴőśŜƵŷ̏Ű ĽŋŜźŏūĻƈŉūŬŇŬŎƂ ί ŅŅƂ Ƭśʂź Ŏĸŗūŉž 

ƳůőūŏƂ ƬūŜ ŘǼőŏž ί ŗŲńů̇ ŐŇŎů˺Ɓ ŅŶ Ňū̝ūŬŏ ŋőŏŶ˵ő ί' ĦŬŅ ί Ĥņ 

ÐśɏūŉɴŬĻŇūɍūŉƁ ƬūŜ Ƴůőūŏŏů˵őƂ ί ŏŬńĶńƏ ŏŜūǕŶƧŶ ĸǾūŎŰŬŗ ŅŀŶ ŋŰŉƂ ί 

ŬưŐɴŶ ŐŶ ƬŎź ŇŶŬŜ ŏŰŮǃƁ ŉūŅź ŗőūɴőŏžÑ ĦŬŅ ί Ðś ŜźŗūĻ ƳůőūŏĻɼƂ ί ǕŶƧŶ 

ɓŇůŐŶ ŇŶŗŶŘ ŐƧ ĶŰ ƧūŬŋ ŗū ŏŲŅūƂ ί ŬƠŬŏĶůŀūŇŐźʕūŘŰ ŏŰǃū̡ɴŰ ŉ Ļūʈņ' 

ĦŬŅ ί ÐĤŬŗŏŰǃŶ Ņŗ ǕŶƧŶ śŗƏŚūƁ ŏŰŮǃŬśɞŐŶ ί ĤŜƁ śŬʂŬŜŅ̏Ƨ 

ŬŘœūŬŇƬŬŅŏūŬŇŚŰ ί ŏŰŏŰǕźŇƈŬǕńŶ ĶńƏ Ő  ̝Ķ̝ūŬŋ ŗū ̠Őŏž ί ĨŋŇŶǗŬś 

ŏʇɶƁ ś ŏŰǃź ŎŬŗŅū ŬŘŗ' ĦŬŅ ŬŘŗ̝ŷŗ ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶźŋŇŶΈȣɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ΰ 

ŬĶȞ ÐŇŶŗŅūŉūƁ ŬŜŅūņūƈŐ ĶŰ ƚ̇ ŗĻŉƁ ŏŏ ί ŅŗūʕŰȋůŗŉźŋūŐƁ ĶņŐūŬŏ śŰőźɃŏ 

ΰ ŬŉɏĽʕŏŜźőūƧƁ ŏŏ ŉūŏśŜƵĶŏž ί ƝŇŐŶ ŏūƁ śŇū ɭūŐŉž ĽŋŶʇɴƁő 

śŇū˧Őŏž ΰ ŚłǕőƁ ŏŜūŏɶƁ őĹűńūƁ ĶŰ œŗňƈŉŏž ί Ľŋŉž śŬʂŬŜŅƁ ŇŶŬŗ 

śŇūŉɻśŰňūʖŰŅƂ ΰ ŘŰŎŏūɏŮɴĶƁ Ʈ̤ŉž Ňū̝ūŬŏ śŅŅƁ ŘŰŎŶ ί ĮŅɃŶ 

śŗƈŏūǣūŅƁ ɓŐū ŋŲ˺Ɓ ŘŰŎūŉŉŶ ΰ ŬĶŏʈȃƊźŅŰĶūŏūŬś ɓɉŬŅƁ ŋŭőŋŲȃ ŏūŏž ΰÐ 

ĦɏūŇžŐŰŏūŗĻŉźŋōŲƁŜńūŉŰśūőūȂ ί ÐƚƩ̏ūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƁ ˧ūĻ˺' ĦɏƧ 

ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶˬ őūŏŏɶ Įŗ ί ŉ ŅŰ ƬńŗƂ ί ŐɦŬŋ ĤĶūőƂ ƬņŏūǕőź ŎŗŬŅ ί 

ĨĶūőź ŬɨŅůŐūǕőź ŎŗŬŅ ί ŏĶūő̏ŲŅůŐūǕőź ŎŗŬŅ ŏūƧū ĻŅŰņūƈǕőź ŎŗŬŅ 

Ŭŗ͠ŇŰƂ ŋȞŏūǕőź ŎŗŬŅ ŉūŇƂ Ś˽ūǕőź ŎŗŬŅ ĦŬŅ Ƭńŗ̏ūőĶź ŎŗŬŅ ί ŅņūŬŋ 

őūŏŏɶ̝ŷŗ ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶɓƁ `ŅŇŶŚū őūŏĻɼ̝ūʕĶūőūɦǕơ̋ŲŬŅƂ ί 

ĤķȵŷĶőśūŉɻŅūőĶƮ̤ŗūĻĶƂ ΰ őūŏūŐŶŬŅ ś ŬŗȐŶŐƂ śŇūŉɻŬĻŇūɍĶƂ ί 

ŉŏƂ ŋŇƁ śŰŬŗȐŶŐƁ ŋűńūƈŉɻŷĶŬŗƢŜŏž ΰ' ĦŬŅ ̛ŲŬŅƂ ΰ 

ŐɦŬŋ Ƭńŗ̝ŷŗ ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶɓƁ ƳűŐŅŶ ŅņūŬŋ ŅūőĶőūŏƮ̤ŏɶūɦǕőŗɓŶŉ 

Ƭńŗ̝ūŬŋ ŅūőĶɓ˧ŏŇŶŘƂ ί ÐɓɃź ŗū Ʈṳ̄ńź ŗūŬŋ ŐŶ œŎɴŶ ŚłǕőŏž ί 

Ľůŗɴź ŏɶŬśŮɞƁ Ļ ŏŰŮǃƁ Ļ ƬūʑŰŗŮɴ ŅŶ ΰ ŏŰŏŰǕźŇƈŬǕńŶ ĶńƏ Ő  ̝Ķ̝ūŬŋ ŗū 
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̠Őŏž ί ĨŋŇŶǗŬś ŏʇɶƁ ś ŏŰǃź ŎŬŗŅū ŬŘŗŶ' ĦŬŅ őūŏŏɶ̝ŷŗ 

ŅūőĶƮ̤ŏɶɓŶŉ ŬŘŗźŋŇŶΈȣɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί ŉ Ļ ŬŘŗ ̝

ŏźǕśūňŉůŎűŅȐūŉŬŗŚŐɓŶŉ ŏŰŏŰǕűŋū̝ ɓūŎūŗŶ ŅƧ ĶūŘůǕŶƧŶ ŏŲŅūŉūƁ 

ŬŘŗśūƛʕƬŬŅŋūŇŉŏśǾŅƁ ̝ūŬŇŬŅ ŗūȇŏž ί ŅƧ ŐɦŬŋ ĶūŘůǕŶƧŶ ŏŲŅūŉūƁ 

ŬŘŗśūƛʕ ƬŬŅŋūŇŉƁ ĻŅŰŏŰƈķūŬŇœźĶƬūŮʏŭőŗ Ŭŗ˿ŰśūŐŰșƬūʏŶőŗūɴőŌœɓŶ 

(ŉūśǾɏŎūŗūŅžÆ ÐśūŐŰșūŉūƁ ŬŗŬŘ˺Ŷ ɨŶ ŏūŏĶƁ ŗŷ˿ŗƁ Ņņū ί ŏūƁ Ƭūʕ ŉ ŬŉŗŅƈɴŶ 

Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ŗū ŘŰŎœźĻŉŶ' ĦŬŅ ŎūőŅŗĻŉŶŉ Ŭŗ˿ŰśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƬūʏŶŭőŗ 

ŬŘŗśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƬūʏŶőʕŋŰŉőūĸŏŉŏūŗŶɦŅ ĦŬŅ ί ŅņūŬŋ ÐƮ̤ń̡ūŐŰșƁ 

śœźĶŅūŏūʑźŬŅ ί ĮŅūśūŏŶŗ ŇŶŗŅūŉūƁ śūŐŰșƁ śūŬ˺ƈŅūƁ śŏūŉœźĶŅūƁ ŐūŬŅ' ĦŬŅ 

ƳŰŅŻ ŋőƮ̤śūŐŰșƬūʏŶƂ ŋűŗƈŏŬŋ ŇŶŗŅūɴőūŬŇśūŐŰșūŬŇƬūŮʏƬŬŅŋūŇŉŇŘƈŉŶŉ 

Ŭŗ˿ŰśūŐŰșśūƛʕƬūʏŶƂ ŋűŗƈŏŬŋ ŬŘŗśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƬūʏŶőŬŋ śʿŗūŅž ΰ 

ŉ ĻūƧ ƬŏūńūŎūŗƂ ί ÐŅƧ ŬŜ ĽɴźƂ ƬūńŶŚŰ ĨȽŏŏūńŶŚŰ ƚŇž̏ ūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƁ 

˧ūĻ˺Ŷ ί ŐŶŉūśūŗŏŲŅůŎűɓū ŏźǕů ŎŗŬŅ' ĦŬŅ ĽūōūŬœƳŰŅŶőŶŗūƧ ƬŏūńɓūŅž ί 

ŅƧūŏŲŅůŎűɓū ĦɏŉŶŉ ŋŰŉőūŗŲŬɃŘűʈƁ ŬŘŗśūƛʕŏŬŎňůŐŅŶ ί ŏźǕů ŎŗŅůɏŉŶŉ 

ŬŘŗśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇ œǕńź ŏźǕźũŬŎňůŐŅŶ ί Ĥʈņū ĤʈŅőŗŷŐɘūƈŋɃŶƂ ί ŉ 

Ļ ŬŘŗśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƛŋ Įŗ ŏźǕƂ ί Ŭŗ˿ŰśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƬūŮʏ̏Ű 

ĤŗūɴőŌœŬŏŬŅ ŗŷŋőůɏƁ ŬĶƁ ŉ ̝ūŅž? ĦŬŅ ŗūȇŏž ί ÐŐŇū ŋ˲Ƃ ŋ˲ŅŶ ƚǍŗńƋ 

ĶŅūƈőŏůŘƁ ŋŰƚŚƁ Ʈ̤ŐźŬŉŏž ί ŅŇū ŬŗɨūʄŰȹŋūŋŶ ŬŗňűŐ ŬŉőȡŉƂ ŋŰƚŚƁ 

śū˂ŏŰŋŷŬŅÑ ί ÐĦŇƁ ȐūŉŏŰŋūŬƳɏ ŏŏ śūň˂ƈŏūĸŅūƂ ί śĸƏũŬŋ ŉźŋĽūŐɴŶ ƬœŐŶ 

ŉ ˧ņŮɴ Ļ ΰÐ ĦɏūŬŇƳŰŬŅ̛ŲŬŅŬŎƂ Ŭŗ˿ŰƬśūŇśūɭ̝ŷŗ 

ŋőŏŋŰƚŚūņƈɓūŗŶŇŉūȂ ί ŏŰȵĶūŬŇƳŰŬŅĸŅŋŰƚŚŘʦ̝ ŐźĸƛŬŃʵūƁ Ļ 

ŉūőūŐńūśūňūőńŉūŏɓūȂŶŬŅ ŬŇĶž ΰ ΦΦ ΰ 

11. “But that place, which grants moksha, Kashi, proven to be a place of Shiva, 

implies that Shiva alone is the granter of moksha and should be worshiped by 

the Mumukshus” — thus is the argument of the Purvapakshin. There indeed, 

ĽɴźƂ ƬūńŶŚűȽŏŏūńŶŚŰ ƚƩ̏ūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƁ ˧ūĻ˺Ŷ ί ŐŶŉūśūŗŏŲŅůŎűɓū ŏźǕů ŎŗŬŅ  

“This is the spot where, when the praanas depart from the living entity, Rudra 

imparts the (Taaraka) mantra to him by which, becoming immortal, one attains 

moksha,” (Jaabaala Upanishad, Mantra 1) thus (is stated) in the Jaabaala Shruti 

and Raama Upanishad, and Shiva’s ability to grant the Taara Brahman mantra is 

known. And in the Raama Upanishad, by knowing that Shiva is the giver of the 
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Taaraka-Brahma mantra’s upadesha, it is assumed that the aspirants of mukti 

reside at Kaashi, which is a Shiva-kshetra, and attain knowledge for achieving 

moksha from the fact that Shiva is to be worshiped by the Mumukshus. The 

mumukshus (are supposed to) do so solely because (of Shiva being) the granter 

of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra, as indeed there, 

ƳůőūŏŏɶƁ Ķū˲ūƁ ŗŷ ĽĽūŋ ŗŲŚŎɮĽƂ ί 

ŏʉɴőśŜƵŷ̏Ű ĽŋŜźŏūĻƈŉūŬŇŬŎƂ ί 

ŅŅƂ Ƭśʂź Ŏĸŗūŉž ƳůőūŏƂ ƬūŜ ŘǼőŏž ί 

ŗŲńů̇ ŐŇŎů˺Ɓ ŅŶ Ňū̝ūŬŏ ŋőŏŶ˵ő ΰ (similar to Raama Taapaneeya Upanishad) 

ά¢ƘŜ {ƘǊƛ wŀŀƳŀ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ±ǊǎƘŀōƘŀŘƘǾŀƧŀ ό{ƘƛǾŀύΣ ŀǘ 

YŀŀǎƘƛΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴǾŀƴǘŀǊŀǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƧŀǇŀΣ ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ǘŀǇŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǎŜŘ .ƘŀƎŀǾŀŀƴ {ƘǊƛ wŀŀƳŀ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ {ƘŀƴƪŀǊŀΣ L 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΣ tŀǊŀƳŜǎƘǾŀǊŀΣέ όRaama Taapaneeya 

Upanishad), thus (is stated). 

Then, 

śɏūŉɴŬĻŇūɍūŉƁ ƬūŜ Ƴůőūŏŏů˵őƂ ί 

ŏŬńĶńƏ ŏŜūǕŶƧŶ ĸǾūŎŰŬŗ ŅŀŶ ŋŰŉƂ ί 

ŬưŐɴŶ ŐŶ ƬŎź ŇŶŬŜ ŏŰŮǃƁ ŉūŅź ŗőūɴőŏž ΰ 

“Eeshvara instructed the True, Infinite, Conscious Aatma, Shri Raama: At the 

seashore of the great kshetra of Manikarna, give moksha to those who die, as a 

benediction,” thus (is stated). 

ś ŜźŗūĻ ƳůőūŏĻɼƂ ί 

ǕŶƧŶ ɓŇůŐŶ ŇŶŗŶŘ ŐƧ ĶŰ ƧūŬŋ ŗū ŏŲŅūƂ ί 

ŬƠŬŏĶůŀūŇŐźʕūŘŰ ŏŰǃū̡ɴŰ ŉ Ļūʈņ ΰ 

He, Shri Raamachandra, said: “In this place of yours, O Devesha, where those 

who die, including insects and animals, shall be muktas and not otherwise,” 

thus (is stated). 

ĤŬŗŏŰǃŶ Ņŗ ǕŶƧŶ śŗƏŚūƁ ŏŰŮǃŬśɞŐŶ ί 

ĤŜƁ śŬʂŬŜŅ̏Ƨ ŬŘœūŬŇƬŬŅŏūŬŇŚŰ ί 
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ŏŰŏŰǕźŇƈŬǕńŶ ĶńƏ Ő̝ Ķ̝ūŬŋ ŗū ̠Őŏž ί 

ĨŋŇŶǗŬś ŏʇɶƁ ś ŏŰǃź ŎŬŗŅū ŬŘŗ ΰ 

“There shall be the achievement of mukti in all those at your kshetra. There, 

nearby, I shall be at the sculptures of shila. In the right ear of those 

Mumukshus, give them the upadesha of My mantra (and by that), they become 

muktas, O Shiva,” thus, from this, the fact about Shiva being the granter of the 

Taaraka-Brahma mantra is known. Moreover, 

ŇŶŗŅūŉūƁ ŬŜŅūņūƈŐ ĶŰ ƚ̇ ŗĻŉƁ ŏŏ ί 

ŅŗūʕŰȋůŗŉźŋūŐƁ ĶņŐūŬŏ śŰőźɃŏ ΰ 

ŬŉɏĽʕŏŜźőūƧƁ ŏŏ ŉūŏśŜƵĶŏž ί 

ƝŇŐŶ ŏūƁ śŇū ɭūŐŉž ĽŋŶʇɶƁ śŇū˧Őŏž ΰ 

ŚłǕőƁ ŏŜūŏɶƁ őĹűńūƁ ĶŰ œŗňƈŉŏž ί 

Ľŋŉž śŬʂŬŜŅƁ ŇŶŬŗ śŇūŉɻśŰňūʖŰŅƂ ΰ 

ŘŰŎŏūɏŮɴĶƁ  Ʈ̤ŉž Ňū̝ūŬŏ śŅŅƁ ŘŰŎŶ ί 

ĮŅɃŶ śŗƈŏūǣūŅƁ ɓŐū ŋŲ˺Ɓ ŘŰŎūŉŉŶ ΰ 

ŬĶŏʈȃƊźŅŰĶūŏūŬś ɓɉŬŅƁ ŋŭőŋŲȃ ŏūŏž ΰ 

“For the benefit of the Devatas, I shall make this declaration.  I shall describe a 

method for even your revival, Surottama. Regularly perform japa of my 

thousand names, day and night. Always meditate upon me in (your) heart and 

perform japa of the eternally imperishable mantra. The Shadakshara (six-

lettered) Maha-mantra is the uplifter of the Raghus. Those who perform japa 

(of it) in proximity O Devi, shall always swim in the milk of aananda. I shall give 

extreme amounts of uninterrupted auspiciousness, O Brahman. This should be 

made known by you, to everyone who asks, O auspicious-looking one. What 

else would your husband desire to ask me?” thus (is said), according to an 

Upabrmhana, which is a declaration of Uma Devi. 

ƚƩ̏ūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƁ ˧ūĻ˺ ς άwǳŘǊŀ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀŀǊŀƪŀ-.ǊŀƘƳŀƴ ƳŀƴǘǊŀΣέ 

ǘƘǳǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀŀǊŀƪŀ .ǊŀƘƳŀ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wŀŀƳŀ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƴŀǾŀ όhƳύΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ψ!Ω ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ψ¦Ω 

ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨaŀΩ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘΣ ΨƳŀŀǘǊŀΩ 

ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŘǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀŀŘŀ 
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ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ς ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƴŀǾŀ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀŀǊŀƪŀΦ {ƻΣ 

ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ wŀŀƳŀ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀŀǊŀƪŀ-

.ǊŀƘƳŀ ƳŀƴǘǊŀΦ 

ŅŇŶŚū őūŏĻɼ̝ūʕĶūőūɦǕơ̋ŲŬŅƂ ί 

ĤķȵŷĶőśūŉɻŅūőĶƮ̤ŗūĻĶƂ ΰ 

őūŏūŐŶŬŅ ś ŬŗȐŶŐƂ śŇūŉɻŬĻŇūɍĶƂ ί 

ŉŏƂ ŋŇƁ śŰŬŗȐŶŐƁ ŋűńūƈŉɻŷĶŬŗƢŜŏž ΰ 

άThat is understood as the letter ‘A’ and the rest (of the mantra) of Shri 

Raamachandra. (It is) indivisible, only one, blissful and said to be the Taara-

Brahma. It is known to be for Raama, with the Aatma of Sat, bliss (aananda) and 

consciousness (chit). The word ‘namaha’ (salutations) is well known to be the 

form of complete aanandaΣέ thus (is stated by) a Smrti. It is heard that even 

that which is the characteristic of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra is solely of the 

Pranava. Even so, by the qualities of the letters of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra, 

the Pranava’s quality of being the Taaraka-Brahma mantra is also unbroken.  

ɓɃź ŗū Ʈṳ̄ńź ŗūŬŋ ŐŶ œŎɴŶ ŚłǕőŏž ί 

Ľůŗɴź ŏɶŬśŮɞƁ Ļ ŏŰŮǃƁ Ļ ƬūʑŰŗŮɴ ŅŶ ΰ 

ŏŰŏŰǕźŇƈŬǕńŶ ĶńƏ Ő  ̝Ķ̝ūŬŋ ŗū ̠Őŏž ί 

ĨŋŇŶǗŬś ŏʇɶƁ ś ŏŰǃź ŎŬŗŅū ŬŘŗŶ ΰ 

“By you or Brahma, those who obtain the Six-lettered mantra, they shall 

acquire a long life, Mantra-siddhi and mukti. The Mumukshus in whose right 

ear you shall provide upadesha of My mantra, he becomes a mukta, O Shiva,” 

thus, the fact that Shiva performs the upadesha of the Raamamantra, due to its 

characteristic of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra, is known. And the Mumukshus 

propitiate Shiva not because of his status of being a medium for obtaining 

moksha and knowledge of it. There, at the kshetra of Kaashi, the benediction of 

saarupya of Shiva for those who are dead may not be favourable — this is 

stated. There, even if the dead are bestowed with saarupya with Shiva, they will 

attain the Lokas of Chaturmukha and the rest, due to the difference in the 

benefits from attaining saayujya with Vishnu:  
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śūŐŰșūŉūƁ ŬŗŬŘ˺Ŷ ɨŶ ŏūŏĶƁ ŗŷ˿ŗƁ Ņņū ί 

ŏūƁ Ƭūʕ ŉ ŬŉŗŅƈɴŶ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ŗū ŘŰŎœźĻŉŶ ΰ 

“Among saayujyas, there are two specific ones, of which Mine is the Vaishnava 

one. Those who attain Me do not return from the fair-eyed Vishnu,” 

(Mahaabhaarata, Anushaasana Parva, Adhyaaya 246, Shloka 46) thus, from this 

declaration of the Bhaarata, the condition of the receivers of saarupya, 

saayujya and other (forms of moksha) of Vishnu is known, along with the fact 

that those who obtain saarupya, saayujya and other forms of moksha from 

Shiva, return again. And so,  

Ʈ̤ń̡ūŐŰșƁ śœźĶŅūŏūʑźŬŅ ί 

ĮŅūśūŏŶŗ ŇŶŗŅūŉūƁ śūŐŰșƁ śūŬ˺ƈŅūƁ śŏūŉœźĶŅūƁ ŐūŬŅ ΰ 

“They acquire Brahman’s saayujya, saalokya, etc., and these solely are 

equivalent to the saayujya of the Devatas,” (Shesha Samhita) thus in the Shruti, 

the difference among those who attain saayujya with Para Brahma formerly 

and even saayujya into the other Devatas is known, that unlike the achievers of 

saarupya, saayujya and other forms of moksha from Vishnu, those who do so 

from Shiva, reappear. And there is no shortage of pramaanas here, as 

ŅƧ ŬŜ ĽɴźƂ ƬūńŶŚŰ ĨȽŏŏūńŶŚŰ ƚƩ̏ūőĶƮ̤ŏɶƁ ˧ūĻ˺Ŷ ί 

ŐŶŉūśūŗŏŲŅůŎűɓū ŏźǕů ŎŗŬŅ ΰ 

“There indeed, in the Praanas of the living being, upon dying, Rudra imparts the 

Taara-Brahma mantra, by which having become immortal, one becomes 

liberated,” (Jaabaala Upanishad) thus is known from the Jaabaala Shruti’s 

authoritative statement. There, having become like the consumer of amrta due 

to this, there is zero chance of rebirth for the achievers of saarupya with Shiva – 

this is what it seems. 

Ĥʈņū ĤʈŅőŗŷŐɘūƈŋɃŶƂ ί 

ŉ Ļ ŬŘŗśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƛŋ Įŗ ŏźǕƂ ί 

Ŭŗ˿ŰśūƛʕśūŐŰșūŬŇƬūŮʏ̏Ű ĤŗūɴőŌœŬŏŬŅ ŗŷŋőůɏƁ ŬĶƁ ŉ ̝ūŅž? 

“The mokshi becoming so due to this, seems to be the quality of Shiva’s 

saarupya, saayujya, etc. Otherwise, either way (the moksha) is purposeless and 

the form of Shiva’s saarupya, saayujya and the rest, are not moksha. The 
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respective benefits of obtaining Vishnu’s saarupa, saajyujya, etc., are different, 

isn’t it?” thus is declared. 

ŐŇū ŋ˲Ƃ ŋ Ņ˲Ŷ ƚǍŗńƋ ĶŅūƈőŏůŘƁ ŋŰƚŚƁ Ʈ̤ŐźŬŉŏž ί 

ŅŇū ŬŗɨūʄŰȹŋūŋŶ ŬŗňűŐ ŬŉőȡŉƂ ŋŰƚŚƁ śū˂ŏŰŋŷŬŅ ΰ 

“When the seer sees the gold complexioned performer, Eesha, Purusha, the 

originator of Brahmaa, then the Vidvaan becomes freed from punya and paapa, 

(becoming) defectless and attains union (with Brahman),” (Mundaka 

Upanishad, Mundaka 3, Khanda 1, Mantra 3) thus (is stated). 

ĦŇƁ ȐūŉŏŰŋūŬƳɏ ŏŏ śūň˂ƈŏūĸŅūƂ ί 

śĸƏũŬŋ ŉźŋĽūŐɴŶ ƬœŐŶ ŉ ˧ņŮɴ Ļ ΰ 

“Having taken the refuge of this knowledge and acquired characteristics like 

Mine, they are neither born during creation nor are they annihilated during 

pralaya,” (Bhagavat Geeta, Adhyaaya 14, Shloka 2) thus from (these statements 

of) the Shruti and Smrti, it is known that the achiever of Vishnu’s benediction 

solely acquires the highest Purushaartha. In the Mundaka and other Shruti 

vaakyas, the word ‘Purusha’ has both Yaugika and Rudhi meanings and 

Naaraayana is thus not a common name. (Naaraayana has more specifically 

refers to Shri Vishnu than the word Purusha) 
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Addendum 

In this section, pramaanas for the arguments of the previous ones have been 

quoted. 

ŬĶȞ ŏŜūŎūőŅŶ æ ÐŅŅ̏Ż ĻƠŅŰņŰƈɞƁ ŗūśŰŇŶŗŏŜŶ˵őŻ ί ŅŇžŐŰɞŏŎŗŇžĹźőƁ ĤŬĻɵƁ 

őźŏŜŚƈńŏž ί ĤʈźʈƁ ŅŻ ŅŅ̡ūǕūŇʈźʈ ĽŐĶūŬǽńŻ ί ŬŇ˧ūʈ̑ūŬń ŅŻ ŇŶŗŻ 

ƠŰ ɞŻ ŏŰŏŰĻŅŰ̏Ňū ί ŅŅƂ ĶŲ ˿ź őńƁ ĶŲ ɓū ŏŰƟŅƋ ŘűœŋūŬńŉū ί ŬŗŬĽɏ ŅƁ ŏŜūŇŶŗƁ 

ŅŅź ŐŰɞŶ ĽŉūŇƈŉƂ ί Ĥʈūŉž ś ŬĽɓū ɨūőΉņūŉž ƬŬŗŗŶŘ ŋŰőźɃŏŏžÑ ĦŬŅ ŬŘŗ̝ŷŗ 

ĶŲ ˿ŋőūŬĽŅɓŗńƈŉŶŉ ŅŇŋŶǕŐū Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗźȻŚƔũʵŰĸɴ˧Ñ ĦŬŅ ΰ Φ ΰ 

1. Moreover, in the Mahaabhaarata, “Therefore, both Vaasudeva and 

Maheshvara are here. That war took place, which was terrible and 

incomprehensible” thus (is stated). 

ŬĶȞ őūŏūŐńŶ ÐĽŲŮʿŅƁ ŅɞŉŰ˶ŷŗƁ ͈Έȧū Ŭŗ˿ŰŋőūƠŏŷƂ ί ĤŬňĶƁ ŏŶŬŉőŶ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ 

ŇŶŗū̡ŬŚƈĸńū̏ņūÑ ĦŬŅ ΰ Χ ΰ 

2. And in the Ramaayana, “Then, seeing the bow of Shiva made inert by Visnu's 

prowess, the hosts of Devas and Rshis acknowlged that Visnu is superior,” 

(Vaalmiki Raamaayana, Baala Kaanda, Sarga 75, Shloka 19) thus (is stated). 

ƳůŏɣūĸŗŅŶ ŇŘŏ̉ɾŶ æ Ðśő̠ɏū̏ŀŶ őūĽŉž ĪŚŐ̡ƧŏūśŅ ί 

ŬŗŅĶƈ ̡ŏŎűŅŶŚūƁ ŬƧ̇ňůŘŶŚŰ Ķź ŏŜūŉž ί Ņ  ̝ŬĽȐūśŐū ŅŶ ŗŷ ŎŲĸŰƁ Ʈ̤śŰŅƁ ŉŲŋ ί 

ŅȌʏŻ ƬŶŚŐūŏūśŰƂ śźũʵĸūɢ̤ń̡ŎūŏžÑ ĦɏūŬŇŉū ÐŋŰŉ̡ śƧŏūśūɦ 

ĪŚůńūƁ Ʈ̤ŗūŬŇŉūŏž ί ̠ūŉŰŎűŅŏŘŶŚŶń śŗƋ ŎŲĸŰőŗńƈŐŅž ί ŅŬʂŘ˂ūņ ŏŰŉŐź 

ŬŗƯ̊Ņū ŏŰǃśƁŘŐūƂ ί ŎűŐūƁśƁ ƳɜňŰŬŗƈ˿ŰƁ ŐŅ˶ūŮɴŐƈŅźũŎŐŏž ί ňŏƈ̡ūǕɦŅź 

ȐūŉƁ ŗŷőūǴƁ Ļ ĻŅŰŬŗƈňŏž ί į˵Őƈŏ˽ňū Ơ̋ūɦŅˬūɍŏœūŋŜŏžÑ ĦɏŉŶŉ Ļ 

Ʈ̤ŗūŬŇŬŎőŶŗ Ʈ̤ƚƩūŋŶǕŐū Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗ ŋőƮ̤ɓūŗŶŇŉŶŉ Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗ 

ŋőƮ̤ɓȞźŬĻŅŏž ΰ Ψ ΰ 

3. In the 10th Skandha of the Shrimad Bhaagavata, (it is explained): 

“Once, O King, as a group of sages were performing a Vedic sacrifice on the 

banks of the Sarasvatī River, a controversy arose among them as to which of 

the three chief deities is supreme....” (Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 10, 

Adhyaaya 86, Shlokas 1-2) “..He returned to to the assembly of the 
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Brahmavaadi Rshis. Bhrgu Maharshi narrated everything he had experienced. 

Hearing that, the awestruck Munis were freed from doubts and faithfully 

concluded that Vishnu alone is the greatest, the cause of tranquility, 

fearlessness, Dharma and which truly include jnaana and vairaagya, from whom 

eightfold opulence (originates) and seizes contaminations of oneself,” (Ibid. 

Shlokas 13-15) thus (is stated), from which through the Brahmavaadis, 

considering Brahmaa and Rudra, the fact that the quality of being Para 

Brahman is Vishnu’s solely, is known to be correct. 

ŬĶȞ ŗŲĶūśŰőūŬŇŬŉŬŏɃĶūŋɤƂ ŬŘŗ ̝Ŭŗ˿Űŉū ŏźŬĻŅɓū ŗŶŇŉŶŉ Ļ 

Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗźȻŚƔũʵŰŋĸɴ˧Ƃ ί ƳůŏɣūĸŗŅŶ ŇŘŏ̉ɾŶ æ Ðś ŅɨőŋőůǕūņƋ 

Řʿź˶ůŮ˿ƈ ŗŲĶūśŰőƂ ί ̠Ŝ̏Ɓ ŇūŅŰŏūőŶŎŶ śźũŬōŎŶŅž ̠ĶŲ ŅūŮȃŗƂ ί 

ŅŶŉźŋŬŇ˺̡ɶ̏Ƃ ŋŭőňūŗŉž śŗŶŋņŰƂ ί ŐūŗŇɴƁ ŬŇŗź ŎűŏŶƂ Ķū˽ūŉūŏŬňĶƁ ŬŇŗƂ ί 

ĤĽūŉūŉƂ ƬŬŅŬŗŬňƁ Ņű˿ůŏūś ŏŜŶ˵őƂ ί ŅŅź ŗŷĶŰ ȴŏĸŏɣū̠őƁ ŅŏśƂ ŋőŏž ί 

ŐƧ ŉūőūŐń̡ūǕūŅž ʈūŬśŉūƁ ŋőŏūĸŬŅƂ ί ŘūɴūŉūƁ ʈ̏ŇȵūŉūƁ ŐŅź 

ŉūŗŅƈŐŶɃŏƂ ί ŅƁ Ņņū ˧śŉƁ ͈Έȧū Ŏĸŗūŉž ŗŷ ĽŉūŇƈŉƂ ίÐ ĦɏūŬŇŉū ÐĮŗƁ ŎĸŗŅū 

ŋŲ˺ź ŗĻśūŏŲŅŗŬŚƈńū ί ŅȽŏūŇƲŗůɃ̛ŷ ŐņūŋűŗƈŏŉŰŬ˽Ņŏž ίÑ ŗŲĶūśŰőƁ ƬŬŅ 

Ŏĸŗūŉž æ ÐĮŗƁ ĻźŬŇŅŅɨūǎƁ ŉ ŗŐƁ ƳɜňůŏŬŜ ί Őź ŇǕŘūŋūɉŷŘūȇƁ ƬūʏƂ 

ƬŶŅŬŋŘūĻőūŀž ί ŐŬŇ ŗ̏Ƨ ŬŗƳʿź ŇūŉŗŶɼĽĸŇžĸŰőŻ ί Ņ̦ūƈĺžĸŰœŷΉ̠ŬŘőŬś 

Ŝ̏ʈūśƂ ƬŇůŐŅūŏž ί ŐɦśɏƁ ŗĻƂ ŘʿźƂ ĶņŬȞɜūŉŗŚƈŏ ί ŅŇŷŉƁ Ľ̦śɨūǎƁ 

ĸŅŗūǎ ĪŅŶ ŋŰŉƂ ί ĦɆƁ ŎĸŗŅŬˬƧŷŗĻźŬŎˬ śŰĶŻŘœŷƂ ί ŅņŶŬŅ ŬŉŬˬŅ˶ůŮ˿ƈ 

̠Ŝ̏Ɓ ĶŰ ŏŬŅ˧ƈňūŅž ί ĤņūŬŋ ŅŮɣʂŬŘőūƂ ŗƥūŜŅ Ħŗ ǕńūŅž ίÐ Ő 

Įŉŏ˧ūŜŅŘŮǃŇƁ ŏŜūŋő̝ ŋŰƁśƂ ŋőŏūɍŉź ŜőŶƂ ί ŬĸőůŘŏźǕƁ ĶņŐŶȃŰńźŬŅ 

ŗū ŬŗŏŰȇŅŶ śƁśŲŬŅŬŎ̏ņūŭőŬŎŭőɏɴŶŉ ΰ Ω ΰ 

ŬĶȞ ƳůŏɣūĸŗŅŶ ĸĽŶɼŏźǕńŶ, ĸĽŶɼŶń ̠̝  ƢūŜŬŉŬŏɃūŋŬɨŏźĻŉūņƈŏž æ 

ÐśźũŜƁ Ŭŗś˵ŲĽƁ Ŭŗ˵ŏŬŗ˵Ɓ Ŭŗ˵ŏŬŗ˵Ɓ Ŭŗ˵ŏŶňśŏž ί Ŭŗ˵ūɍūŉŏĽƁ Ʈ  ̤

ƬńŅźũƯ̊ ŋőƁ ŋŇŏžÑ ĦɏūŬŇŉū ĸĽŶɼŶń ĽĸȻūőń æ 

śŗūƈɴŐūƈŬŏŋőƮ̤ŬŗŚŐĶƬńŅūŗŉŰŬ˽ŅūŐūƁ ÐĮŗƁ ĸĽŶɼŏŰŋŗŬńƈŅ ŬŉŬŗƈŘŶŚƁ 

Ʈ̤ūŇŐź ŬŗŬŗňŬœǾŬŎŇūŬŎŏūŉūƂ ί ŉŷŅŶ ŐŇźŋśśŲŋŰŬŉƈŮķœūɍĶɓūŅž 

ŅƧūŮķœūŏőŗőź ŜŭőőūŬŗśůŇžÑ ĦɏɴŶŉ Ʈ̤ūŇůŉūƁ ŅŇŉūĸŏŉŶŉ Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗ 

Ņū͈ŘūĸŏŉƬŬŅŋūŇŉŶŉ Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗ ŋ͏Ʈ̤ɓƁ ŋőŏĶūőńɓƁ ĻźŬĻŅŏž ΰ Ϊ ΰ 
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5. Moreover, in Shrimat Bhaagavata, in the section of Gajendra-Moksha, for the 

purpose of overcoming his own difficulties in this manner, 

(Gajendra said): “He, the the creator of the vishva, who is the vishva and not 

the vishva, with the intellect of the vishva, Vishvaatma, unborn, Brahma – I bow 

to Him, the Highest abode,” (Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 8, Adhyaaya 3, 

Shloka 26) from this and other statements, the subject of being the cause of the 

Jagat, the Sarvaantaryaami, Para Brahma, is propitiated by Gajendra. “In this 

manner, Gajendra described (Para Brahma) without specifically mentioning 

Brahmaa and the other Devas in their various forms, who are the abhimaanis. 

When none of them appeared, being the Aatma of everything, consisting of all 

the Amaras, Hari appeared there,” (Ibid. Shloka 30) thus, from the end (of the 

prayer by Gajendra), due to the absence of Brahmaa and the others, and 

Vishnu’s presence exclusively, Vishnu solely being Para Brahma is apt. 

ŬĶȞ Ŭŗ˿ŰŋūŇźŇĶśʼɾŶŉŷŗ ŬŘŗ ̝ŬŘŗɓūŗŶŇŉŶŉ Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗ ŋőƮ̤ɓƁ 

ŋőŏĶūőńɓƁ ĻźŬĻŅŏž ί ÐĤņ śŗƏ˵őź Ŭŗ˿ŰŬŇƈŅůŐƁ ŋūŇŏŰɃŏŏž ί ŬŇŬŗ 

ƬśūőŐūŏūś Ʈ̤œźĶūɴŏȇŰŅƂ ί ňʈźữůŬŅ ŗŇŉž Ʈ̤ū ĸŲŜůɓū ̠ĶŏɳŕŰŏž 

ί ŎǄū ƬǕūœŐūŏūś ŅƧ śƁŮΉņŅ ŗūŭőńū ί ĤǕˈŏŎŗɃźŐƁ Ņ  ̝Ŭŗ˿źƂ 

ƬśūŇŅƂ ί ŅɃůņƋ ŏŶƚŬŘķőŶ ĻŅŰŬŇƈǕŰ ƬŗūŬŜŅŏž ί ĥɍŉƂ ŋūŗŉūņūƈŐ 

ŬŘőśūŜŏňūőŐŬŏŏžÑ ĦŬŅŋūɥŶ ί ÐŐȃźĻŬŉ̡ŲŅśŭőɊōőźŇĶŶ ŉ ŅůņƏŉ ŏűŬɪƈ 

ŬŗňŲŅŶŉ ŬŘŗƂÑ æ ŬŘŗźũŎűŅž ĦɏūŬŇŉū Ļ ƬŬŅŋūŇŉūŅž ΰ Ϋ ΰ 

ŬĶȞ ĻŅŰŏŲƈķŋȞŏŬŘőź˝ŗŉƬŐŰɃŇźŚūŬŎŎűŅɓƁ ŬŘŗ ̝Ŭŗ˿ŰƬśūŇūɃŅź 

ŏŰŮǃˬ ƬŬŅŋūɦŅŶ ί ĨǃˬūŐŏņƔ ŏɖŋŰőūńŶ æ ÐŅŇū ƠźňŋőůŅŶŉ śƁőǃŉŐŉŶŉ 

Ļ ί ŗūŏūĺžĸŰ˽ŉķūƢŶń ŬŘőŮ˭ʂƁ ɓŐū ŏŐū ί Ņ̛ūȃūŋśŏūŬŇ˽Ƃ ĶŚūœů ɓƁ 

ŎŬŗ̆Ŭś ί ŏŜŅů ƵŗŅů ňūőū Ņ  ̝őǃ  ̝Ŭŉ̡ŲŅū ί Ŭŗ˿ŰƬśūŇūŅž śŰƳźŬń 

Ķŋūœů ɓƁ ŎŬŗŬ̆ś ί Ű̙ ŬŀŅƁ ŐƞňūŐūŅƁ ̠ʑœʧňŉƁ Őņū ί' ĦɏŉŶŉ ί 

ĻŅŰŏŰƈķŋȞŏŬŘőź˝ŗŉƁ ŬŘŗƬŶŭőŅŶŉ ŎŷőŗŶń ĶŲ Ņŏž ŉ ŅŰ ŬŘŗŶŉŶŬŅ ĻŶʂ ί 

ƬŏūńūŎūŗūŅž ί Ņū͈ŘƬŏūńśɓŶũŬŋ Ņ  ̝`ŐƁ ĶūŏŐŶ ŅƁ ŅŏŰƢƁ ĶŲ ńźŬŏ ŅƁ Ʈ̤ūńƁ 

ŅŏŲŬŚƁ ŅƁ śŰŏŶňūŏž ί ĤŜƁ ƚƩūŐ ňŉŰőūŅŉźŬŏ Ʈ̤ ŬɨŚŶ ŘőŗŶ Ŝɴ ŗū Ĩ ί' ĦɏūŬŇ 

ƳŰŬŅŬŗƚɞɓūȂ ί ŐɃŰ ĻŅŰŏŰƈķŋȞŬŘőƂ ŮķœŉŶŉ ĻŅŰŏŰƈķ̝ ƳŰŬŅŚŰ 

ƬŬŅŋūŇŉūŬŇŬŅ ί `Őź Ʈṳ̄ńūŐūŋĸŰőŶɃƁ ŘŅŶŉ ŐūŅŐŶɦź ŬŉŜʈūŅž śŜƵŶń ŐūŅŐŶɦź 

œźŬŜŅƁ ĶŰ ŐūƈŅž ŐūŗŅƂ ŅɊ̉͠ɦ ŋūƁśűʊƁĸŲ̢ūɃūŗŅ̡Ɓŗɔőūŉž ŬŋŅŲœźĶƁ ŉ 
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ƬĽūŉūŬŇŬŅ ί Ņ̛ūɢṳ̄ńūŐ ŉūŋĸŰőŶʂ ŬŉŇʈū˝źŬŜŅƁ ĶŰ ŐūƈɃūŗŅūŜŷŉśū ŎŗŅůŬŅ 

ΰ ά ΰ 

ĨŇūƝŅūŬŉ ňŏƈŘū̑ūŬń ŋŰőūńūŬŉ Ļ ŬƧŬŗňūŬŉ ί śūŮɓĶūŬŉ őūĽśūŬŉ 

ŅūŏśūŬŉ ĻŶŬŅ ί ÐŗūŬś˺Ɓ Ļŷŗ ŜūőůŅƁ ˧ūśƁ ŋūőūŘőƁ Ņņū ί ŎūőɨūĽƁ Ķū˲ŋƁ Ļ 

śūŮɓĶū ŏŰŮǃŇūŬŐŉƂ ΰ ŏūŉŗƁ ŐūȐŗˊƁ Ļ ĥƧŶŐƁ ŇūǕŏŶŗ Ļ ί ĶūɏūŐŉƁ 

ŗŷ˿ŗƁ Ļ őūĽśūΉ̠ĸƈŇūŬŐŉƂ ΰ ĶūŇƈŏƁ ōūŜƈ̗ɏƁ Ļ śūŗŲɃƁ Ļ Őơ̆ŲŬŅƂ ί 

ŘĺžķŏŻŘůŉśƁ ĻŶŬŅ Ņūŏśū ŬŉőŐƬŇūƂ' ĦɏūŬŇŗĻŉūŉŰśūőūŅž ί `ŗŷ˿ŗƁ ŉūőŇůŐƁ 

Ļ Ņņū ŎūĸŗŅƁ ŘŰŎŏž ί ĸūƚłƁ Ļ Ņņū ŋūɥƁ ŗūőūŜƁ ŘŰŎŇŘƈŉŶ ί ŚłŶŅūŬŉ ŋŰőūńūŬŉ 

śūŮɓĶūŬŉ ŏŅūŬŉ ŗŷ ί Ʈ̤ūȵƁ Ʈ̤ŗŷŗŅƋ ŏūĶƈ ȵŶŐƁ Ņņŷŗ Ļ ί ŎŬŗ̆ɨūŏŉƁ Ʈṳ̄Ɓ 

őūĽśūŬŉ Ŭŉōźň ŏŶ ί ŏūɖƁ ĶŻŏƋ Ņņū œŷǾƁ ŘŷŗƁ ̉ūɻƁ Ņņŷŗ Ļ ί ĥǮŶŐƁ Ļ 

ŚłŶŅūŬŉ Ņūŏśū ŬŉőŐƬŇūƂ ί' ĦɏūŬŇŗĻŉūŉŰśūőūɃŶŚūƁ ŋő̗őŬŗőźňŶ 

śūŮɓĶźǃŏŶŗ Ƣū̦ŏž ί ĤʈŅž ōūɭŏņūƈɴőŋőƁ ŗū ί `Řū̑ūȹŬŋ Ļ śŗūƈŬń 

śūŮɓĶūŬŉ ŏŅūŬŉ ŗŷ ΰ ŐūŬŉ śɏŗőƁ Ŭŗ˿ŰƁ ŗŇŮɴ ŋőŏŶ˵őŏž ί ŅūŬŉ Řū̑ūŬń 

śŗūƈŬń śūŮɓĶūŬŉ ŏŅūŬŉ ŗŷ ΰ ƬĽūŋŬŅƁ ĶŲ ŘūŉŰƁ Ļ Ņņū ŇŷŗůƁ śő̠Ņůŏž ί ŋőɓŶŉ 

ŗŇȃū̑Ɓ őūĽśƁ ŋŭőĻǕŅŶ ΰ Ļȃū̑Ɓ ŬœǾŋūő˂Ɓ ŗūŏŇŶŗŏŰŏūŋŬŅŏž ί 

ŅŏƂƬŗŅƈĶƁ ŗŮǃ ŅɃūŏśŏŰŇūƝŅŏžÑ ĦŬŅ ŋūɥŋŰőūńŗĻŉūŉŰśūőŶń 

ŗŷŋőůɏŘǼūŉŗĶūŘūŅž Ŭŗ˿źőŶŗ ŋőƮ̤ɓƁ ŋőŏĶūőńɓƁ ĻźŬĻŅŬŏŬŅ Ŭśɞŏž ΰ 

8. Giving examples, the Dharma Shaastras and Puraanas are of three types – 

Saattvika ones, Raajasa ones and Taamasa ones, in this way. “The Vaasishta and 

solely the Haarita, Vyaasa, Paraashara and so, the Bhaaradvaaja, Kashyapa 

(Smrtis) are Saattvika and granters of mukti. The Manu, Yaajnavalkya, Atreya, 

Daksha, Kaatyaayana and Vishnu (Srmtis) are Raajasa and granters of Svarga. 

The Kardama, Brhaspati, Saavrtta, Yama and Shankhamausinasa, thus, are 

Taamasa and granters of Niraya (Naraka),” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, 

Adhyaaya 236, Shlokas 23-26), thus, as per these declarations. 

“The Vishnu, Naarada and so, the Bhaagavata are auspicious. The Garuda and 

so, the Padma, Varaaha, are in auspicious view. These six Puraanas are 

Saattvika ones. The Brahmaanda, Brahmavaivarta, Maarkandeya and so, the 

Bhavishya, Vaamana and Brahmaa Puraanas are Raajasa one – know it from 

me. The Matsya, Kurma and so, the Linga, Shiva, Skanda and the Agni Puraanas 

– these six Puraanas are granters of Naraka,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, 

Adhyaaya 236, Shlokas 18-21) thus, as per this and other such statements, in 
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case of those (vaakyas of the Shaastras) which are mutually contradicting, it 

must be understood that only those said by the Saattvika ones (is to be 

considered). Otherwise, is it for the purpose of inferring a different meaning? 

“Even all the Shaastras, the Saattvika matas (philosophies) indeed, are those 

which offer the truth and say that Vishnu is Parameshvara – those Shaastras are 

the Saatvika matas. Prajaapati, Krshnaanu (Agni) and Devi Sarasvaati – those 

which speak of their Supremacy are Raajasa and are rejected. The Shaastras 

which glorify the Linga, Vaamadeva, Umaapati – they are propagators of tamas 

and are considered to be taamasa,” (Garuda Puraana, Ranganaatha 

Mahaatmya) thus, as per this statement of the Padma Puraana, despite the 

bewildering contradictions, the status of being Para Brahman and the Highest 

Cause is suitable to be Shri Vishnu’s alone – thus it is proven. 

ʈūŐŏŻŮǃĶŏūœūŐūƁ Řŷŗśŗƈ̠ķȵŉŏž ί 

ŬŗĽŐůɼŐŅůɼŶń őŬĻŅƁ ƳůŘŅŰ˺ŐŶ ΰ 

ĽĸŇžĸŰƚśŗƈŅɶ̠ŅɶƳůŏŬɨĽŐůɼŬŎǕŰŬŗőŬĻŅƁ Řŷŗśŗƈ̠ķȵŉƁ śʺűńƈŏž ΰ 

ΰ ƳůĶŲ ˿ūŋƈńŏ̏Ű ΰ 

Shaiva Sarvasva Khandanam, in Nyaayamauktikamaala, composed by Shri 

Vijayeendra Yateendra. 

Thus, Shaiva Sarvasva Khandanam composed by Jagadguru Vijayeendra 

Teertha, completes. 

May it be an offering to Shri Krshna. 
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