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Shaiva Sarvasva Khandanam (Nyaayamauktikamaala)

I AqdaEUsY i
RTafRIEHTATIT)

G-Hddaead Jafgedi-sdiddturgfarfaay

A composition of Jagadguru Sarvatantra-svatantra Shrimat Vijayeendra Teertha
Shripaada.

R fAqeaFadeMRIAvHS HeTfag R yigyd- Rk
deausiend aferggamesar ifvaadig ga=ur agd
UITARAERHTSATH dgu&rat fR¥ra Taleps s 112 |

(Purvapakshin): 1. In a competition between Brahmaa and Naaraayana, the
Maha-Linga form of Shiva manifested to test their strength and asked them to
find the end of the linga. (Vishnu), In the form of Varaaha and (Brahmaa), in
the form of Hamsa, engaged busily in trying to find the end of the linga and
couldn’t, due to which, Shiva alone is the ultimate being.

faweiarraurd gezuraigmmor: yfafew ugemi agau
Rraurrular aadiend sefudemugs Ml aa@: Wigyds
WAPHA RIAORIEA 3iRgw: 94d: Rravrercgey= qusdiererd 9
T a1 JeuA- TarRys™aiGas 113 1l

2. Vishnu, for the purpose of killing Jalandhara, needed the Sudarshana chakra
and worshiped Shiva everyday, with a thousand lotuses. For the purpose of
testing Him, one day, (Shiva) hid one lotus. Vishnu, took out His own eye and
therefore, He received the Sudarshana chakra as a benediction from Shiva and
also the title ‘Pundareekaaksha’ (the lotus-eyed one).

SHAHYTPT PlagedUlgd diAgA-TIaIadT fasrarfdy Ty
Tdareend Rewewfad daafa 13 1

3. During the time when the ocean was churned, the kaalakuta (haalaahala)
poison arose and incapacitated Vishnu and the other Devatas. Shiva, for the
protection of all the lokas, consumed the poison.

faswardif™ ggaryfa Far RaagaraRRIvasafeas 1y 1
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4. Vishnu and the other Devatas were used as weapons by Shiva, for the killing
of Tripuraasura.

TR Yy SRUR=UTT gaay Widn Twodt fawh: Rarqary@diyso
RIS 3 1 Y I

5. During Daksha’s Yajna, Vishnu fled in the form of a deer, but was captured
and defeated by Shiva’s avataara, Veerabhadra.

T A RIS IGY YOI | ASMATUR AT 7
YA’ 30 FIBRAUTHS ggdl dqaara Yol: TS YT i
& Il

6. “This is the truth, this is the truth and again, it is the truth, | declare this,
raising My arms — there is no Shaastra superior to the Vedas and there is no
Deva greater than Keshava.” (Skanda Puraana, Kaashi Khanda, Uttaraardha,
Adhyaaya 45, Shloka 13) When Vyaasa Deva said these words in the presence
of various Rshis, His arms were paralyzed and He couldn’t raise them.

SRHTIaTG! (AU R R eI IR @S 11 I

7. At a forest in Dvaaraka, Vishnu and Shiva were respectively in the form of a
woman and a man.

fexvargraurd (fRTvaesfRiy) waw g v5: IRUFUumadhfaas I ¢
I

8. Narasimha Deva, after defeating Hiranyaasura (Hiranyakashipu), was slain by
Rudra, in the form of Sharabha.

A3 0T AU SIS eI St Rigufagradgenes
Fafaasy 11 i

9. Shri Raamachandra, after killing Raavana, had to get rid of His brahma-hatya
dosha and thus, established a Shiva linga at the bridge to Lanka, and performed
the worship of Shiva.

PO REaIUeHT Eufcsdarcy 1l 2o i

10. Krshna could obtain progeny, as a benediction from Shiva.
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11. There, there, in the Puraanas, every Paada explains that Vishnu obtained
the status of being Para Brahman and the Highest cause, solely from Shiva. The
land of Kaashi, which is proven to be a land of Shiva, is capable of granting
moksha and thus, Shiva alone is the granter of moksha and he should be
worshiped by the Mumukshus, as he possesses this capability.
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1. Lingodbhava

d5Hq | IPTH (FRUTH@GEIR) T d g AfadyRIoyg
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(Uttarapakshin): 1. That is untrue. In every Paada (section) of the Saattvika
Puraanas, the final conclusion (Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy) is established and
those statements saying something else, can be disregarded. This story of
Vishnu and Chaturmukha respectively taking the forms of Varaaha and Hamsa,
in order to find the source of the Shivalinga, is found in the Kurma Puraana,
Linga Puraana, the Shivaraatri Maahaatmya section and other such texts. It has
been established that they are taamasa Puraanas. Moreover, they contradict
the following vaakyas of the Shruti:

"JGYTRY SRIGUN WM LqagT

“He lifted the Earth, with His hundred arms, in the form of Varaaha and
Krshna.” (Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad, Anuvaaka 1, Mantra 38; also in the
Sudarshana Upanishad)

'3{TOT 3T IeHY AN dRRTSeTafda gy @R SHT U= | df av1g!
HAISeXd' |l
“Initially, all this was the waters. He saw her (Bhumi) and in the form of

Varaaha, he seized her.” (Taittireeya Samhita, Kaanda 7, Prapaathaka 1,
Anuvaaka 5, Mantra 1)
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There, it is stated that Prthivee, which is the support of all entities, was lifted up
by Shri Vishnu. That includes the linga as well, being a part of Prthivee (Prakrti).
Whatever was lifted by Vishnu also includes the linga, as it is also made of
Prakrti and a part of Prthivee, and no pramaana states that it is aprakrtika or
has no limits. It cannot be supposed that Vishnu was simply not aware of its
end or source, as this assumption contradicts the fact that Vishnu is omniscient
and all-knowing, as said in the Shruti.

faferreifad: ToW: QRION 7 AW WerqaRae ey
“The eternal Purusha has excellent energies, not found in anyone else,”

(Shvetaashvatara Shruti) thus, the fact that Shri Vishnu is the knower of all
excellent energies, is contradicted.

Explanation: In the Shaiva Puraanas, this story occurs which mentions how
Vishnu and Brahmaa competed with each other for Supremacy and Shiva
appeared in the form of an Agni-skamba, an infinite column of fire, whose end
could be found be found by neither. The Shiva linga represents this rupa of
Shiva, also mentioned in the Skamba Sukta, but this particular story contradicts
Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy, which is known from the higher Shaastras, especially
the Vedas and Aagamas.

IR 0 Fg dwd TR0 WR: |

“Naraayana is the Supreme Brahman, Naaraayana is the Highest Tattva.”
—Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 10 (Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad),
Anuvaaka 13 (Naaraayana Sukta), Mantra 4 (also in the Mahaabhaarata,

Anushaasana Parva, Adhyaaya 186, Shloka 9; Narasimha Puraana, Adhyaaya
64, Shloka 43)

AU TREU | HRIGSTHGRY WS |

“The One Naaraayana who is established in all entities, the causal Purusha and
is causeless, is Para Brahman.”
—Naaraayana Upanishad, Khanda 4

Thus, the statements of the lower Shaastras can be rejected when they
contradict the higher ones, as said in the Purva Meemaamsa Sutras (Adhyaaya
1, Paada 3, Sutra 3):
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“In case of contradictions between Smrti and Veda, Smrti should be
disregarded; because it's only when there is no contradiction that there is
presumption (of Vaidika texts in support of Smrtis).”

These Puraanas are Shaiva Puraanas and said to be taamasika, as stated in the
Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 236, Shlokas 18-21, as quoted by
Shripaada Vaadiraaja Teertha. A day of Brahmaa is known as a Kalpa and from
the quotations of Shripaada Ramanujacharya, in the Vedaartha Sangraha, it is
inferred that the Shaiva Puraanas were narrated by Brahmaa Deva during the
taamasika Kalpas. Thus, their statements are not necessarily true.

It is important to note that it is not necessary to use this classification, as
Shripaada Madhvacharya uses the terms ‘Vaishnava’, ‘Braahma’ and ‘Shaiva’, to
classify the Puraanas. In the Mahaabhaarata Taatparyya Nirnnaya, Adhyaaya 1,
Shloka 53, he even refers to the Padma Puraana as a Shaiva Puraana, while
guoting it. This is because a portion of any Puraana, which supports the idea of
Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy, is known as a Vaishnava Puraana. A part of any
Puraana supporting Shri Rudra’s Supremacy, is known as a Shaiva Puraana.

Thus, the statements of the Shaiva Puraanas, when they contradict Vishnu’s
Supremacy, can be rejected. This is also known from the Rudra Geeta of the
Varaaha Puraana, as quoted by Shripaada Yamunacharya (in Aagama
Pramaanya) and Shripaada Madhvacharya (in his Brahma Sutra bhaashya, in the
commentary on the first Sutra):

TN YOI ST g |
© I 3% AT AR HRY |

3= faqun axiaa Te1y |
UBIR Ho ATHAHYRIR T H H9 ||

(Janaardana said): “Now | shall create such things as would soon engender
doubt and misconception among men. Mighty-armed Rudra, you too have
Moha Shaastras produced. Let the people be made to see what is not true and
what is against truth. Make yourself well-known to the world and spread
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darkness with regard to Me.”
—Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 70, Shlokas 35-36

In the Mahaabhaarata Taatparyya Nirnnaya, Adhyaaya 1, Shlokas 53-58,
Shripaada Madhvacharya quoted the following shlokas from the Padma
Puraana:

AR YT YT TSI o e |
STORTE! A YT HaaT AIETRY Il 208, |

WIH: HiTad I SHFAGHErSS |

Hi T MUY A WTGBRURRITR] Il Q00 |

(Shri Shiva recalled Shri Vishnu’s words): “O Shambhu, | shall also propitiate you
and will always receive a boon from you. Being born in the ages like Dvaapara
and among men in Kali Yuga, make the people averse to Me with the
(Moha)Shaastras prepared by you. So also censure Me, so that the world
become better and better. | shall produce this delusion which will delude
people. You too, O mighty-armed Rudra, produce Moha Shaastras. O you of
great arms, produce them, which are false and spurious. Manifest yourself and
keep Me hidden.”

—Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 71, Shlokas 106-107

TRAT fAUR e TSI HfadameH |

YR FAURGYdeaHe"1a T Il 2% |

& a1 9 o1 gfokT: I o 99 fqwpT |
druifeHEr I FHIee = fawd: 11 93y |

SNGHRACICH! a1 SO T |
e TaHIET Hd I =T |
dfe<ta Bfea ShTsars &y ardfa 1l 328 |l

(Shri Shiva said to Paarvati Devi): “Shri Vishnu alone is the Supreme One.
Knowledge about Him is the path to mukti. This is the nirnaya (verdict) of the
Shaastras and anything else leads to delusion. Claims such as mukti being
attainable without knowledge, my equivalence with Vishnu, knowledge being
obtained by visiting sacred places, my superiority over Vishnu, or non-
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difference of devotees like me, or liberated jeevas, with Vishnu — all these lead
to delusion only and nothing else. Due to that my greatness has become
matchless, and | am honoured by the world, O Paarvati.”

—Ibid. Shlokas 114-116

From all this, it becomes known that the Shaiva Shaastras were composed for
deluding non-devotees, due to which they naturally oppose Vishnu’s
Supremacy. This itself is enough proof to reject these stories. On top of that,
Shri Vijayeendra Teertha quotes pramaanas from the Vedas, which are
contradicted by these stories. The Vedas mention Shri Varaaha lifting the Earth,
which implies that He also lifted Shiva, as he is also a Devata of the Brahmaanda
(solar system) and a part of Prakrti. It is not possible that Vishnu cannot find the
end of the Shiva linga. It also cannot be supposed that Vishnu wasn’t aware of
the end of the Shiva linga, as that would contradict Shri Vishnu’s omniscience.
The Naaraayana Sukta says:

o fhfrehT d g=ad s an |
3rddiey dedd oure TR fR: I
Sf~ed Bl GEES QyRinE |

“Whatever is seen or heard of in the entire Jagat — all of that is pervaded
completely by Naaraayana, who is established in it. He is the infinite,
imperishable and omniscient ocean-dweller, who is the delight for the
universe.”

—Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 10, Anuvaaka 13, Mantras 5-6

Therefore, the Shiva linga too is pervaded by Shri Vishnu and He is omniscient,
eliminating all the possibilities mentioned by Shaivas. The last quotation is from
a text of the Shvetaashvatara Shaakha of the Krshna-Yajurveda and was also
guoted by Shripaada Madhvacharya, in his Brahma Sutra bhaashya, Adhyaaya
2, Paada 1, Sutra 29.

© Copyrights 2022-24 Achyuta Bhakti Deets

13




2. The Origin of the Sudarshana Chakra

fawn: Rrayd sremRaUTdR gerAcanfesmaTay v gfaay
sarfe gfafaesy | eragd qusdiararauranfemafy | aw aun
ST quspaaniaui aedifefa A | Ta 9d4: gy 3fea:
safe gfafalvsy | 7 wafgrRaERR AR aaadA |
ey fergryronfeftag RIeRUgdEus s fawnsiaeraurf
RageIezMyvsiaTgauaicemaaed | 9UTy uRnfey

Aif e sdraiedd aRTe s qdavss I m T SIv: 1 ]
I

2. The idea of Vishnu obtaining the Sudarshana chakra as a benediction from
Shiva, to kill Jalandhara, contradicts the following Shruti vaakya TR Uﬁﬁt[’
(Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 10, Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad,
Anuvaaka 1, Mantra 50). Also, the absurd idea of Vishnu obtaining the
appellation of Pundareekaaksha, the lotus eyed One, contradicts the following
Shruti vaakya:

R g HER UG HAT G0N dRAGfd A1 ¥ T Jaw: gy it |

“His two eyes are like lotuses and He is known as ‘Ut’, as He has risen above all
paapa.” (Chhaandogya Upanishad, Prapaathaka 1, Khanda 6, Mantra 7)

There, it is stated that the form of Bhagavaan is apraakrta and without
beginning or end. Due to this, the idea of Vishnu propitiating Shiva for the
killing of Jalandhara and obtaining the Sudarshana chakra and the status of
Pundareekaasha, as propagated by the Linga Puraana and Purva Khanda of the
Varaaha Puraana, can be rejected. The presence of Saattvika, Raajasa and
Taamasa portions in the Padma Puraana, and the Varaaha Puraana’s Purva
Khanda’s taamasa status, make them flawed.

Explanation: As per Shri Yaashkaachaarya’s Nighantu, the words ‘charanam’
and ‘puraana’ are synonymous to “chakra” and “ancient times,” respectively.
Further, the first passage of the Aatmabodha Upanishad also mentions Shri
Vishnu possessing the Shankha and Chakra:

© Copyrights 2022-24 Achyuta Bhakti Deets
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35 T ARV ASEABITGIERT T 3> T ARV F-aar™iDh]
dHUGHIA TS |

Thus, it implies that the Sudarshana chakra very much existed with Shri Vishnu
since ancient times and He did not acquire it from Shiva. The Chhaandogya
Upanishad also mentions that Paramaatma’s eyes are like lotuses and
therefore, it is not possible for Him to acquire this status from Shiva. As
mentioned earlier, the Padma Puraana has Shaiva and Vaishnava portions,
which is why the statements of the Shaiva portions that contradict the
conclusions of the Vedas and Aagamas, can be rejected in case of
contradictions. The Varaaha Puraana’s Purva Khanda is also a Shaiva section or
can be called taamasika and therefore, it too has vaakyas on Shiva Paratva,
which contradict the Shaastras.

© Copyrights 2022-24 Achyuta Bhakti Deets
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3. The Appearance of the Haalaahala Poison

YAHYARTA Hrapeduu-HNY Raq 7 Wxfeaseay | oy
fawaeTTafeaa | 1 9T HIOnHTE: | d T ORAS R wgYd
HETFATY | ATET ARV ¢4 g6l THstawy II' 3fd SevsyRIvaT—w
TedTd | AT SHvf T TRS HUSRI T HUISH: | SRTHYd 9 g§ad
TSy 3fd RIVTRTT-TR T | ' AUBTRAG St RISl
U | RIEHTRIT Tai s AuTaey s TRe SRAYSIagd a7 I
sfd MesgRIv urddtufa Raaaara | segar-aifaea-adis®
RY | 3 TG TUAUERISEIA sfd T-a=mdy ufaarer= |
AREAYYTETE fawigdTaw 9 | faw dguasiivf aieisReRo"

3. During the churning of the ocean for amrta, Shiva didn’t consume the
kaalakuta poison by his own strength. Rather, it was through chanting mantras
of Shri Vishnu. The Brahmaanda Puraana declares:

o TG IREER TG HeTfau |

Tl AR} ¢4 gl TeeeaeH |

(Shiva said): “On seeing it, the great poison, arising like a cloud, | meditated
upon Naaraayana, the Deva in my heart, Garudadhvaja.” (Padma Puraana,
Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 232, Shlokas 14-15)

I Sfivf T TRS HUER] T HUT: |

SRIAYD T gad Teswad |

“By meditating on his Antaraatma, in his heart, Garudadhvaja, Kapaali was able
to digest the poison in his neck,” thus is the declaration in one of the Puraanas.

3UHTRITHE &t TRITGIRIR UGH |
RIGAKHAYA TS [quTaeH a8 TR YRAYSHYC g7 ||
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“O Devi, this is a secret fact. At the time of the churning of the ocean, |
meditated on Him, due to which | was able to consume the poison and had
amrta,” thus, is the declaration of Paarvatipati Shiva himself, in the Garuda
Puraana.

SAM-AMdaTadISsg Y IR |
3> THRC P SUfAyeRISER |

“Shri Shiva performed abhimantrana of the poison with the mantra of Achyuta,
Ananta and Govinda and then consumed it,” (similar to Padma Puraana, Uttara
Khanda, Adhyaaya 232, Shloka 19) thus, is a well known declaration in the
Mantra Shaastras.

AU fAwngdTaw g |
fas TeHa=IUf AHHERBRIMA ||

“Due to chanting the three names of the all pervading Shri Vishnu (Acyuta,
Ananta and Govinda), that poison which had the capability of annihilating all
the lokas, was digested,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 232,
Shloka 18) thus, is the declraration in the Puraanas.

What more?

AT SUHI A HATH AT |
DR I U TgauiuaE |

“Vaayu churned and ground (the poison) and along with Rudra, drank the
poison from the vessel,” (Rgveda, Shaakhala Samhita, Mandala 10, Sukta 136,
Mantra 7) thus, the Shruti itself mentions the fact that Shri Rudra consumed a
small portion of the poison.

Further, in the Bhaagavata and other Puraanas, the sections dealing with the
churning for amrta, make no mention of Vishnu being afraid of the Kaalakuta
poison and fleeing from it.

Explanation: When the Devas and asuras churned the ocean for obtaining
amrta, the nectar of immortality, a great poison known as ‘haalahala’
emanated, which was about to destroy the various realms. The Devas prayed to
Shiva, who took up the poison in his palms and drank it, as propagated by
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many. As per the Shaiva Puraanas, Vishnu was blackened due to the effect of
the haalahala poison initially, implying that Shiva is greater than Him, as the
Former could not tolerate the haalahala poison.

As per Tattvavada, however, it was not Shri Rudra who was the chief consumer
of the haalaahala (or kaalakuta) poison. Rather, it was Shri Mukhya Praana
Deva, also known as Vaayu, who is the Devata of the breath. He is the topmost
among all the Devatas and is equivalent to Shri Brahmaa Deva. Shripaada
Madhvacharya stated as follows in the Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya
(Adhyaaya 10, Shlokas 14-16):

el WU AGA1d gWE avIgG AT Tehary g:¥g=H |

o faaraed faur gdl ¥ fefg Mfvem arg: 11 gy i

3 I fUaq S0 o fAurfadr gfesa o] 3%: |

B PRURITAI F HoHATT AT ST TBEAGIS ST Il QWi
31 e QR FUr (U™ U au-HeeT |

4 9 A Saugs qul 9 argdg 9 S 1l & I

(The Devatas said to Vyaasa Deva): "Kaalakoota was the embodiment of Kali.
Due to Brahmaa's boon, nobody could stop it or even touch it. Vaayu picked up
a portion of the same, squeezed it, reduced its intensity and gave it to Shiva.
Shiva drank it, and fell down unconscious as soon as it reached his neck. He got
up due to the touch of Shri Hari's hand. His neck became dark then. After that,
Vaayu, keeping your orders in front, placed the poison in a golden bowl| and
drank it himself without reducing its intesity; It got digested for him."

This is stated in the Kumbhakonam recension of the Mahaabhaarata:
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Desiring to obtain amrta, on the day of the crescent moon, Shri Vaayu, the

consumer of the poison, crushed and squeezed the poison, as per the directions
of Brahmaa. Then, Shri Brhaspati touched the water to enable the appearance
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of amrta and he was not pleased (as it didn’t appear). Angrily, he cursed: “Even
after me touching water, it is still contaminated. Thus, the water shall become
contaminated with sea animals, thus, the water shall become contaminated
with sea animals.”

—Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva, Adhyaaya 351, Shloka 27

This is also supported by the Keshi Sukta of the Rgveda, as quoted by Shri
Vijayeendra Teertharu, which the last pramaana in this section. Vaayu could
consume the poison easily, as he is the only Devata equivalent to Brahmaa
Deva and presides over Mahat-Tattva, as stated multiple times, such as the
Skanda Puraana (Vaishnava Khanda, Vaishaakhamaasa-Maahaatmya, Adhyaaya
19) and Prashna Upanishad.

It is important to note that neither Vaayu nor Shiva were the ultimate
consumers of the poison, as it was Shri Vishnu who helped them do so, as
shown by the quoted pramaanas and others.
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“The merciful Shiva, seeing the fright of Devas and due to the order of Hari,
took up the poison on his palm, through his Yogic abilities.”

—Skanda Puraana, Vaishnava Khanda, VaasuDeva Maahaatmya, Adhyaaya 11,
Shloka 38

“Madhusudana took away the demon of Haalaahala poison from Maheshvara
and destroyed the fear of the celestials.”
—Agni Puraana, Adhyaaya 276, Shloka 23

Moreover, Shiva too chanted the three names of Vishnu, i.e. Achyuta, Ananta
and Govinda, before consuming the haalahala poison, as stated in the Puraanas
and quoted by Vijayeendra Teertharu.
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“Saying thus, Paarvatinaatha meditated on Naaraayana, in his heart. Chanting
the Maha-mantra, he took that dreadful poison. By the power of the Maha-
mantra, the great poison was digested. Achyuta, Ananta, Govinda — these are
Hari’s naamatraya (three names).”

—Padma Puraana, Brahma Khanda, Adhyaaya 9, Shlokas 6-7

The story of Vaayu being the main consumer of the haalahala poison is also
accepted by Shri Vaishnavas, who believe that Garuda consumed it, as Vaayu is
one of his names too. The story of Vishnu being blackened due to the poison is
false and written for delusion.
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4. The Destruction of Tripura
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4. The victory over Tripuraasura is again, not the excellence of Rudra.
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“The asuras had three cities, the closest one made of iron, (the other of silver
and one of gold. The Devas could not counquer them... they prepared an arrow
with Agni as the point, Soma as the socket and Vishnu as the shining shaft).”
(Taittireeya Samhita, Kaanda 6, Prapaathaka 2, Anuvaaka 3, Mantra 1) From
this vaakya of the Shruti, it is known that Shiva used Vishnu’s tejas as a weapon.
But, this doesn’t imply Vishnu’s subordinacy to Shiva, as this vaakya from the
Shruti, says,

318 qUI 3g0d UHHAUfRITHT |

“I solely desire to be the ruler of the Pashus,” (Shukla-Yajurveda, Kaanva
Sambhita, Adhyaaya 24) mentioning Shiva receiving a boon to attain the status
of Pashupati.
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“Therefore, come to my refuge and be fearless. | shall become Devashuka and
shall kill the Tripuraasuras,” thus is the declaration of Shri Vishnu to Shri Rudra,
in the Kurma Puraana. In the Karna Parva of the Mahaabhaarata, it is stated:

[AURTAT YiTadl SoTHdae: |
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“Rudra, with Vishnu as his Aatma and of immense tejas, was able to touch the

bow, due to this,” (Mahaabhaarata, Karna Parva, Adhyaaya 26, Shlokas 33-34)
thus, it is known that Rudra has Naaraayana as his Antaryaami.
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“Chanting the one Taaraka mantra, without a second and with Brahman as its
Aatma, one obtains the Siddhis. This is the truth and the truth, which | speak.
Chanting this very mantra, Trayambaka finished the three cities,” thus is the
declaration of a Smrti.
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“Brahmaa formerly arranged the Vishnupanjara for the protection of the
excellent Shankara,” thus is the declaration of the Mokshadharma Parva of the
Mahaabhaarata. Moreover, in Puraanas like the Bhaagavata Puraana, Shri
Vishnu, as His Vrshabha avataara, established the means of gaining victory over
Tripura.

Explanation: The Tripuras were three cities built by asuras, made of various
metals, with which they disrupted the natural activities of the realms and they
could not be defeated by the Devatas. So, Shri Shiva finally defeated them, with
a bow having various Devatas as its parts, including Shri Vishnu as its shaft. This
is described in the Vedas themselves. The Shaivas argue that since Vishnu was
Rudra’s instrument in annihilating the Tripuraasuras, it proves Shiva’s
superiority over Vishnu. However, Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu clarifies that this
is again a proof of Shri Vishnu’s greatness alone, since Shri Rudra needed Him
for annihilating the Tripuras. In the Karna Parva of the Mahaabhaarata, Kurma
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Puraana and elsewhere, there are direct Upabrmhanas stating that Rudra Deva
annihilated the Tripuras by Vishnu’s grace alone.

dd fawn vare 731 dfeqR gy |

(Shri Rudra said): "By Your, Vishnu's benediction, the Tripuras were destroyed
by me."
—Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 136, Shloka 35

Likewise, Rudra’s Antaryaami is Vishnu Himself (Sankarshana) and the former
obtained greatness over all other beings through tapas and as a benediction of
Vishnu Himself, giving him the title ‘Pashupati’. This is mentioned in the Shukla-
Yajurveda, as quoted already, along with the Puraanas.

38 ufdat Hadi ddl AieHarsay |
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“I shall be the master of you all and therefore, you shall attain moksha —so,

thus, the Devas agreed and (Rudra) became Pashupati.”
—Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 33, Shloka 27
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5. The Vishnu-Veerabhadra Conflict at the Daksha
Yajna
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5. The defeat of Vishnu, while He fled in the form of a deer, at the hands of Shri
Shiva’s avataara Veerabhadra, during the Yajna of Daksha, is not possible, due
to the fact that Shri Naaraayana was not present at the Yajna of Daksha.
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“Already knowing the events that would occur, the lotus born one (Shri
Brahmaa) and Shri Naaraayana, the soul of the universe, did not go to the
Yajna,” (Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 4, Adhyaaya 6, Shloka 3) thus, it is
known that neither Shri Vishnu nor Shri Brahmaa attended Daksha’s Yajna.
However, the Taamasa Puraanas mention that both of them did go there,
contradicting the statements of the Bhaagavata Puraana and thus, making
them unacceptable.

Explanation: During the Yajna conducted by Prajaapati Daksha, he insulted Shri
Rudra, causing Sati to leave her body and angering Shiva, causing the Shiva
ganas to attack Daksha’s Yajna and destroy it. There, Shiva’s avataara
Veerabhadra defeated all the Devatas who had gathered at Daksha’s Yajna and
later beheaded Daksha. As per the Shaiva Puraanas, this included Shri Brahmaa
and Shri Vishnu too, who tried to escape in the form of a deer, but was caught
by Veerabhadra and defeated. Vijayeendra Teertharu explains that this is found
only in the Shaiva Puraanas, while the Vaishnava ones state that Brahmaa and
Vishnu were absent at Daksha’s Yajna. Thus, the argument that this proves
Veerabhadra’s superiority over Vishnu, is refuted.
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Shri Bannanje Govindacharya provides an alternate view, reconciling the
contradictions in the Puraanas — it is both true that Vishnu did and did not
attend Daksha’s Yajna. Vishnu’s manifestation among the Trimurtis is His Vyuha
form Aniruddha, who did not go to Daksha’s Yajna. However, as Upendra, the
younger brother of Indra and one of the Aadityas of Svarga Loka, He is the
Devata of all Yajnas. This is stated multiple times in the Vedas themselves. In
our present Manvantara (a large unit of time, half of one Kalpa), Bhagavaan’s
Upendra avataara appeared as a dwarf, Vaamana, giving him that name.

SEICLYICICEEIRSEIRE P ERIEAELUSERCE

“Let him in that case chant some Yajus-text addressed to Shri Vishnu, for Shri
Vishnu who is that Yajna.”
—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 1, Adhyaaya 1, Braahmana 4, Mantra 9

JWIG TTTATY T =TT |

“Vishnu is the devata of the Yajna, Soma.”
—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 3, Adhyaaya 5, Braahmana 3, Mantra 2
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“If he should utter any human sound before that time, let him there and then
mutter some Rk or Yajus-text addressed to Shri Vishnu, who is the Yajna, the
giver of fruit.”

—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 1, Adhyaaya 7, Braahmana 4, Mantra 20

More specifically, it has been said:
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“Now he who is this Vishnu is the Yajna; and He who is this Yajna is yonder
Aaditya.”
—Shatapatha Braahmana, Khanda 14, Adhyaaya 1, Braahmana 1, Mantra 6
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“Now Vishnu was indeed Vaamana (a dwarf). The Devas, however, were not
offended at this, but said: Much indeed they gave us, who gave us what is equal
in size to the Yajna.”
—Shatapatha Braahmana, Khanda 1, Adhyaaya 2, Braahmana 5, Mantra 5
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The apparent defeat of Shri Vishnu by Veerabhadra was simply an act and
nothing more. Thus, the argument of the Shaivas against Vishnu’s Supremacy
through this incident, is invalid.
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6. The Authority of Vyaasa Deva’s Words
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6. “This is the truth, this is the truth, this again, is the truth, declared by me,
raising my arms. There exists no Shaastra greater than the Vedas and no Deva
greater than Keshava” (Skanda Puraana, Kaashi Khanda, Uttaraardha, Adhyaaya
45, Shloka 13) — when Vyaasa Deva said these words amidst a group of all the
Rshis, His arms were paralyzed. This is declared by the Skanda Puraana’s Kaashi
Khanda. It is known that the Skanda Puraana is a taamasa Puraana and thus, is
avaidika.
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“The three sources of avaidika knowledge are the Vasistha section, Suta
Samhita and Kaashi Khanda, which should be abandoned, as they contradict

Vaidika knowledge,” thus, from this, it is known that the Kaashi Khanda is
avaidika. Additionally, (it is said):

ggIarE AN: URIR:..

“Vyaasa, the son of Paraashara, said..”(Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 1,
Anuvaaka 9, Mantra 6), thus, from this statement of the Shruti, the authority of
Vyaasa Deva’s words are known. There, Vyaasa Deva establishes the Supremacy
of Shri Naaraayana over all entities, which being the root Shruti pramaanas,
overrides and invalidates the statements of the Kaashi Khanda, due to them
contradicting the Shruti.
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Explanation: In an story of the Kaashi Khanda of the Skanda Puraana, when
Vyaasa Deva declared that Shri Vishnu is the Highest Deva and that there is no
Shaastra greater than the Vedas, His arms were paralyzed by Nandi and Shri
Vishnu Himself appears and tells Vyaasa Deva that He could not protect Him,
implying that Shri Shiva alone is the Supreme Being and not Shri Vishnu.

This view of the Skanda Puraana, is shown to be incorrect, as there is a shloka
denouncing the very validity of the Suta Samhita and Kaashi Khanda of the
Skanda Puraana, both of which are Shaiva sections. Further, the Taittireeya
Aaranyaka mentions:
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Vyaasa, the son of Paraashara, said, "I'm indeed like lightning. Just as death by
lightning is avoided with the knowledge of it, one who knows Me, free from any
desire, becomes free from the fear of death."

—Taittireeya Aaranyaka, Prashna 1, Anuvaaka 9, Mantra 6

From this declaration, it is known that Vyaasa Deva’s words hold complete
authority, as per the Vedas themselves. As Vyaasa Deva declares that
knowledge of Him is sufficient to free one from the fear of death, it implies that
His words are valid and the Skanda Puraana contradicts this. Not only this, but
the Skanda Puraana, elsewhere repeats the same declaration for Shri Vishnu:
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“This is the truth. This is the truth. Again it is the truth. It is being proclaimed
with raised hands. This has been excellently decided and concluded that
Naaraayana should always be meditated upon.”

—Skanda Puraana, Aavantya Khanda, Reva Khanda, Adhyaaya 10, Shloka 60

The same shloka in question is also repeated in the Purushottama Samhita:
JEMRATR AR 7 <d BT |
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“There is no Shaastra higher than the Vedas and no Deva higher than Keshava.
From (the understanding of) this, propitiate Devesha, solely with the prescribed
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methods.”
—Purushottama Samhita, Adhyaaya 1, Shloka 27

The following pramaana of Shri Vedaanta Deshika, in the 24th chapter of
Rahasyatraya Saara, from a section of the Mahaabhaarata, which also contains
a few Upabrhmanas for the Naaraayana Sukta, repeats the same:
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"After studying all the Shaastras and frequent investigation of their meaning
with the help of reason, this one truth alone becomes evident — Naraayana
should always be meditated upon.”

—Mahaabhaarata, Anushaasana Parva, Adhyaaya 186, Shloka 11 (also in the
Nrsimha Puraana, Adhyaaya 64, Shloka 78; Garuda Puraana, Khanda 1,
Adhyaaya 230, Shloka 1)

This has been quoted by:

e Shripaada Madhvacharya, in the Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya,
Adhyaaya 2, Shloka 72
e Shri Vedaanta Deshika, in Rahasyatraya Saara, Adhyaaya 24

Therefore, the narrative of the Skanda Puraana is untrue and mohaka, only for
the purpose of misleading non-bhaktas, as mentioned in the Varaaha and
Padma Puraanas.
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7. The Mohini Rupa of Shri Vishnu
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7. Further, at the time of the distribution of amrta, for the purpose of
protecting the Devas and deluding the asuras, Purushottama took on the
disguise of Mohini. Later, after that, Rudra, having heard of (Vishnu’s) disguise
of Mohini astonishing the Devatas and asuras, requested Vishnu to show him
the same form. Later, due to Vishnu displaying that form, Rudra neglected his
own wife, Paarvati Devi, who was near him, and was carried away by Mohini’s
beauty, ejaculating semen and following her everywhere — thus is known from
the Puraanas. This does not lower Purushottama’s status (as He assumed the
form of a woman). But (Rudra) being deluded by the sight of this form proves
the inverse. Purushottama had assumed this deluding female form for the
purpose of deluding the asuras and protecting the Devatas. This is known from
the Matsya, Kurma and Varaaha Puraanas.

Explanation: As per Shaiva darshanas, Shri Vishnu is considered the Devata of
Prakrti, while Shri Shiva is considered the Devata of Purusha Tattva. This
incident is often quoted to prove this claim and show the Supremacy of Shri
Rudra. However, Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu explains that this incident does not
prove so, as there is nothing opposing Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy or the fact that
He is Purushottama and the Highest Purusha, which is known from the Vedas,
Aagamas and Itihaasas, since the form of Mohini was merely for the purpose of
tricking the asuras, during the churning of the ocean. On the other hand, the
fact that Shiva was stunned by the sight of Mohini proves Shiva’s subordinacy
with respect to Vishnu.
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8. The Narasimha-Sharabha Incident
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8. Moving on to the allegation of Narasimha being slain by Sharabha, there:
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“Due to Nrsimha Deva driking Hiranyaasura’s (Hiranyakashipu) blood, and
creating havoc in the various lokas, the Devas prayed to Shiva. Therefore,
ordered by Shiva, Veerabhadra assumed the form of a Sharabha, seized
Nrsimha by His feet and swirled Him. Therefore, due to Nrsimha vomitting the
blood, He regained His composure and pleased Veerabhadra. Veerabhadra,
having controlled Vishnu, returned to Shiva,” thus, is declared in the Skanda
Puraana. But, in the Shiva Puraana:
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“Rudra, solely as Sharabha, killed Nrsimha,” thus, (is stated).

Here, both the Shiva and Skanda Puraanas mutually contradict each other and
as a result, one of them is false. Further, the narrative mentioning Narasimha
drinking Hiranyaasura’s blood and being deluded is inconsistent with the
statements of the Vedas, such as:

“The One Naaraayana, established in all entities, who is the cause of
everything.. is Vishnu, who is free from delusions and pains, and is the object of
meditation,” (Aatmabodha Upanishad) thus, it is known that there is no

possibility of Vishnu being deluded. Further, the idea of Narasimha Deva being
deluded due to consuming Hiranyaasura’s blood, holds no water, as:

URATU H1YAT fo- =1 o gshar |
RIRATIATYT et o i ||
(Shri Krshna said): “For the purpose of protecting the Saadhus, destroying the

evil and establishing dharma, | appear, Yuga after Yuga,” (Bhagavat Geeta,
Adhyaaya 4, Shloka 8) thus, it is known that protection of the Saadhus (bhaktas)
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and destruction of evil beings is the purpose of Vishnu’s avataaras. Further, the
claim that Nrsimha was slain by Sharabha, also holds no water, as the Nrsimha
Taapaneeya Upanishad says:

TY gl dHE: URE o719 U1gard | 3 foxell IRig! Yid aF SURId | Tees
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“At death, one (who propitiates Nrsimha Deva), attains the Highest abode,
where Nrsimha Deva, free from defects, is clearly visible and worshiped. That, is
visible to the Munis,” (Avyakta Upanishad, Khanda 7) thus, it is known that
Narasimha Deva resides at the Supreme abode, Parama Padam. In another
prakarana of the Taapaneeya Upanishad, it is said:

Had AfRBIAAY |

“He is solely devoid of a beginning or end,” (Avyakta Upanishad, Khanda 1)
thus, it is known that Narasimha Deva has no beginning or end. What more?
From multiple Puraanas, it is known that Narasimha Deva alone slayed
Sharabha. So, in the Padma Puraana:
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“The two powerful Devas, Narasimha and Sharabha, who have no equal in the
universe, fought a prolonged, fierce and violent battle. As a result of that
altercation, the large bodied Narasimha, who possesses terrific valor that
controls the asuras and prevents anything from going against His will, whose
limbs appeared to have a thousand nails was angered. Being in that state of
rage, Narasimha, who is terrible and extremely formidable towards adharmis
bent on adharma, killed Sharabha using His sharp and fierce nails. Sharabha had
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incited the wrath of Madhusudana and so, the lotus eyed One was appeased by
the prayers of the Devas and Devarishis,” thus, is stated.

P TESRRT I9H IR |
3N TRIGT IRHLIY STAq |l

In the Vaamana Puraana, "Chopping off the many heads (of Sharabha), with His
nails, that were equal to adamantine, Narasimha Deva who towered like the
Meru mountain, also subdued Sharabha," thus (is stated).

q IoqUIFTHYUIE G&gaTel Y--er = |
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In the Kurma Puraana, "The form of Sharabha had a beak, the head of a lion,
with 8 feet and limbs which were dense black color. He was throbbing with the
intensity (of anger), had bloodied hands, with a thousand weapons. Narasimha,
acting mercilessly as in the case of Hiranyakasipu, tore apart with His hands, the
beaks on every single one of Sharabha’s heads, at their folds," thus, (is stated).

dd: &UH IRYT AR fagqa: |
ST GO Tgag a4 |l
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In the Agni Puraana, "Thereupon, in a moment, the sound from Sharabha’s
mouth intensified in all directions, approaching Vishnu, with a terrible roar.
Narasimha, having seen that arrival of Sharabha and heard his roar, became
furious and disposed (of Sharabha) with His nails, as He did in the case of
Hiranyakashipu," thus, (is stated). Further,

BR E;‘Q"dequ qar: | fay== quy ﬂ?ﬂTﬂl{,’ (Taittireeya Aaranyaka,
Prashna 3, Anuvaaka 15, Mantra 1; Prashna 10, Maha-Naaraayana Upanishad,
Anuvaaka 41, Mantra 50) thus is a vaakya in the Shruti, sounding like Rudra
subdued Narasimha. The word ‘vishvasya’ should be considered to be in
prathama vibhakti (the first vibhakti of Sanskrit grammar, signifying the subject
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of a sentence), instead of shashthi vibhakti (the sixth vibhakti, signifying
possessions). “The ruler of the universe, who is Hari, who destroyed Rudra
(Sharabha), is followed (by the Devas)” — thus is the meaning. And it does not
intend to say the Devas of the universe follow Rudra, who destroyed Hari,
since:

SR 3¢ 9 95 a3UHa d |
e gvd TERHTE R I

“Being the destroyer of Brahmaa, Indra, Rudra, Yama and Varuna, He is solely
known as Hari,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 226, Shlokas 86-87)
thus, is the statement of a Smrti, attributing the name Hari to Shri Vishnu, as He
solely has the role of the destroyer of Brahmaa, Rudra and the other Devatas.
Not only is the word ‘Hari’ rudhi (a whole word and not a combination of
multiple words), but it can be considered yaugika (a word formed by
combination of other words) too.

And moreover,
q4l AU Y Teaad |

“Indra, in the form of a worm, broke the chord of the bow,” (Taittireeya
Aaranyaka, Prapaathaka 1, Anuvaaka 5, Mantra 3), thus, is stated (by a passage
in the Taittireeya Aaranyaka), which later says:

Tags™ ;| I5RIad YRife: RR IAUY | 9 Jaaisyaq |

“This is Rudra’s bow. As it is Rudra’s, his head broke into pieces. He became the
Pravargya Yajna,” (ibid. Mantra 5) thus is stated in the Taittireeya Aaranyaka,
mentioning how Indra, being powered by Vishnu (his Antaryaami), broke the
heads of Rudra. And due to the presence of numerous pramaanas, it cannot be
supposed that the Rudra beheaded by the bow, refers to another Rudra and
not the well known Rudra, as claimed by the reciters of the Saama Veda. As per
the Shruti vaakya (Harim harantam..), it is known that it is the well known
Rudra only who is referred to, by this vaakya. As Indra is not capable of doing
this, it is established that it was only due to Shri Vishnu and His chakra, it was
possible for Indra to severe the heads of Rudra. There are pramaanas to state
this too.
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“Shankara, you are not capable of protecting yourself. How will you win a fight
against Me? | shall narrate an old incident. When you tried to interrupt a Yajna
being performed by Shakra (Indra), | severed your head, protecting the Yajna.
Then, Paarvati prayed to Me, and due to her desire, | revived you, as My
benediction, O Shiva,” thus is stated in the Uttarabhaaga of the Kurma Puraana,
by Paarvati Pati himself, recalling Shri Vishnu’s words, as an Upabrhmana (to
the Taittireeya Aaraanyaka).

Here, the background of this is — Once, in some Kalpa, Indra, meditating on
Shri Naaraayana, without telling all the Devas, started a Yajna to propitiate
Naaraayana. Later, the other Devas sent Rudra to obstruct Indra’s Yajna. Then,
when Rudra proceeded to halt Indra’s Yajna, due to Indra remembering
Naaraayana, Rudra’s heads were severed by (Vishnu’s) Chakra. Later, due to
Paarvati Devi’s Stotra for Shri Vishnu, Shiva was restored to life. This has been
stated in the Matsya Puraana and Narasimha Puraana.

Therefore, it is proven that Narasimha Deva alone was victorious, but not
Sharabha being victorious — Thus has been established.

Explanation: It is popularly claimed by Shaivas that Sharabha killed Narasimha,
after Narasimha killed Hiranyakashipu and continued to be livid, as said in the
Shaiva Puraanas. However, the Vaishnava stance on this incident is not well
known, and as explained by Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu, it was Narasimha Deva
who killed Sharabha. Firstly, the Skanda and Shaiva Puraanas contradict each
other on whether Narasimha was actually subdued by Veerabhadra or killed by
Shiva. Secondly, the whole incident contradicts the Vedas, Aagamas and the
higher Shaastras, which directly mention the Supremacy of Shri Vishnu and Him
being Param Brahma. There is no possibility of Him being deluded or being
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killed by anyone. The Padma Puraana even refers to Him as the conqueror of
Veerabhadra:

YIel GUR T gl JRIZI aRyg fo7q graRnieafaaT= Jaw- vHTord: |

“That Deva, Nrsimha, the conqueror of Veerabhadra, held the much heated
orbs of twelve Suns, on His forehead.”
—Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 174, Shlokas 85-86

Further, the Vaishnava portions of the Puraanas also mention that Narasimha
Deva killed Sharabha. The reason why the incident took place, as explained in
bhaashyas and other granthas, is because the Devatas were afraid of
Narasimha’s anger and wanted to pacify Him, due to which they asked Shiva to
do so. Shiva was temporarily overcome by tamas, as in the case of almost all
Devatas, just like the effect of asura-aavesha occurs in them (refer to the
Chhaandogya Upanishad, Prapaathaka 1, Khanda 2). Thus, he attempted to
attack Narasimha Deva, which failed, as no one can conquer Him, as He is
Paramaatma.

There is another praamana from the Varaaha Puraana:

TIH SISNTAH AGH IRYH RG] |
TRAfdRATAN GO RIgH TT ||

“The Man-lion (Narasimha) killed the violent Sharabha who had approached
Him (for battle), by lacerating Sharabha with His nails in a similar manner as in
the case of Hiranyakashipu.”

—Varaaha Puraana (Quoted in the Kuresha Vijaya; also in the 23rd chapter of
the Shesha Samhita, a Pancharaatra Aagama)

The opponents allege that the aforementioned quotations of Narasimha killing
Sharabha, are not extant in the present day editions of the Puraanas, due to
which they may deemed unreliable. However, this claim holds no water and has
a lot of baadhakas (inconsistencies). One must be aware that Vijayeendra
Teertharu mentioned these arguments during a debate with Lingaraajendra,
with other mediators. There is no possiblity of false or unreliable pramaanas
being quoted, as they would be immediately questioned and rejected by the
opponents. Quoting unreliable pramaanas in granthas or debates was never an
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option. On top of this, there are numerous such missing quotations from the
works of even Shaivas, Smaartas and importantly, the opponents of
Vijayeendra Teertharu, such as Appayya Deekshita. It is foolish to assume that
the quotations of Aachaaryas can be false or unreliable.

With an unbiased approach, one can notice that not just Vaishnavas, but even
Smaartas quoted the same shlokas, in their works. Shri Bodhendra Sarasvati, a
Smaarta, quoted the Varaaha Puraana reference, in Hari-Hara Advaita
Bhushanam, though he attributed it to the Padma Puraana. He also quoted the
Vaamana Puraana reference, as quoted by Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu.
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Another Smaarta, Shri Raamasubrahmanya Shaastri, quoted both these
references, in his work ‘Vishnudveshakara Maha-Shaivamata Mardanam’, and
also mentioned that it was quoted in the Kuresha Vijaya.
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Obviously, they argue in accordance to Hari-Hara abheda, after quoting these
shlokas, but their quotations show that these shlokas were well known and
thus, there is no chance of them being unreliable.

Not just this, but much before Shri Vijayeendra Teertharu, the 12th century
Vaikhaanasa scholar, Shri Shrinivaasa Deekshita, mentioned that the incident of
Narasimha killing Sharabha was also extant in the Narasimha Puraana, in his
Paramaatmika Upanishad bhaashya:

IRYFYUT AT STEwala I gRig= 0o dgrifds
TRREQRIUMSEaTd RIS H

He also quoted the Shruti vaakya stating ‘Harim harantam..” and explained how
it refers to Narasimha Deva subduing Sharabha:
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“Hari, who destroyed (Sharabha), is followed by the Devas. He is the ruler of the
universe and the all-mighty (Vrshabha). He approaches the Yajamaana,
impelled by the mantra with an appropriate form,” (Taittireeya Aaranyaka,
Prapaathaka 3, Anuvaaka 15, Mantra 1; Prapaathaka 10, Maha-Naaraayana
Upanishad, Anuvaaka 41, Mantra 50) thus it is known that Hari, Narasimha, the
destroyer of Rudra, Sharabha, is followed by the Devas, as their destination.
Therefore, if it is supposed that Rudra is the cause of destruction of everything,
it is incorrect.

The Devata of this Sukta is Mrtyu, perfectly concurring with the fact that
Narasimha is the controller (and Antaryaami) of Mrtyu, as stated in the
Narasimha Taapaneeya Upanishad, showing that this mantra talks about
Narasimha Deva destroying Sharabha and not vice versa.

The present day editions of the Puraanas are incomplete and interpolated, with
variations in different versions and manuscripts. Many are not even digitized or
translated, due to which, there is no evidence to conclude that the quotations
are absolutely missing from the Puraanas. It is foolish to assume that lack of
their presence in the currently available versions proves their inauthenticity or

© Copyrights 2022-24 Achyuta Bhakti Deets

a0 |




lack of reliability. Till the 15th century at least, it is known that quoting
interpolations or unreliable pramaanas was never an option for scholars, as
they were easily detectable and criticized, evident from the statements of
Shripaada Madhvacharya and Shri Vedaanta Deshika. Hence, it would not be
possible for reputed scholars to quote any vaakyas of questionable authenticity,
let alone bogus ones, in their works, as the opponents would immediately call
them out and reprimand them. Thus, the argument that the quotations of
Vijayeendra Teertharu are unreliable, is weak and lacks basis.

The fact that Narasimha slayed Sharabha is also sopported by a similar incident,
where Shiva tries interrupting a Yajna being performed by Indra, leading Indra
to overpower Shiva, through Vishnu, as Indra’s Antaryaami, beheading Shiva.
This is mentioned in the Taittireeya Aaranyaka, as quoted by Vijayeendra
Teertharu. This is suppoortedBt the fact that Vishnu is known as Hari, as He
destroys all the Devatas, as said in the shloka from the Padma Puraana as well
as pramaanas like these:

SRV o I ¥g a30I Td |
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(Prthivee said to Shri Varaaha): “Brahmaa, Indra, Yama, Rudra and Varuna are
solely controlled by and attracted towards You, which is why You are known as
'Hari'.”

—Matsya Puraana, Adhyaaya 248, Shlokas 35-36

B IO &g It eRIA et |

“You annihilate all living entities and therefore, are known as Hari.”
—Harivamsha, Bhavishya Parva, Adhyaaya 88, Shloka 45
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9. The Shivalinga of Raameshvaram
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9. Shri Raamachandra established and worshiped a linga at the bridge, due to
the Brahma Hatya dosha occurring from the killing of Raavana — thus is alleged
(by the opponent), but:

9y aefd 7 B |

“(The glory of Brahman) neither increases nor decreases through karma.”
(Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 14, Adhyaaya 7, Braahmana 2, Mantra
28/Brhadaaranyaka Upanishad, Adhyaaya 4, Braahmana 4, Mantra 23)

T TY oYARIATSYSAUIHT et ¢d U ARME: |

“He is the Antaraatma of all entities and the destroyer of paapa karma, the
Divine Deva, the One Naaraayana.” (Subaala Upanishad, Khanda 7)

T A HHIT forf=y 7 & FHBA el |

(Shri Krshna said): “Karmas do not defile Me, nor do | desire the results of
karmas,” (Bhagavat Geeta, Adhyaaya 4, Shloka 14) thus from these statements
of the Shruti and Smrtis, it is inferred that Shri Naaraayana is immune to punya
karmas and paapa karmas, which is contradicted (by the allegation of the
Purvapakshin). And it is not true to assume that Shri Raama and Shri
Naaraayana are different Personalities. From the Raamopanishad and
Raamaayana, it is known that Raama is an avataara of Naaraayana. In the
purely Vaidika Raamaayana composed by Rshi Vaalmeeki, the same has been
stated.

313 Ud HgIea: UTGH®RIH |

(Shri Raama said): “Here, formerly, MahaaDeva blessed Me,” (Vaalmiki
Raamaayana, Yuddha Kaanda, Sarga 123/126, Shloka 19) thus it is known that
Vaidehipati (Raama) worshiped MahaaDeva, before killing Raavana, disproving
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the notion of Raama establishing a linga and worshiping Shiva to get rid of a
Brahma hatya dosha due to killing Raavana.

But in the narration of the Raamayana in the Linga Puraana, “He did so with a
hundred Vaanaras,” thus is known about the establishment of the linga, on the
bridge. Due to it being taamasa, the straightforward meaning is unacceptable.
Further, establishing a linga and worshiping it would yield no benefit for Shri
Raama, as He is Para Brahman. It would also not have the purpose of
establishing Dharma, such as following His father’s words, since:

T3 $aTe- YR Ured g9 |
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“There, Rudraarchana and wearing of bhasma are considered not to be the
subject of non-Braahmanas by the intelligent ones, and thus, should never be
done (by them),” thus from this stateemnt of the Haarita Smrti, it is known that
Shiva-lingaarchana is the duty of Braahmanas.

AT TSN 3 TSURIAT S5 Toi-! TH) I |

“These are the Devas who are Kshatriyas — Indra, Varuna, Soma, Rudra,
Parjanya, Yama, Mrtyu and Eeshaana,” thus the fact that Rudra is a Kshatriya
(one of the presiding Devatas of the Kshatriya varna, as Devatas do not possess
any varna) is known from this vaakya of the Shruti.

g1 d Wi dadmicsd |

“One should worship a Devata as per one’s own nature,” thus, from such
statements, it is understood that one must propitiate one’s Devata, as
described.

The notion that archana of Shiva and Shivalingas is the Dharma of Kshatriyas, is
solely a misconception and wouldn’t have been, if it were not contradicted by
Shaastra pramaanas.

&TBTFCHGI?IW ol I %% U9 |
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“I shall worship you during my avataaras, Yuga after Yuga, O mighty Rudra, for
the purpose of deluding the Taamasic beings,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda,
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Adhyaaya 235, Shloka 35) thus is stated in the Taaraka-Brahmaraaja Samhita of
the Padma Puraana, where Shri Vishnu states that he would do so, during His
own avataaras, for the purpose of deluding taamasic beings. Shiva himself says
the following for that worship, from which (Raama’s) Kshatra dharma not being
contradicted, is known:
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(Shri Umaapati said): “Give me this boon, O Deva, so | become eminent among
all beings. By incarnating on Earth, O Keshava, worship me and get boons from
me. From this, | will become worship-worthy to all the Devas.” Shri Vishnu said,
“For the sake of the Devas, | shall assume avataaras, assuming the form of a
human being. | will worship you solely, by which you shall become ‘Varada’, the
bestower of boons,” (Varaaha Puraana, Adhyaaya 73, Rudra Geeta, Shlokas 42-
44) thus is stated in the Rudra Geeta of the Varaaha Puraana, as well as the
Kurma Puraana, showing Shiva’s receipt of a boon to be worshiped by Vishnu,

and just like during His Krshna avataara, He became the charioteer of Arjuna,
showing the ease of His bhaktas attaining Him, so is the case here. And
therefore,
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“On the middle of the bridge, MahaaDeva, Eeshaana, clad in (elephant) skin,
was established as a linga that was worshiped by Raaghava,” thus it is proven
from this statement of the Kurma Puraana, that the establishment and the
worship of the Linga, was for the fulfilment of Shiva’s boon, and it does not
cancel Vishnu’s Supremacy. Just as He made obeisances to Vishvaamitra Rshi,
Bhaaradvaaja Rshi, Agastya Rshi and the others, during His Raama avataara, He
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fulfilled the boon (of Shiva), by worshiping a Shiva linga, which does not alter
Shri Vishnu’s Supremacy and the fact that He is Para Brahman and an
Independent Being, established by the Shrutis, Smrtis and other Shaastras.

Shreehi.

Explanation: It is claimed by many Shaivas that Shri Raama incurred the paapa
karma of Brahma-hatya, the paapa karma incurred for killing a Braahmana, as
He slayed Raavana. However, this is incorrect on many levels, as firstly, Shri
Raama is an avataara of Shri Naaraayana, who is Para Brahman and therefore,
free from the effects of all karmas, as said in the quoted pramaanas.

fsmet AR fAfdeedl FRreAa: Y€l <d Tl AR[™: | A fgaalsi
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“The Stainless, Sinless, Changeless, Unnameable and Pure Deva is the One

Naaraayana. There is none who is a second.”
—Naaraayana Upanishad, Khanda 2

Further, Raavana was an extremely heinous raakshasa and had absolutely no
gualifications of a Braahmana, which makes the idea of Raama incurring
Brahma-hatya dosha absurd and unreasonable. Raavana was simply born to a
Braahmana father, but had absolutely no qualifications of a Braahmana. A Dvija
must practice Brahmacharya, have absolute control over his senses, be on the
path of dharma and be devoted to Bhagavaan. However, Raavana was a rapist
and lustful asura who had lusted over Vedaavati and raped many women,
including Nalakuvara’s fiancee, Rambha, due to which he was cursed to die if he
did so ever again.

From this, it is understood that the idea of Raavana being a Braahmana is
totally untrue and implausible. Moreover, Shiva himself praises Shri Raama for
killing Raavana.

JehR1&] HeTTe! Heldel Uy |
e digHHaaryHydaR |

%@Wﬂ@ﬁﬁm |

&UIQTICOIHI{-IS\MQIHQMUIUIW I

© Copyrights 2022-24 Achyuta Bhakti Deets

a5 |




"O Lotus-eyed, Mighty-armed and Broadchested One, the subduer of enemies,
You have fortunately performed this deed. The immense dread and fear of all,
caused by the cruel Raavana, has been fortunately reversed by You, in the war,
O Raama."

—Vaalmiki Raamaayana, Yuddha Kaanda, Sarga 119/122, Shlokas 2-3

When Shri Rudra himself praises Shri Raama for killing Raavana, it makes no
sense for Shri Raama to worship him, just to nullify an alleged sin caused by it!
Shri Raama, though being Para Brahman Himself, actually worshiped Shiva
before the war only to fulfil Shri Shiva’s boon of being worshiped by Shri
Vishnu. Therefore, the idea of Raama incurring Brahma-hatya dosha and
worshiping Shiva to get rid of it, is incorrect.

Now, the actual reason why Shri Raama worshiped Shri Rudra Deva is simply
because Shri Raama is Paramaatma and therefore, worships Himself, through
other Devatas, as He exists in their hearts, as their Antaryaamin. The Rudra
Geeta already clarifies why Shri Vishnu worshiped Shri Shiva and other Devatas,
during His avataaras. Ultimately, Shri Vishnu worships Himself, even through
other Devatas, as He Himself is Paramaatma and there is absolutely no need for
Him to worship anyone. From the Bhaagavata Puraana, it is known Shri Krshna
would always meditate upon Himself, as He is Param Brahma.
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“Rising during the braahma-muhurta period and touching water, Maadhava,
with a clear mind, would meditate upon Himself, the one self-luminous and
infallible Brahman, without a second, who by His very nature, dispels
contamination and through His own energies, which cause the creation and
destruction of this universe, manifests His own blissful existence.”
—Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 10, Adhyaaya 70, Shloka 4

In the Mahaabhaarata too, Shri Krshna clarifies why He worships Shiva:
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(Shri Krshna said): “O Arjuna, know that in every yuga, Rudra has Naaraayana as
his Aatma. It is the Prabhu, the Naaraayana in Maheshvara, who is actually
worshiped while worshiping Maheshvara, O Paartha. O son of Paandu, | am
indeed the Aatma of the universe and the lokas.”

—Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva, Adhyaaya 350, Shlokas 22-23 (var. Adhyaaya
328, Shlokas 19-20)
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“There is indeed none who can grant Me boons, O son of Paandu. Thus,
considering this, | mentally worship Rudra, Eeshvara, for the purpose of
obtaining progeny, as My own Aatma (Sankarshana’s amsha, who resides in the
heart of Rudra).”

—Ibid. Shlokas 28-29 (var. Adhyaaya 328, Shloka 25)

As per the Pancharaatra Aagamas, there are four Vyuha forms of Shri Vishnu —
VaasuDeva, Sankarshana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha. Shri Shiva is a vibhuti
(expansion) of Shri Vishnu’s Sankarshana rupa and therefore, Sankarshana, who
is also the possessor of the form of Nrsimha, is Shiva’s Antaryaami, who resides
in his heart, next to his Aatma. The following pramaanas make all this clear.

Ty FRigT sraifd freq |

“Sankarshana, as Nrsimha, is the Antaryaami (indweller) of Shiva.”
—Prakaasha Samhita

TS YU T AT RS U WA TAda o Ha Suamard Il 2 |

“Shri Shiva is aware that Sankarshana is his own cause and therefore, meditates
upon Him, in samaadhi.”
—Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 5, Adhyaaya 17, Shloka 16
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(Shri Shiva said): "Excepting you, O Kamalaakaanta, there is no other cause of
bliss and liberation. O Prabhu, you are my Antaryaami. Without you, how can a
body exist?"

—Skanda Puraana, Vaishnava Khanda, Purushottamakshetra Maahaatmya,
Adhyaaya 4, Shloka 49

TS 35! FshrnfRy SHTea 11 ¢RIl

"Rudra, with the Aatma of Sankarshana, destroys the three realms."
—Vishnu Puraana, Amsha 2, Adhyaaya 5, Shloka 19
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“One who dances delightfully after devouring all entities, the Devas and the
rest, without differentiation, in that form — salutations to Him, the Aatma of
Rudra.”

—Vishnu Puraana, Amsha 3, Adhyaaya 17, Shloka 26
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(Shri Narasimha Deva said): "Formerly, Brahmaa Deva observed this excellent
vrata (of Narasimha Deva) for the purpose of creation. Due to the power of My
vrata, he created the mobile and the immobile. Shiva observed this vow for

killing Tripura. Due to the power of this vrata, Tripura was knocked down."
—Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda, Adhyaaya 174, Shlokas 15-16

Hence, Shri Vishnu is not subordinate to anyone, but worships the Devatas like
Shiva, as a blessing for them and to ultimately worship His own aavesha, who
resides in them. Thus, it is stated in the Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya:
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“Shri Vishnu sometimes worships Shri Shiva; Sometimes He worships Rishis;
Sometimes He worships Devatas; Sometimes He worships humans; He bows to
them and praises them; He asks boons from them; He establishes Lingas; He
asks boons from Asuras; He, who is eternally Sarveshvara, Independent,
infinitely capable, infinitely knowledgeable and Purushottama, does so to
delude (certain taamasika) people.”

—Mahaabhaarata Taatparya Nirnaya, Adhyaaya 2, Shlokas 133-134 (var.
Shlokas 127-128)
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10. Krshna worshiping Shiva for Progeny

U4 PURY SATHAENT Riaavue T Eurcaiesaiy aad-aaafa =
SUEAY: | 77 7 TR Farmm wftimaReeT: Foe
TR A RIaW $UNTRIG G A1dgA T FU

T HHNY RaaryaeAfa qugaifed Tewmy | 99 8 - T«
queaSl JaRRE HISTGHTUT: | B BT TY=Y fawigmere g |
W WA 3%: $RE TSSEH | Yuadi Jd ¢arT G-
HTfdareraTy | fPRIE Sada=n wepurol SAdA | querf feudf & wredn
aq &1 fau | ad fawparfae: auar a1 @ a8 | aamvafey @l
T4 Ydiad | Hsed a7 SaedHaTe SHIe | STaaiR-= AT

e AT | AT a4 TMifdws a1+ i HeTi~a 9 | a=d 99 ATa1
I P fA=RO | GUET STy ATaRg 99 Mud | 7Y @i ¢ ¢aw
| i ¢fY 7 Ixr: 7 agfRa fam ¢a o« forfed i | gertter= ada
= HTfd ST | 94 o ¢d ¢a%l famn fegaar A i@ 1 si e

T URISTAT | 9 SrauiR= AT TedSireqa: genfer
Raszadive IRdIAEdeTd | T AR ura®: S0 T HaT
3G JIATRITINIRGT "Hd & GagaRT FguRaTaITHIRU T
deHeauiHTiTa 7 SIAERIY: | AN TRAYWHEA | '3HE @' s
NG AHTERATURATITHTAT 11 20 11 4 1

10. Shri Krshna, during His trip to Kailaasa, obtaining progeny as a benediction
of Shri Shiva, is certainly justifiable and contradicts nothing. Indeed there, in the
Harivamsha, during (Krshna’s) trip to Kailaasa, from Shiva’s words, who himself

is a worshiper of Krshna, it is understood that the tapas of Krshna, who is
Higher than all, for obtaining children, is just a drama. There indeed,
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Therefore, Vrshadhvaja, the Deva with a shula, Umaapati himself, touching the
hands of Vishnu, Chakradhara, Bhagavaan Rudra spoke to Keshava,
Garudadhvaja. All the Devas and Munis were listening. (Shiva said): “What is
this, O Devadevesha, Chakrapaani, Janaardana? What is the purpose of Your
Tapas and Your propitiation (of me), for You? You are Vishnu Himself, O Hari....
(Harivamsha, Bhavishya Parva, Adhyaaya 88, Shlokas 1-4) ..This universe, which
appears from You, diminishes into You. You are present in every being and in
me too, O Janaardana. There is no difference between us, in names and
meanings, O Master of the universe. The names of Yours, O Govinda, in the
Lokas, are mine too. One who propitiates You also does so to me. Worshiping
You, O Jagannaatha, is service to me too. A hater who hates You hates me too,
without a doubt. There exists nothing that is independent of You, O Deva. That
which existed, that which exists and that which will exist, is due to You, O
Jagatpati. You are everything, O Deva Devesha, without whom, there is
nothing,” (Harivamsha, Bhavishya Parva, Adhyaaya 88, Shlokas 59-64) thus
these words prove something else (and not the allegations of the opponent).

Also, the words HTFIRR, TR QI@QW’ (Among us, no difference

exists in names or meanings, O Jagatpati) (ibid. Shloka 60) appear to show that
there is no difference between Keshava and Shiva. Therefore, “Among the
Vasus, | am Paavaka (Agni) and among the Rudras, | am you,” (ibid. Shloka 55)
thus in accordance to this previous statement, and “You are everything, O Deva
Devesha,” (ibid. Shloka 64) thus in accordance to this next statement, the
alleged non-difference shown here is not contradictory (to Siddhaanta). The
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opposition (Shaivas) also does not accept non-difference (among Shiva and

Vishnu). ‘38 «dH,” (I am You) (ibid. Shloka 60) thus here, the word Aham should
be interpreted as per Ahankaara-Tattva (in other words, not as referring to
Shiva himself, but because Shiva is a vibhuti of Vishnu’s Vyuha form
Sankarshana, who is also his Antaryaami). Shreehi.

Explanation: The explanation given in the previous section is applicable here
too. More specifically, this pramaana perfectly concurs here:
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“There is indeed none who can grant Me boons, O son of Paandu. Thus,
considering this, | mentally worship Rudra, Eeshvara, for the purpose of
obtaining progeny, as My own Aatma (Sankarshana’s amsha, who resides in the
heart of Rudra).”

—Mahaabhaarata, Shaanti Parva, Adhyaaya 350, Shlokas 28-29 (var. Adhyaaya
328, Shloka 25)

Now, the mentioned portions of the Harivamsha and Mahaabhaarata appear to
support the idea of Hari-Hara abheda, which is untrue, as pointed out by Shri
Vijayeendra Teertharu. Here, the so-called non-difference between Shiva and
Vishnu is only on the basis of the former being the Latter’s vibhuti, with the
Latter as his Antaryaami. This should be interpreted on the same basis that
jeevas are equated to Paramaatma in certain parts of the Shaastras, such as the
vaakyas like ‘Aham Brahmaasmi’ and ‘Tat tvam asi’. However, it only refers to
the aavesha of Paramaatma in us and doesn’t equate jeevas to Paramaatma, as
shown by the following pramaana:
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“The One who is established in the Aatma, discrete from the Aatma, whom the
Aatma is unaware of, whose body is the Aatma and distinctly controls the
Aatma from within — He is your Antaryaami and Immortal Ruler, know Him.”
—Shatapatha Braahmana, Kaanda 14, Adhyaaya 6, Braahmana 7, Mantra 30
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Even Shaivas do not accept the idea of Hari-Hara abheda and the direct
interpretation of the Harivamsha shlokas would be unacceptable to the
Purvapakshin too. Therefore, when Shiva says, “l am You” (Aham tvam), the
word ‘Aham’ (I) refers to his Antaryaami, Sankarshana, and not his own Aatma.
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11. The Kshetra of Kaashi
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11. “But that place, which grants moksha, Kashi, proven to be a place of Shiva,
implies that Shiva alone is the granter of moksha and should be worshiped by
the Mumukshus” — thus is the argument of the Purvapakshin. There indeed,

STedll: TTUSh AT ISR DB SeIH-d Ay | IArEaqdiyal et yafd

“This is the spot where, when the praanas depart from the living entity, Rudra
imparts the (Taaraka) mantra to him by which, becoming immortal, one attains
moksha,” (Jaabaala Upanishad, Mantra 1) thus (is stated) in the Jaabaala Shruti
and Raama Upanishad, and Shiva’s ability to grant the Taara Brahman mantra is
known. And in the Raama Upanishad, by knowing that Shiva is the giver of the
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Taaraka-Brahma mantra’s upadesha, it is assumed that the aspirants of mukti
reside at Kaashi, which is a Shiva-kshetra, and attain knowledge for achieving
moksha from the fact that Shiva is to be worshiped by the Mumukshus. The
mumukshus (are supposed to) do so solely because (of Shiva being) the granter
of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra, as indeed there,
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“The Shri Raama mantra indeed is chanted by Vrshabhadhvaja (Shiva), at
Kaashi, since thousands of manvantaras, through japa, homas, tapas and
others. Therefore, the appeased Bhagavaan Shri Raama instructed Shankara, |
shall provide that which they desire, Parameshvara,” (Raama Taapaneeya
Upanishad), thus (is stated).

Then,
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“Eeshvara instructed the True, Infinite, Conscious Aatma, Shri Raama: At the
seashore of the great kshetra of Manikarna, give moksha to those who die, as a
benediction,” thus (is stated).
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He, Shri Raamachandra, said: “In this place of yours, O Devesha, where those
who die, including insects and animals, shall be muktas and not otherwise,”
thus (is stated).
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“There shall be the achievement of mukti in all those at your kshetra. There,
nearby, | shall be at the sculptures of shila. In the right ear of those
Mumukshus, give them the upadesha of My mantra (and by that), they become
muktas, O Shiva,” thus, from this, the fact about Shiva being the granter of the
Taaraka-Brahma mantra is known. Moreover,

SadHI fedTiig $osd ga- 7 |
JAT G-I HYTH JRITH ||
IS ERE 7Y Aaggday |

gy i YaT SR SUH Jareadd ||

YS&R HeTH- XgUll pady-H |
oIu fafed afd em<gerea: i

HAT T eI STy Iad Y |
T YIHRSAT @01 ¥ YU |
fP T IgeIRY @dafd uRyg=s am |

“For the benefit of the Devatas, | shall make this declaration. | shall describe a
method for even your revival, Surottama. Regularly perform japa of my
thousand names, day and night. Always meditate upon me in (your) heart and
perform japa of the eternally imperishable mantra. The Shadakshara (six-
lettered) Maha-mantra is the uplifter of the Raghus. Those who perform japa
(of it) in proximity O Devi, shall always swim in the milk of aananda. | shall give
extreme amounts of uninterrupted auspiciousness, O Brahman. This should be

made known by you, to everyone who asks, O auspicious-looking one. What
else would your husband desire to ask me?” thus (is said), according to an
Upabrmhana, which is a declaration of Uma Devi.

bs’&dROhQSH-I'd oId¥ — “Rudra explained the Taaraka-Brahman mantra,”
thus, here the Taaraka Brahma mantra is the Raama mantra itself. But it is not
the pranava (Om). But if the letter ‘A’ becomes the first letter, the letter ‘U’
becomes the second letter, the letter ‘Ma’ becomes the third, ‘maatra’

becomes the fourth letter, the vindu becomes the fifth letter and the naada
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becomes the sixth letter — in this way, the pranava becomes the Taaraka. So,
even the Raama mantra solely possesses the charateristics of the Taaraka-
Brahma mantra.
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“That is understood as the letter ‘A’ and the rest (of the mantra) of Shri
Raamachandra. (It is) indivisible, only one, blissful and said to be the Taara-
Brahma. It is known to be for Raama, with the Aatma of Sat, bliss (aananda) and
consciousness (chit). The word ‘namaha’ (salutations) is well known to be the
form of complete aananda,” thus (is stated by) a Smrti. It is heard that even
that which is the characteristic of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra is solely of the
Pranava. Even so, by the qualities of the letters of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra,
the Pranava’s quality of being the Taaraka-Brahma mantra is also unbroken.
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“By you or Brahma, those who obtain the Six-lettered mantra, they shall
acquire a long life, Mantra-siddhi and mukti. The Mumukshus in whose right
ear you shall provide upadesha of My mantra, he becomes a mukta, O Shiva,”
thus, the fact that Shiva performs the upadesha of the Raamamantra, due to its
characteristic of the Taaraka-Brahma mantra, is known. And the Mumukshus
propitiate Shiva not because of his status of being a medium for obtaining
moksha and knowledge of it. There, at the kshetra of Kaashi, the benediction of
saarupya of Shiva for those who are dead may not be favourable — this is
stated. There, even if the dead are bestowed with saarupya with Shiva, they will
attain the Lokas of Chaturmukha and the rest, due to the difference in the
benefits from attaining saayujya with Vishnu:
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“Among saayujyas, there are two specific ones, of which Mine is the Vaishnava
one. Those who attain Me do not return from the fair-eyed Vishnu,”
(Mahaabhaarata, Anushaasana Parva, Adhyaaya 246, Shloka 46) thus, from this
declaration of the Bhaarata, the condition of the receivers of saarupya,
saayujya and other (forms of moksha) of Vishnu is known, along with the fact
that those who obtain saarupya, saayujya and other forms of moksha from
Shiva, return again. And so,
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“They acquire Brahman’s saayujya, saalokya, etc., and these solely are
equivalent to the saayujya of the Devatas,” (Shesha Samhita) thus in the Shruti,
the difference among those who attain saayujya with Para Brahma formerly
and even saayujya into the other Devatas is known, that unlike the achievers of
saarupya, saayujya and other forms of moksha from Vishnu, those who do so
from Shiva, reappear. And there is no shortage of pramaanas here, as
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“There indeed, in the Praanas of the living being, upon dying, Rudra imparts the
Taara-Brahma mantra, by which having become immortal, one becomes
liberated,” (Jaabaala Upanishad) thus is known from the Jaabaala Shruti’s
authoritative statement. There, having become like the consumer of amrta due
to this, there is zero chance of rebirth for the achievers of saarupya with Shiva —
this is what it seems.

YT ARG |

“The mokshi becoming so due to this, seems to be the quality of Shiva’s
saarupya, saayujya, etc. Otherwise, either way (the moksha) is purposeless and
the form of Shiva’s saarupya, saayujya and the rest, are not moksha. The
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respective benefits of obtaining Vishnu’s saarupa, saajyujya, etc., are different,
isn’t it?” thus is declared.
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“When the seer sees the gold complexioned performer, Eesha, Purusha, the
originator of Brahmaa, then the Vidvaan becomes freed from punya and paapa,
(becoming) defectless and attains union (with Brahman),” (Mundaka
Upanishad, Mundaka 3, Khanda 1, Mantra 3) thus (is stated).
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“Having taken the refuge of this knowledge and acquired characteristics like
Mine, they are neither born during creation nor are they annihilated during
pralaya,” (Bhagavat Geeta, Adhyaaya 14, Shloka 2) thus from (these statements
of) the Shruti and Smrti, it is known that the achiever of Vishnu’s benediction
solely acquires the highest Purushaartha. In the Mundaka and other Shruti
vaakyas, the word ‘Purusha’ has both Yaugika and Rudhi meanings and
Naaraayana is thus not a common name. (Naaraayana has more specifically
refers to Shri Vishnu than the word Purusha)
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Addendum

In this section, pramaanas for the arguments of the previous ones have been
quoted.
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1. Moreover, in the Mahaabhaarata, “Therefore, both Vaasudeva and
Maheshvara are here. That war took place, which was terrible and
incomprehensible” thus (is stated).

SaraffruAT fa 1R 1

2. And in the Ramaayana, “Then, seeing the bow of Shiva made inert by Visnu's
prowess, the hosts of Devas and Rshis acknowlged that Visnu is superior,”
(Vaalmiki Raamaayana, Baala Kaanda, Sarga 75, Shloka 19) thus (is stated).
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3. In the 10th Skandha of the Shrimad Bhaagavata, (it is explained):

“Once, O King, as a group of sages were performing a Vedic sacrifice on the
banks of the Sarasvati River, a controversy arose among them as to which of
the three chief deities is supreme....” (Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 10,
Adhyaaya 86, Shlokas 1-2) “..He returned to to the assembly of the
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Brahmavaadi Rshis. Bhrgu Maharshi narrated everything he had experienced.
Hearing that, the awestruck Munis were freed from doubts and faithfully
concluded that Vishnu alone is the greatest, the cause of tranquility,
fearlessness, Dharma and which truly include jnaana and vairaagya, from whom
eightfold opulence (originates) and seizes contaminations of oneself,” (Ibid.
Shlokas 13-15) thus (is stated), from which through the Brahmavaadis,
considering Brahmaa and Rudra, the fact that the quality of being Para
Brahman is Vishnu’s solely, is known to be correct.
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5. Moreover, in Shrimat Bhaagavata, in the section of Gajendra-Moksha, for the
purpose of overcoming his own difficulties in this manner,

(Gajendra said): “He, the the creator of the vishva, who is the vishva and not
the vishva, with the intellect of the vishva, Vishvaatma, unborn, Brahma — | bow
to Him, the Highest abode,” (Bhaagavata Puraana, Skandha 8, Adhyaaya 3,
Shloka 26) from this and other statements, the subject of being the cause of the
Jagat, the Sarvaantaryaami, Para Brahma, is propitiated by Gajendra. “In this
manner, Gajendra described (Para Brahma) without specifically mentioning
Brahmaa and the other Devas in their various forms, who are the abhimaanis.
When none of them appeared, being the Aatma of everything, consisting of all
the Amaras, Hari appeared there,” (Ibid. Shloka 30) thus, from the end (of the
prayer by Gajendra), due to the absence of Brahmaa and the others, and
Vishnu’s presence exclusively, Vishnu solely being Para Brahma is apt.
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8. Giving examples, the Dharma Shaastras and Puraanas are of three types —
Saattvika ones, Raajasa ones and Taamasa ones, in this way. “The Vaasishta and
solely the Haarita, Vyaasa, Paraashara and so, the Bhaaradvaaja, Kashyapa
(Smrtis) are Saattvika and granters of mukti. The Manu, Yaajnavalkya, Atreya,
Daksha, Kaatyaayana and Vishnu (Srmtis) are Raajasa and granters of Svarga.
The Kardama, Brhaspati, Saavrtta, Yama and Shankhamausinasa, thus, are
Taamasa and granters of Niraya (Naraka),” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda,
Adhyaaya 236, Shlokas 23-26), thus, as per these declarations.

“The Vishnu, Naarada and so, the Bhaagavata are auspicious. The Garuda and
so, the Padma, Varaaha, are in auspicious view. These six Puraanas are
Saattvika ones. The Brahmaanda, Brahmavaivarta, Maarkandeya and so, the
Bhavishya, Vaamana and Brahmaa Puraanas are Raajasa one — know it from
me. The Matsya, Kurma and so, the Linga, Shiva, Skanda and the Agni Puraanas
—these six Puraanas are granters of Naraka,” (Padma Puraana, Uttara Khanda,
Adhyaaya 236, Shlokas 18-21) thus, as per this and other such statements, in
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case of those (vaakyas of the Shaastras) which are mutually contradicting, it
must be understood that only those said by the Saattvika ones (is to be
considered). Otherwise, is it for the purpose of inferring a different meaning?

“Even all the Shaastras, the Saattvika matas (philosophies) indeed, are those
which offer the truth and say that Vishnu is Parameshvara — those Shaastras are
the Saatvika matas. Prajaapati, Krshnaanu (Agni) and Devi Sarasvaati — those
which speak of their Supremacy are Raajasa and are rejected. The Shaastras
which glorify the Linga, Vaamadeva, Umaapati — they are propagators of tamas
and are considered to be taamasa,” (Garuda Puraana, Ranganaatha
Mahaatmya) thus, as per this statement of the Padma Puraana, despite the
bewildering contradictions, the status of being Para Brahman and the Highest
Cause is suitable to be Shri Vishnu’s alone — thus it is proven.
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Shaiva Sarvasva Khandanam, in Nyaayamauktikamaala, composed by Shri
Vijayeendra Yateendra.

Thus, Shaiva Sarvasva Khandanam composed by Jagadguru Vijayeendra
Teertha, completes.

May it be an offering to Shri Krshna.

This document is work-in-progress and has been provided by Achyuta Bhakti
Deets. Visit https://bhaktideets.org or https://elib.bhaktideets.org for the
complete version and more Shaastra related content.
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