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Introduction

The Dvaadasha Stotras are a set of 12 Stotras composed by Shripaada
Madhvacharya, praising Shri Lakshmi Naaraayana. For a long time, one set of
the Dvaadasha Stotras were known. However, during recent times, this
recension was discovered and obtained from a 700 year old manuscript of
Shrimat Aachaarya’s Sarvamula granthas, written by his direct disciple, Shri
Hrsheekesha Teertharu. This contains an entire extra Stotra and is the third one
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in this section. The Stotra is ended by a combination of two Gaayatri Chhandas,
equivalent to one and a half Anushtup Chhandas. Anustup Chhanda refers to a
set of 32 letters, while Gaayatri Chhanda is a set of 24 letters. The complete
form of the Stotra and that it contains 15 shlokas, was confirmed through the
300 and 150 year old manuscripts of Shri Raghupriya Teertharu and Shri
Raghuratna Teertharu respectively, who were both Yatis of Shri Palimaaru
Matha.

This Stotra additionally has klishta pada prayoga, i.e. making use of complex
words, which need to be deciphered with good knowledge of the Shaastras, in
contrast to the the other Dvaadasha Stotras, which have sulalita pada prayoga,
making their vocabulary and language easily comprehensible for those with
good knowledge of Samskrta. This particular Stotra especially describes
different rupas of Shri Naaraayana, due to which knowledge of Tantrasaara
Sangraha is recommended to understand its meaning deeply. Moreover, there
are changes in the order of the Stotras and two of them have been merged in
the original manuscript of Shri Hrsheekesha Teertharu. This was not available
during later times, due to which they were unknown to later bhaashyakaras. In
this version, the Narasimha Nakha Stuti too occurs, as the fifth of the
Dvaadasha Stotras, though believed to have been an independent work of
Shrimat Aachaarya.
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